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PREFACE 


This history of the Irish sept of O'Hanlon covers 
the period from the time of Saint Patrick to the Ulster 
Plantation in the early part of the seventeenth century. 
It is written primarily for those American descendants 
of the early O'Hanlons who have little knowledge of 
their forebears, | 

During the years that I have been working on the 
history, I naturally spoke occasionally of my Irish 
research and my friends would often bring me interest- 
ing newspaper or magazine articles, Once I mentioned 
to an associate that Handlin was derived from "Anluan" 
which meant "hero" or "champion" in Irish, A little 
later, my friend handed me a magazine article which nar- 
rated an old legend about as follows. At an frish 
feast, during the early part of the Christian era, the 
most famous champion present hed the right to carve, 

A wealthy Leinster landowner gave a feast to which he 
invited the Kings of Connaught and Ulster who were 
always bitter foes, The King of Connaught thrust for-~ | 
ward a great warrior from his country who scornfully 
related how he had triumphed over the Ulster hcroes 
present and he was about to carve the pig when a be- 
lated Ulster hero arrived, Conall Kernach, the Ulster 
hero, bested the Connaught champion in a duel of words. 
The Connaught man yielded saying that Conall would not 
be carving if his brother Anluan were present, Conall 
reached inside his baggy tunic-"Anluan is here !" he 
shouted as he cast the head of Anluan, whom he hed met 
on, the way to the feast, full into his brother's face. 
Conall then bent over the pig, took its tail between 
his teeth, and began to carve, This, of course, is an 
earlier Anluan than the one from whom the O'Hanlons 
are descended, atu 

The commonly anglicized form of the Irish name Ua 
hAnluan is O'Hanlon. However, there is another Gaclic 
apclling of the clan name which is Ua hAnnlain and 
during the Middle Irish period, about 1100 to about 
1500, nd had come to be merely a way of writing nn 
which gave an snglish translation of the name to 
O'Handlin, Through correspondence with O'Hanlons in 
county Armagh, Ireland, I learned that O'Hanion is 
oftcn pronounced O'Handlin at the vresent tiine even 
though the mors common form of svvsliing is used. 

I haven't succeeded in compiling as complete a 
history of the O'Hanions as I had originally envisioned, 
This lack of completeness is due partially to the dif- 
ficulty I experienced in obtrining books for research 
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but primarily the incompletcness is due to the lack of 
historical deteils concerning the O'Hanlons during their 
more powerful pveriods, The lack of attention accorded 
the O'Hanlons by historians is netural as the O'Hanlon 
power began to wane after the Norse invasions and, also, 
because they were vrobrbly pro-English, It has been 
said thet O'Hanlon snd Magennis were the only Irish 
friends that Oucen Elizabeth had in Ulster. 

it will be notedin this’ history’ that I heve re- 
teined meny of the words and phrases used in my older 
source books, I hve done this to retain the original 
meaning and, also, to indicate a Boos of expression 
which now seems so quaint, 

I believe that "Airthir", the country of the 
O'HKenlons, origineslly was one of the two great lord- 
ships into which the kingdom of Airgiallea was divided 
Stetieci ty. Olbu, i AGhIL1oOn, 2b’ 1s "probable thar 
Airgiella was originslly divided into nine territorics 
which were occupied by the nine principal clans, The 
clan Ui Niellain, of which the O'Hanlons were chiefs 
was located in what ere now the counties of Armagh and 
Louth. The O'Hanlons as chicfs of the Ui Niallain were 
éligible for the kingship of Airthir, and they were also 
eligible for the kingship, of Airgialla, Because all 
chiefs and kings were elected from the several kingly 
families, the O'Heanlons shared their right to the 
various kingships with several other families, However, 
they were kings of Airthir so frequently for so many 
hundreds of years that by the time of the Norman invasion 
the words "O'Henlon's country" and "Orior" (Airthir) 
were synonymous, Even though O'Hanlon's country ws 
encrosched upon and confisc»sted by the O'Neills and the 
English, he was #ble to remain an indevendent chieftsin 
until the final confiscation of the O'Hanlon estates 
early in the seventeenth century, It is sAid thet the 
stone on which the O'Hanlon wes crowned King of Orior 
is still displ-yed to Carlingford visitors. 

The O'HAnlons are commonly referred to as belong- 
ing to Clen Colle of whom the legendery progenitors 
were three brothers: Coll. Unis, Colls Meann and Colln;- 
de-Chrioch, The three Collss were grendsons of Cair- 
bre Lifechar, monsrch of Ireland from 268 to 284, In 
the’ yerr 332, the three Collas sare stated to have con- 
qucred the ancient U:itonians and forced them to make a 
new home enst of the river Bann in what are now the 
counties of Antrim and Down. However, there are 
number of circumstances which are presented by Dr. 
Thomes F, O'Rahiily in his book "Early Irish History 
and Mythology" which make the history of the Collas 
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seem inproboble. Therefore, since most Irish histor- 
ians %gree that Irish history is frirly authentic 
from about the time of Saint Patrick, I herve assumed 
=» starting period »t thet time and heve based the 
esrly history of Airginlla on Dr, O'Rehilly's con- 
clusions, 

The Grelic way of living was founded on a pastoral 
economy, Cattle and sheep were the principal items of 
wealth which the ruling classes rented at interest to 
the farmers of the clan, Most of the cl*en land was 
owned in common although, over long periods of time, 
pert of the land became owned by individuals. That 
portion of the clen land not arable was used by the 
cntire clon for grazing purvoses. A certnrin portion . 
of land was sct aside for the use of the chief during 
his tenure in office. 

Persons -ccused of crime were judged by brehons 
and, if guilty, were usu®lly fined in eccordence with 
detriled Gaelic laws, If the offender, or his family, 
refused to pay the fine, the clen chief collected his 
warriors end attcmpted to collect the fine by force. 
Very probibly, some similar reason wis the cause of 
mony of the ancicnt battles, 

Seen O'Faolnin in his book "The Grest O'Ncill" 
gives the following -‘desecrivtion of =n Irish chief on 
a visit to one of ‘his under chiefs: "But it is not 
merely of buildings that he thinks *°s he sets out on 


some long ride through his demesnes, but of his urr-ghs, 


or licgemen, bound to him by bonds of service 2nd 
feslty, or by those links of fosterege and gossipred 
which form 2 stronger alliance then blood--O'Hagans 
and O'Hanlons, Quinns and MacMahons, Conlans »nd 
Devlins, Magennises and O'Dogherty, close and distant 
O'Donnells and O'Neills--the inextricable network of 
Grelic society from which every crptain like himself 
got his lawful dues of onts and ontmerl, butter, and 
hogs, and mutton, and rents, He would see every one 
of these at least twice = year, at Mey and Hellowtide, 
when he wove his wey with his retinue of swordsmen 
and horsemen, lawyers, chroniclers, and vocts, around 
the spring-to-aAutumn woodlind cemps, At these camps 
O'Neill would dismount, The food would be lid out 
on grent stone slabs. or on the besten fern, He would 
sit to it under the clouds of henven, His host's 
reserire, or orator, might relay . poem of welcome, 
The horper would strum a simple eccompaniment on his 
little cight-stringed herp. A frisr would recite the 
grace, It would ail be © simple ceremony, as unrom- 
antic 2s hebit. If it were dull westher they would 
cat in the "castle," almost certainly = wooden build- 
ing. After the mel, O'Neill would settle down to 
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business to the discussion of crops, snd cattle, and 
rents, and raids, for the whole source of his powcr 
wis his capacity to protect his Licegemen »g-rinst 
others, and that nexus bound them to him, and him 

to them, in 2 bond of mutunl sdvantage," 

The maps included in this history arc, with some 
exceptions, my intcrpretetion of the extcnt of the 
kingdom of Airgialla and the lordship of Airthir, 

The map outlining Argialla for the yesr 500 has been 
adapted from a mep in T. J. Dunne's "Geography of 
Ireland." However, the extent of Airthir can be 
approximated only by considering that Airthir meant 
the "“erstern parts", and attempting to analyse the 
extent of this ares by considering the annalistic 
entries, The maps for 1100 and 1400 are bascd on a 
consideration of the maps contained in Walpole's "The 
Kingdom of Ireland"; Falkiner's "Illustrations of 
Irish History and Topography"; Heverty's "History of 
Ireland"; end Curtis! "History of Ireland" and "History 


- of Medieval Ireland." The map for 1610 has been re- 


drawn from a photostst copy of a mrp in the British 
Museum in London and I have been told that it probably 
ig not correct in all details. 

The pedigree of Sir Eocha O'Hanlon is the only 
readily availeble O'Hanlon pedigree which extends 
beck to Niallen, progenitor of the clan. Very probably 
other O'Hanlon pedigrees exist in encient manuscripts 
in Irelend which I had planned to include, if extant, 
in this history. Circumstances have, however, prevent-— 
ed fulfillment of this objective, Similsrly, there 
are probably other O'Hanlon coats of arms than the one 
shown in this history which is attributed to the des- _ 
eendants of Redmond O'Hanlon, 

I wish to thank Mrs. Robert Steies, and Messrs, 
Bryanvery, Vea. Morgan, and J, Gs Lightfoot, all of 
Montana, for reading and commenting on the history in 
which they had no particular interest, I, also, 
wish to thenk Mr, C, E, Vigre for drswing the O'Hanlon 
eoet of arms and for the finish work on my maps, 

And principally I want to thank my wife end our 
children for being so patient with me while I have 
worked on this history. In addition to her house- 
keeping chores 2nd r-ising seven children, my wife 
hes typed °1l of the history for me in her sprrec time, 


Monroe Henry. Jemes Handlin 
Riverdsle, North Dakota 
May 195 
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A HISTORY OF Th: O'HANLONS 
By Monroe Handlin 


Part I, Prior to the Norse Invasions 

With the surrender of Hugh O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone, 
to the English Sovereign in 1603, the Gaelic way of life 
came to an end, There also disappeared from power most 
of the Gaelic lords who had aided O'Neill in his unsuccess- 
ful war, Following O'Neill's flight to the continent and 
the resulting Ulster Plantation, the old northern Irish 
were uprooted and driven to other territories or were al- 
lotted small acreages of their former domains, In the 
latter class were the O'Hanlons, known to history as Lords 
of Orior and Hereditary Standard Bearers to the King of 
Ulster, O'Hanlon is the more commonly nied totaed form of 
the Irish Ua h Anluain which signifies descent; from the 
hero or champion, Another Gaelic spelling of the name is 
Ua hAnniuain and other englicized forms of the clan name 
include Hanlowne, Handlon, Handlin, Hanlan, Hanlin, etc, 

An important eventin the political, life of Ulster 
occurred auring the: reign of high; king Niall Noigiallach, 
3794406, This was the defeat of the inhabitants of that 
territory and their forced misration east of the River 
Bann by Eogan, Conall and nda, sons of King Niall, who 
were the progenitors of the northern tribe of Ui Neill. 
They set up a subkingdom in northwestern Ireland which 
became known as Ailech and eventually was expanded and 
subdivided into Tir Eogan and Tir Consill. As has been 
customary in All ages, to the victors belonged the spoils, 
and central and southern Ulster were parcelled out to the 

ighting men who had aided Nirll's sons. The group of 

petty states thus formed became known as Airgialls, and 
probably included most of the present counties of berry, 
Tyrone, Armagh, Fermanagh, Monaghan and Louth, A little 
later the Kingdom of Airgialla was subdivided into two 
lordships, one of which was called Airthir, (anglicized 
Orior) or eastern parts. This was the country of the 
O'Hanlons and probably included Counties Armagh, Louth 
and part of Tyrone, Here the O'Hanlons lived and ruled 
a diminishing territory until the seventeenth century. 

It seems remarkable that one sept could retain posses-— 
Sion of not only one of the richest agricultural areas 
in Ireland but also one of the most strategic, In 1598, 
the Lord Venvuty stated that Armach had the most fruitful 
and luxuriant soil of all Irelend and, during the Ulster 
Plantation, Znezlish colonists displayed a decided pref- 
erence for lend there, Strategically, the MNoyry Pass in 
southern Armagh was the main pass through which the English 
entered Ulster end, consenuently, the O'Hanlons bore the 
brunt of the invaders' might, ‘oo, the city of Armagh was 
e focal point for the aggressors (principally the¢0'Neills 
and the English) probably because of its ecclestastical < . 
import'nce slthourgh Lublin was reckoned inferior, in-an & 
official sense to Armagh, until the reign of Eh. abeth, /< 
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when the seat of government was permanently Pixcd is 
Dublin; a proceeding which incidentally disposed of the 
cleim of Drogheda to be considered the most important 
town in the kingdom, Contributing to Armagh's importance 
was its school, founded about 457, which was the oldest 
and most celebrated of the ancient schools of Ireland, 
Among those who taught there were St, Petrick, Benignus, 
and Gildas the Wise, The school was plundercd many times 
by the Danes in the 9th and 192th centuries and it was 
finally destroyed by the Normans in the 12th century, 

In the carly centuries following tie creation of Air- 
Pialla, there was a nominel king who was the overlord and 
was chosen from the ruling familics of the sub-states, 
which included the O'Hanlons of Airthir, However, in the 
course of time, the states of the loose confcderation 
making up Airgialla tended to become more independent 
and gradually broke up into minor, principslities. This, 
of course, sided the U1 Neill in their eastward expan- 
Sion and subsequent Assumption df power over most of 
Ulster, 

In the height of its glory, Airgialla wes powerful | 
end enjoyed © number of unique privileges from the high 
king of Ireland, Among these privileges were the right 
to sit st the right hand of the high king as pointed 
out by an ancient poct: (From Manners and Customs of 
the Ancicnt Irish by O'Curry) 9 

"The right hand of Teamair's powerful king, 

Without injustice, without reproach, 

To the Airgiallians doth belong, 

Without decision of law, without disputc." 
Other privileges of the Airgialla included "not being 
bound to sttend but on 2 hosting of three fortnights 
every third year, with the supreme king of Ireland; and 
they do not go then if it be spring or sutumn; end seven 
bondwanen foe cvery man of them lost on that hosting; and 
they make restitution in the seventh pert only; and they 
psy not, for the theft they may commit, if the thicf's 
oath (acny 4t); end their hosteges are not bound in fet- 
ters, nor in chrins, save that they swear by the hand 
of the king that they will not then make their escape, 
and if then they do depart, that they shall not have the 
inheritance of earth or heaven," 

A hosting was 9" journey undertaken by a king with 
his immediate followcrs and warriors into those *reers 
over which he claimed superiority, A part of thc sub- 
ject chicftain's tribute to the higher king consisted 
in providing food end lodging for the overlord and his 
retinuc for © specified period of time, During the 
hosting, the overlord presented the vessel chiefs with 
geifts ond reccived gifts and hostrges in return, Hostages, 
of coursc, were ususlly tiken from the chicf's family to 
insure their value, Usually a hosting was © peaceful 
journey but, on some occssions, it was % succession of 
battles particularly if there was - disineclination on the 
part of the supvosed vassal to so consider himself, 
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Actually in Gaelic Irelend, slthough there was A 
nominal high king end severnl provincinl kings, the in- 
dividuel tribes were fairly independent end owed an alleg- 
jance which fluctueted with the power of the superior king, 
Kings of °11 grades were eclected from smong the royal 

amllics that were considered to be of that kingly linc, 
As 9 result, in ®11 of the kingdoms, there were two or more 
families considered to have the right of eligibility to 

the kingship. This naturslly led to the inter-tribal 
wars so frequent in Irish history, As * rule, A tanist, 

or king-succecssor, was clected during the lifetime of the 
ruling king which had a tendency to reduce the number of 
succession quarrels although this practice was not partic- 
ularly successful, 

In common with other Irish pedigrees, the carly an- 
cestors of the O'Hanlons, as cnumersted by O'Hart are of 
doubtful authenticity. However, the ancestor of the clen 
Ui Niallan, of which the O'Hanlons were chiefs, may be 
assumed as © starting point, The Niallan from whom the 
Ui Niallen clon descended lived prior to the year 400, 

His grandson, Muircadach, was the uncle of Deire, King 

of Airgislla during the time of Saint Pstrick, The legend 
of Daire °nd St, Patrick concerning the founding of Armagh 
in 445 as teken from the Book of Armagh by Betham in his 
Irish Antiquarian Reserrches is: 

"There was a certein mean, rich and honorable in the 
enstcrn country, whose name was Daire, him Patrick 
eskcd to give him some place to cxercise their religion, 

And the rich man said to the Saint, "What place do 
you require?" "I ask you," said the Saint, "To give me 
that high spot of ground which is called Dorsum Snalicis, 
and I will construct there » plnace for the purpose." But 
he was unwilling to give the svaint that high part, but he 
gave him another plece, in » lower situation, where now 
is Fertic of the mirtyrs, near Armagh, and Saint Patrick 
dwelt there with his followers, 

And after a short time 9 horseman of Daire's came, 
leading a horse, bclong to Daire, to feed in a grassy 
plece. (Christi annorum) #I cannot see the maning of 
this.) The bringing down of the horse into his place 
offended Patrick, snd he said, "Daire has acted foolishly 
in sending brutish »nimels to disturb this holy place 
which he gave to God." 

But the horseman, as if deaf, did not hear him, and 
as if dumb, not opening his mouth, spoke not, but having 
let out his horse there, for thet night, departed, 

On the following day, in the morning, the horseman 
coming to sec the horsc, found him dead, and he returned 
sad, and said to his lord--"Bchold! the Christian hes sl»in 
your horsc, for the disturbance of his plece offended 
him." and Dsire said, "He also, shall be now slain, go 
and kill him." ‘4nd as they were going, instontly death 
seized upon Daire--and his wife snid--"The Christian is the 
cause Of this, let some one go quickly, and lct his bles- 
sings be brought to us, and he shall be safe, And let 
them who went out to kill him be prevented and recalled," 
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And the two men went out t». slay him, who said to 
the Christiren concenling from him what had happened; 
Behold! Daire is sick, lct something be brought to him 
from you, if perchance it may have the power to cure him," 

But Saint Patrick, knowing what had happened, said 
"Certainly." And he blessed water, rnd gave it to then, 
saying, "Go, sprinkle your horse with this water, and 
carry him with you;" And they did so, end the horse re- 
vived, end they carried him with them--and Daire was also. 
restored by the sprinkling of holy water. 

And Daire came after this, that he might honour Saint 
Patrick, carrying with him a wonderful brazen forcign 
vessel, containing three mesures, and baire seid to the 
Saint, "Take this brazen vessel with you;" and Saint Pat- 
rick said, "grassichum," (Thank you). And Daire return- 
ed home and said, "This 1s © foolish fellow, who ssid 
nothing go0d, except grassichun," Then Dnire sent pgain 
for the wonderful brazen vessel contaAining three measures, 
and srid to his servants, "Go, carry back to us 2ur brazen 
vessel," And they departed, and said to Petrick, "We 
Will carry back the brazen vessel," And Saint Patrick 
again replied, grassichum, “carry it off." And they bore 
iti nway, and Daire questioned his compenions, saying, 
"What did the Christiren sayj have you not brought back the 
brezen vessel?" And they ahswered, "He seid, grassichum," 
And Daire answered, "He says grassichum when I give and 
grassichum, when I teke awsy," They carried again to hin 
the brazen vesscl--and Daire cnme himself and carricd the 
brazen vessel to Patrick, ssying to hin, "Take your 
brazen vessel with you, for you are *# constant and in- 
moveable man; 9nd moreover, that part of the land, which 
you formerly requested, I now give you, as much as I 
have, *nd dwell there;" thet is the city, which is now 
called armagh, and they both departed, Saint Patrick snd 
Daire, that they might consider the wonderful offerings, 
end the pleasing gift, and t» »sccend that height of ground, 
They found - deer, with her little fawn, lying in the 
place where is now 2n altar of the church of armagh, and 
the associntes of Patrick rashly wished to slay the fawn, 
but the Saint was unwilling, and did not permit it; but 
the Snint himsclf holding the fawn, csarricd it on his 
shoulders, end the deer following him, even like a most 
attached sheep, until et length he lect down the fewn in 
another wood, situnted at the northern side of Armagh, 
where those persons skilled in such natters sy, that 
some signs of his virtuc remain even tro this day. (Note: 
Aidus*caAlls all this: fable, )" 

additional informoetion concerning King Daire and 
Saint Petrick is mentioned in Keating's History of Ire- 
land -s trenslnted by John O'Mshony: "It was while Lreg- 
eri was king, (in the year 438) that bubthach O'Lugair, 
Fergus the Poet, and Roas, son of Tirchim, submitted the 
Senchis, that is, the Historic Tradition of the country, 
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to Saint Patrick, in order to have it purified and ap- 
proved of by that saint. From this it came, that Laegari 
was induced to call a general convention, at which the 
king, clergy and bardsages of Ireland were assembled to-~ 
gether, for the purpose of rectifying the said national 
records, When this convention had met, its members select- 
ed nine of their number for the duty, to-wit: three kings, 
three bishops, and three ollamhs, The three kings were, 
Laegari, son of Niall, King of 'Ireland; Dari, King of Ul- 
ster; and Corc, son of Lugaidh, King of Munster; the three 
bishops were, Patrick, Benen, and Cairnech; the three 
ollamhs, or doctors of history were, Dubthach, Fergus and 
Rosa, son of Tirchim. By these nine, the traditions were 
purificd and set in order, It is the work which resulted 
from their labors, that is now called the Senchas Mor, 
that is, the Great Tradition," Incidentally, the ollamhs 
or ollaves were the historians, genealogists and poets of 
Gaelic Ireland and became ollamhs only after a prolonged 
period of study, All kings hed their ollamh and one of 
his principal dutics was to preserve the history and 
genealogy of the king end his tribe, 

At this time there were three principal divisions 
in Ulster; Ailech in the northwestern part of Ireland, 
the territory of the northern Ui Neill; Airgialla, the 
central end southern part of Ulstcr; and, Uladh, that 
portion of Ulster cast of the River Bann and Lough Neagh, 

In the year 493 Saint Patrick dicd and the Annals 
of the Four Masters as translated by O'Donovan tell us 
that "There was a rising of battle, and e cause of dis- 
sension in the province contending for the body of Pat- 
rick efter his death, The Ui Neill and the Oirghialln 
(i.c, the descendsnts of the Collnas, who, *t this time, 
possessed a vast territory in Ulster, lying west of the 
River Bann and Gleann-Righe) attempting to bring it to 
Armagh: the Ulta (called by Colgan, in his trenslation 
of the Trippartite Life, Ulidii. At this time they 
possessed only that portion of the province of Ulster 
lying east of the River Bann nd Gleann-Righe.) to keep 
it with themsclvcs, And the Ui Neill end the Oirghiella 
came to a certain water and the river swelled agsinst 
them so that they were not able to cross it in conscquence 
of the greatness of the flood, When the flood had sub- 
sided these hosts united on terms of perce, i.e. the Ui 
Neill and the Ulta, to bring the body of Patrick with 
them, It sppenred to efch of them thet each had the body 
conveying it to their respective territorics, so that 
God separated them in this manner, without a fight or 
battle, The body of Patrick wes afterwards interred at 
Dun-da~let-gles with great honour and veneration; and 
during the twelve nights that the religious seniors were 
watching the body with psalms and hymns, it was not night 
in Magh-inis or the neighboring lands, 2s they thought, 
but as if it were the full undarkened light of day." 
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In the yerr 513 Cairpri Daimargit, son of Eocha, 
and king of Airgislla died and was probably succeeded in 
the kingship by one of the Airthir, Colga, son of Cluncth, 

From the time of its establishment until the final 
overthrow of Gaelic Ireland, Airginlln was subjected to 
the onsleughts of the Ui Neill from the west attempting 
to extend their kingdom, In this the Ui Neill were event- 
ually successful and cxtended their swsy over 411 of 
Ulster 2lthough their power fluctuated considerably as 
their kings were week or strong, One of the early battles 
for northern supremecy occurred in 519, in which the 
forces of Colga, son of Cluneth, King of Airthera (also 
said to be king of Airgiall=), and Muirchertnch MacErca 
defeated the Ui Neill at the battle of Detna, in Droma- 
Bregh, ®nd killed Ardgsl, son of Conall, son of Niall. 

From cast of the Bann, the Airgiallens were sometimes 
menanced by the descendents of the errlicr Ultonians and 
_had to fight to dcfend their conquered territory, An 
early bettle of this noture occurred in 576 when the Ulta 
Attempted to recover their ancient fort of Emenin near 
Armegh but were repulsed by the Airgiallans, | 

A greet convention which was summoned by the high 
king of Irelend, Acdh, son of Anmiri, was held in 590 at 
Dromketh, This mecting of the most distinguished men of 
the country was crlled to consider three problems, The 
most serious problem wis the disposition that should be 
meade of the vocts who numbered at this time almost one- 
third of the men of Ireland, These poets, or ollsmhs, 
quartered themselves on the pcople snd had become A 
serious economic problem. The second problem confronting 
the convention was the desire of King Acdh to pl*ce a 
tribute upon the Dal-Riada of Alba (Scotland), This ter- 
ritory had becn colonized from Ireland and was a4 subject 
state which up until this time hnd the principal duty of 
assisting the high king in his wars, The third problem 
confronting the assemblage was to depose Sganlan Mor 
from the kingdom of Ossory for refusing to pny head-rent 
to the high king, Among the grent men attending this 
convention were the following: Crimth*snn Kerr, king of 
Leinster; Maclduin, king of West Munster; Illann, son of 
Sganlan, king of Ossory; Guairi, king of clan Fiachra; 
Finghin, king of ell Munster; Raghellech, king of Tuatha 
Tacdin and Brefni Ui Ruairc, as far as Clinbsin Moduirn; 
Kellach, king of Brefni Ui Raghsllaigh; Conall Kenn- 
Maghair, king of Tir Conaill; Fergel, king of Ailech; 
Guiiri, king of Ulidie; the two kings of Airginlla, 
namely, Doimhin, son of Aengus, who ruled the country 
from Clochar Desa to Finn-crtirn, upon Sliabh-Funid, 
and Aedh, son of Dusch Gailach, who ruled from Finn-cairn 
on Sliabh-Furid to the Boyne. Clochsar Desa was in the 
southern part of wh=t is now County Tyrone and Ali*bh- 
Fuirid was in what is now County Armagh, 

Herring of the great convention -nd the reasons for 
its assembly, Snrint Columkille came over from Scotland 
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to intercede for the various defendants, Duce to his 
intercession with the members of the Convention, the 
number of pocts in Irelend wes merely reduced end each 
chief or king required to maintain only onc ollsmh, 
Seanlan Mor wes not restored to his kingship by the high 
king but with the assistance of Columkille made his 
esenpe end returned to Ossory where he resumed his lord- 
ship undisturbed by the monerch, When indulgence to 

the bDel-Rinda was demanded, Acdh refused and thereupon 
Columkille declared them forever frec from the Irish yoke, 

In the yenr 594, Aecdh, king of Ireland, marched 
with his troops into the province of Leinster in an at- 
tempt to collect the Borumhan tribute from the people of 
that territory, While Acdh's sormy wis in camp there, a 
Leinster chicftain disguised 9s » leper entered for the 
purpose of spying on the king's army. The monarch, how- 
ever, suspected the leper's authenticity and sent Dub- 
hduin, chicf of Airgielln, with his forces to Buniff and 
Crusidhabdhall to prevent the Leinstermen from surprising 
the camp, In the brittle of Dun-bolg which followed, the 
king and some of his nobles were killed, smong whom ws 
Beg, son of Cusnech, Lord of Airginalla, 

While the territory of Airgifalla was covetously 
eyed by the Ui Neill, the strength of the Airgiallans 
must have deterred the Ui Neill from any protracted 
warlike cndesvors, The Irish snnels, which record most 
of the wars 2nd hostings sre silent on this subject as 
concerning the Airgiallans for quite a period, The 
ecquistion of Armagh with its ccclesisstical supremacy. . 
was 2 prize which the Ui Neill were desirous of seizing 
but the men of Airthir were able to stem the onrushing 
Ui Neill for several centuries, It Appesars probrble 
that the downfell of Airthir 18 © dominent force in 
Ulster was finally brought sbout by the invasion of the 
benes in the ninth century. 

Aedh, son of Colgen, chief of Airgiclls and of all 
the Airthir, died on his pilgrimage, st Cluain-mic-Nois 
in 609, This chieftain hed his abode on an island in 
Loch-da-damh (Lake of the Two Oxen) which is unidentificd 
at this time, Of this lake it wes said that it was no- 
thing but splendor during the time of Aedh who placcd a 
brilliant house upon it, 

The Annals of Ulster give the following for the 
year 624, "A year of darkness, Acdhan, son of Cumuserch, 
end Colman, son of Comgellnan, pess to the Lord: and Ronan, 
son of Tunthal, king of the Airther>, snd Mongan, son 
of Fiachn, dic, 

The church of Clunin-2irthir todsy- 
Famous the four on whom 'twrs closed- 
Cormec (the mild), through suffering, 
And Illsnn son of Finacha, 


and the othcr pair, 

Whom many tribes obeyed- 
Mongan, son Of Fiachne Lurgan, 
And Ronan, son of Tuethsl," 


. 7 re WG ur 
\ mM i. I 


td oF owl ,ataerdnotob awobeny. 
ond motdae wrod oAt To arodmom 9 
dono $xe booubet yforvom aww bast ht astpo 
Ame Ifo ono elmo miedaiam of poke 4 
igid offs ud qingartya ata of borodaot ton aew 10M Bh. c 
ain obrm olftdmylod to sonedataan odd Agtw 1S ante 
“~btol ald-bomyaer on orone yrossO og bord 51 ba as 94a ao 
1a 

seta oft 


ot conosiubst aodW  sotswnom SAS Yo. podruta 
mogvetutt bar boayton AOA .bobarmeb ePw nbabs 
Hoy daltl ods moat 9077 ovotO't ment bourloob olf Lamas rod 
bodorem ,barLorl ‘to anit ,AboA ,2O2 IPOY GA oe 
-tr me ai totested to sontvotg, oft oft agootd eld tate 
to olgoog odd mort otudist cedmuroG odd Soolios oF, 1 
ep ,ovodd omeo af enw yore e’dbodA slitnv ros Latos | 
oi¢ tot bovretmo teqoel pp am bostumetb sted tote sotente 4 
“woh ,dotrnaom off  , yar a aren eat mo natyae Yo age 
-~Su Inoe barn uttotteer itus a'sxogol odd Setoaqaus 0. 
hac titawd fl: soo7ot ald Adin eLintsnts to tolso unt 
ilakigquse ort momietentol oft amovotq of Ifrdbdrdbitewi 
edt bo wollte? dotnw ylod-nud to ofdird ant al . .qmeo odd, 
aew modw umome ,bolity orow aaidon ald Yo. smoa bar ania 
alletorta to biol ,docmewd to moe, Roe 
yleauotovoo. anew ciirtartaéA. to usotiniod ott of LAW. 
anriflaiarié ont %0 ieaconde ont .{ftof LU edd Yd boyo 
botorstorg yre moxt [fiseu LV ong borrodob oved tam 
teom brooaet dotdw ,eienmasc datal oft ,atoveobio. ont Iaew 
ac tosotdua atd? ne tJnoLlia o2- anattaor bar agraw offd to 
eff .boafieq a stiup sot anelinfatts oad mei taroonco 
yormoyaque [rottectaofooo att Atiu dsgemtA To ncitelupos 
oiisisa to euetiech orow [fio IV edd dotdw osiag fF eew. 
gitneysne oft mote of side onow tlddals To fom ot stud. 
 afdedotd ih 3 Set po Leaves 107 fitout tral 


| Swustioo Nicte ond mt aon 
fle te bar Pilefaata to totro icomiod te mea , bes 
aftcoW-olm-ntevld ge ,oasmitatiq ath ao Both iter ety 
nt banlat os ac ebods ata bad miAdtetdo ala? aa 
roLtLénobing at dotdw (a@be0 cwl ont to ond) arb -Ab— . 
-on arw til tert biea Baw FF ovel eine 70 . , omit ati $ 9s. 
3 boorstq onw abet tc omit ond aoiib noboelga ded 
| tf mogu seven. Jaa 
oA ot aetwellot oft evita totaly to. gat 
foroaumyD to ace ,medbot ,aaonmtianb Bo APOY i a 
wench bas i:btod ont oF aang wellogmed te teaad 
noe ,NennoM bar ,eroddats sdt to aatad .f 


-¥rbos nadgabe-mteu£) te or a Xo a 

.. sbeeclo aewd! mcsn., Fy, 
+ Ma lated sponds. <td a 
oPaOrEe Ie noe, 


tas ad ' 

r ' « 

35 ‘bo 
Se ‘ - 
eo i oy 


p Wpeee ty Fay, ¥ , 


Another prominent chieftain of Airthir who became 
king of Airgialla@ was Maclodhar Crech, His reign appears 
to have becn & peaceful and prosperous one and he dicda 
natural death in 640, No further events of interest con- 
cerning Airgialls sare noted in Irish annals until the year 
675 when mention is made of the slaying of Dunchadh, son 
of Ultan, chief of Airginallsa, by Maclduin at Dun Forgo, 

During this period snd for some centurics to come, 
the men of Airgialla practically monopolized the cecles- 
iastical succession t» the primacy of ‘rmagh, In the 
latter part of the seventh century, Flann-Febln, 9 member 
of one of the regal families of sairthir, succeeded Seg- 
hence in the Primacy. This prelnte, rssisted by the abbot 
of Sayghir and forty other bishops, held » synod in 695 
whose canons were still extant in the seventeenth century. 
Flann-Febla died in 715 and was succeeded by Suibhne, 
son 9f Crunmecl, who governed the see until his death in 


730. 

During the rcign of the high king Loingsech, 1 great 
pestilence reged among the cattle of Ireland which was 
followed by A genernl famine throughout the country. 

This famine lnsted for three yerrs snd it wes reported 
that during this period perple were forced to crt one 
another, Along: with these cnlsmities, there was a 
generel spirit of unrest in Ireland which induced among 
other things, 9 war between the castcrn end western parts 
of Sirgialls, During this war, in the year 696, a bait- 
tle was fought at Tulach Garrsisg, in Fir Monech, wherein 
were slain Conchobher Macha, son of Maclduin, lord of 
Airthir, and Aedh Aired, chief of Dalrnadia, 

It was in the reign of the high king Fearghsl that 
those three showers fell which ceused grent wonderment 
throughout the country, Those showers consisted of a 
shower of honey at Fothain Beg, a shower of silver st 
Fothain Mor, anda showcr of blood in Magh-—Lighen, 

Aftcr this monarch had been ten years in sovereignty 
over Irelend, he wos slain in the battle of ‘lmhnin, by 
Dunchadh, son of Murchadh, snd “*cdh, som of Colgnn, an 
heir presumptive to the kingship, This battle was 
fought in 721 with thirty thousand worriors on the bat- 
tleficld, Of this number, twenty-one thousend were 
with the high king, ond hed been recruited mainly from 
the north, while the belance of nine thousend were the 
forces of the king of Leinster, Among the chicfs and 
leaders that fell in battle with Fesrghal was Egncch, 
gon.of Colgen, lord. of Airthir. 

Following the denth of the high king Flaithbertach, 
aedh Ollan, son of Fearghal, obtnincd the soxvercignty of 
Ircland and held it for nine years. Aedh Ollan was 
slain in 742 during the battle of Scred-nagh, in Menth, 
On this »xcecasion, the high king's crmy suffcred a scrious 
defeat and lost severrl of their leaders, among whom were: 
Cumuscach, son of Conchobar, king of airthir, Moensach, 
king of the UL Cremthainn, ond Muiredach, king of the Ui 
tg Hs Oy a an 
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Following the denth of Cumusench, Congel, son of 
Egnech, was elected by the sirthern tr be their king. 

He led the men of sirthir to © victory over the Ui Tuir- 
tri in 744, During this battle, which was fought in the 
northern pert of County Aarmegh, ne of the chicfs of the 
Ui Tuirtri was slnin and the other cesenped by flight. 
Three yesrs leter, Conzel wes slain at Rethesela by Don- 
nb09, son of Cubrentan, It was during this seme yerr, 
749, that snow of on unusuel quantity fell in Ireland so 
that almost all the cattle in the crxuntry were destroyed. 
This unususl snowfoll was followed by 4 severe drought 
which cnused grest distress throughout Ireland, 

No further events concerning the ‘irthera are chron- 
icled for almost thirty years. Very probably they were 
living in © prosperous peace for it was during this period 
of time that Irish scho>5ls and learning were foremost in 
the western world, Schols»rs attended the universitics 
from the civilized p-rts of westcrn Europe and Irish 
priests performed missionary work through most »f Europe, 
Among the famous schools in Ireland at. that time was the 
University at irmagh which was in the territory of Airthir, 

Peace was broken in 775 when * battle was fought 
between the men of airthir and the men 2f Ivengh, *t Ath- 
Dumhs in what is now County Down, The tirthers were vic- 
torious ®nd slew Gormgsl, leader of their focs, Four 
years latcr Irish annals note that Colzu, son of Cellach, 
broke a bettle upon the iirthers, during the course. of 
which many ignoble persons were slain, This, n> doubt, 
refers to the warriors serving with Colgu. oA as 

In the yesr 790, Donnghal, son of Bochall, King of 
the .:irthera dicd and nine years leter the annals record 
a destructive battle among the airthera themselves, 

This was the battle foucht et Magh-Lingsen during which 
Maclochtaraigh, abbot of Daire-Eithnigh, end Conmal, son 
of Cernach, were slain. Magzh-Lingsen hrs been tent»tive- 
ly identified .s being » plsin in whnt is now the baronics 
9f Oritor in County Arm-ch, 7 

In 820, an srmy was led by Conchobher, son of Don- 
nehadh, into “*irthir end the country deveststed as far 
AS Armagh, | 

Disputes and contests during the first helf of the 
ninth century were not confined t»% the lay chicftains, 
but the clergy themsclvcs, esvecially at Armagh, were 
involved in uncleric®l disputes, The succession of ab- 
bots and bishops was interfered with during these fcuds 
which may have been inspired by the Ui Neill in their 
attempt t» obtain control of the ‘rmezh Primacy, Eoghan 
Mainistrech, and Airtri, son.of Conchobhnair, the immedi- 

ate predecessors of Forannan, were in continuel warfere. 
Airtri was in elliance with Feidhlimidh, of Cashel, and 
had the support of Cumasgech, son of Cathal, lord of the 
Airgialla, who was his helf brother; Eoghan, on the other 
hand, appears to have had the support of Niall Caille, 
who leter bceeame high-king of Ireland. In 826 or 827, 
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Cumasgach drove Exghan forcibly from armegh, and put Air- 
tri into his place. Nevertheless, Exghan recovered his 
bishopric that same yesr, frllowing the battle of Leith- 
cam, It was in this bettle thot Cumasgach was defeated 
and slain by Niall Caille after which Niall sustnined 
Eoghan in the bishopric for some yesrs, However, in 
about 830, Eoghan was plundered and his cattle carried 
off or killed by Conchobhair, king of Ireland, wh» appears 
at that time to have been in allirence with Feidhlimidh of 
Cashel, 

The battle of Leith-cam may well have been one of 
the turning points in the history of Ulster, For this 
battle, which was fought for the bishopric of Armezh, 
Niall assembled the fighting men of the reces of Conall 
end Eoghan, otherwise known °s the Ui Neill. To oppose 
this great fighting force, Cumusgfach, lord »%f Airgialla, 
and Muirdeadhach, lord of Ui Eathach Uladh, mustered the 
Airgialla and Ulidians, In the spirited bottle fought 
about three miles east of ‘rmagh, the iAirgialla gained a 
victory over the troops of Ailech on the first two days. 
However, on the third day, when Niall himsclf entered 
the fray, the Airgialla were defented and great slaughter 
mide of them by the victors. It was to foretell this 
battle that the Saint of jirigul prophesied: 

Leith-c7m! great heroes shell perish there, 

They shall be cought at Leth-Luin, though 

far, though lste, though slow, 
Cumusgech and Conghalach, sons of Cathal, and many other 
nobles of the Airgialla were slain in this battlc, 


-10— 


hg ha 
7 ) P 
tot Th 
oe ee wo 
i ae n 
be ap 
‘ { “* 
| 
j ‘ 


tA tuq barn. .Agkota met UWdLorw’t aneincs ‘evexb | ok 
ath batovese: mrigod ,saolotdtowe ,eoatq ata 
Atial te efited ong ontwe Lic? , TP 9%. “Seige teay 
botroteh arw doangonw) gedd ottdad atid a aw 
bontateva Liett dotdw s9dTe f£kad LLalh yd agi 
; owe ,ATAOE oes “st atngedatd odd at 
bhetayao elt¢reo eld ban herobaula aaw nadgod a) ee ‘s 


aqqe cow ,beelotl te ant af tiedde done) yd ballts » fal nll 
fbim£ldbtot Adin vonoliin “at mood ovad ct oaks gedit os 


Toran} 
tc enc noad even ILew yam mao-Atied Ts etdted eit 
atn+ ach  tatelU te gaedvatd edd at edgieg orrterd ons 
ena te oftacdetd edt at tdgvct ama dotaw: oltted 
‘SpecdD tc sooen oft to mom Batddtalt ong beidneaas ILriM 
acgqo ¢ [ffowt f£U oft 8° nwead saiwrense ,manrined ‘DAS 
ilfpigalf tc Sof .fesasunne ,potct gattdalt s8otR akAt 
sit boxotaut bell doadisea wu "ce Brol ,fomibnabatom bas 

tiauet ofiged bottatqa oft at .enelb tify bar alfetants 


é 


es hontan alietaxt! off .daom’ Tc Taro aofitn sort tuede 


b+ PS an ~ 
,eyeb cwt tart? ofd ao dooll. I 8dr cyt oft stove yrctofy 
bovodae tiosmtn ffart maodw ,yeb bats Av fo ,rovowo lt 
ot¢riaueta teen bee botneteob exow ALIA tarts. oft ,yart oad 
- | 


dt Lfetorcet ct aew JT  .anctotv ons Yo nant to obat 
jqcea Lvafat: te galec ons gands oLditnad 
x¢ [fonda Booted PAots tmaonntiod 9 
a ‘hiatal te tanuco od fina YouT 
wele dywodt ,atel saweds Ay ci 
ofte yosm baa ,fadted te ance eioataning D ban, do an amd 
tied aidt at mainte veo f{nlarta ont tc pare 


A 
fe 4 
at 
ve F 
{ rr Fas ‘a 
pe aT ey 
(hp 
mY, ee Ee, 
; iis 1. Tt hil 
‘ 
¥ a 7 a 
“% Ae Ait ae Mk? i 


Part II. 
From the Norse Invasions to the Norman Invesions 


The Norse invesinons began late in the eighth cen- 
tury and brought foreign strife end warfsre to Ireland 
for two hundred years, These Norse invasions were por- 
ticularly devestating to the north and east portions of 
the country. Inasmuch as the king of the Northmen made 
his headquarters in irmezh for 2 period of time, it seems 
likely that he inflicted a severe defeat on the Airthera 
from which they were slow to recover, and which afforded 
the kings of Ailech an opportunity to eventually extend 
their dominions fserther to the east, 

Unfortunately the Norse were not content to conquer 
and occupy a territory but they also destroyed churches, 
schoo.ls and libraries. Irish learning at that time was 
contained in handwritten manuscripts which the Northmen 
ruthlessly put to the flemes., Consequently, the bulk of 
the history concerning Airginlla was lost tr» posterity, 
The university at Armagh with an enrollment of seven 
thousand, prior to. the Norse invasion, was one of the 
most famous in the world and its destruction was a severe 
blow to Irish learning. 

The first Norse invasions tok place on the southern 
coast of Irelisend which were followed by other landings 
on the ecastern and northern consts, These first invasions 
appear ts» have been prey hunting expeditions under inde- 
pendent chicftains, However, about the yerr 831, 2 great 
fleet under the commend of Turgesius arrived off the 
northern coast of Ireland snd plundered the country in- 
land as far as Armagh, Turfesius was recognized by all 
the Norsemen then in Ireland as their lender and he cs- 
tablished Armagh as the sest of his government, The 
initinl resistence of the Airthern to the invaders must 
have been strong ns the foreigners found it necessary to 
attack and plunder armagh three times in one month before 
they were able t». obtain its possession, In” short 
time the Northmen were able to control most of the north- 
ern and eastern parts of Ireland over which they cstab- 
lished a tyrennicel sway. 

. During the Norse rule in parts of Ireland they ex- 
acted many tributes of vassalage from the Irish. Prob- 
pbly the most o3dius of the taxations was the "nose tax, 
so-callcd because they demanded sn sunce Sf gold for 
every man of the Irish and, if this were not forth- 
coming, the man's nose was forfeited, 

Turgesius was limited to secular control of north- 
eastern Ireland for a few years but in the year 841 he 
succeeded in banishing the bish»rp snd clergy fron the 
country around Armagh, Thereupon, he assuned the full 
Authority and jurisdiction of the eclesiasticel see of 
Arnash, He ruled the defeated Irish with en iron hand 
until Jed was sh het end killed by Naelsechlainn in 
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845 for which fent Meelsechlainn was clectcd high- 
king °f Ireland, Following the death of Turgesius, the 
extent of the Norse rule declined and eventuslly the 
northnen were restricted t. 2 few snall areas near the 
coast. 

Possibly to secure an ally who night aid in expel- 
ling the Norsemen fron Ulster, Godfraidh, son of Fearg- 
hus, chief of Airginlla, went over to Alba (now Scotland) 
in the yesr 835 to strengthen the D-l-Rirda, at the re- 
quest »°f Kenneth Mac ‘lpin. 

Events of interest for the next few years ‘re given 
by obncsennalo iin prict style, *in-S5i>> Foparvach; *son of 
Maelbresail, king of the \irgialls, dicd. In 862, ‘edh, 
son of Cumascnch, king of Ui Niallein, died, and Muired- 
hach, son of Maclduin, vice-abbot of Armagh, and king 
of the iirthera, was slain by Donmall, son of Aech, son 
of Niall. In 874, Conghalnch, son of Finnachta, lord 
Jha der ed aitts OL Os, 

During the reign of the high king Flann, Armagh 
was plundered twice, On the first »rccersion, the Norse 
destroyed a great part of the city nd cerricd many of 
the inhabitants int» captivity. In the year 879, Flann, 
hinself, with his Irish troops And reinforcenents fron 
the Norse plundered Armagh, During his expedition into 
this part of Ireland, Flann defeated the men of ailech 
end took hostizes from the Ui Neill, In one of the 
battles fought at this time Lorean, son of Coscrach, 
lord °f the U1 Ninllain, and Donnagan, son of Fozartach, 
lord Or far Memnacn, mucurliy Tell dy+e6ach* other) 

The spirit of unrest that pervaded the rest of 
Ireland wis also cvident in Airgialln where Mnelpnrdralig, 
son of Maelecunrarda, king of Airgialls, was slain by 
hip own associates in 884, 

The annils mention an incident for the year 893 in 
which Mraelnagrai, son of Gairbhith, lord of the ‘irthera 
wis slain by Amalghaidh, son °f Eoxchaidh, This was 


probably 2 Local quarrel resulting in »n isolsted brt- 


tle during which the lord of the Airthern was slain by 
his cnenies. 

While Niall Glun-dubh, from whom the O'Neills of 
Tyrone derived their family name, was king of Ailech he 
was embroiled in nunerous uisputcs with the men of \ir- 
thir, During a border incident in 907, the Aairthera 
captured one 2f Niall's adherents. This captive later 
esonped And took refuge in the esthedral At armogh where, 
according t» Gaelic cust»on, he was safe from his pur- 
sucrs, Nevertheless, Cernschen, son 2f Duilfen, tan- 
ist of Airthir, pervetrited sacrilifous violence by re- 
moving this csptive from the cathedral and drowning his 
victim in Loch-Cirr which lies west of armagh. Five 
years lster, Ninll had his revenge when he seized Cern- 
achan and drowned him in the same lAke as A punishnent 
ror vane cerlicr’ cringe. . In 9L3° Niall’ concluded peace 
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with Aedh, king of Ulster, and in consequence of that 
treaty, Niall felt secure enough at home to go on a 
hosting int» Meath, Niall's arny, strengthened by the 
men of Airgialla, went into canp at Grellach-Eillte fron 
where a2 large perty was sent out to forage for corn and 
firewood, This party was overtaken by the men of Meath 
and the invaders lost 45 men including Flenneean, royal- 
heir of iirgialla. The following yenr Niall became 
high king of Ireland and after reigning three years, he 
was defented and slain during the battle of Athcliath 
by the Norsemen under the lesdership of Sitric. This 
Norse chieftein had recently srrived in Ireland with a 
great flect and teken possession of the country around 

-Ath-Cliath (Dublin). For the task of expelling the 
invaders, Niall assembled all the men of Ulster and ad- 
vanced on the Norse who were cncamped near what is now 
Dublin. In the defeat that was inflicted on the Ulster- 
men during the battle fought, on October 17, 917, many 
nobles and Warriors were killed anong whom was Maelcraebi 
O'Dubsinnaigh, king of Airgialla, 

The Annals of Ulster note that Muredach, son of 
Donhnall, tahist-abbot of Armagh, died in 924, ana that 
in the year 936, Joseph, abbot of Armagh, and Maclpat- 
raic, son of Macltuile, superior of Armagh, rested in 
old age, \ 
' Concerning the ecclesiasticnl succession at armagh, 
Stuart's Historical Memoirs of Armagh makes the following 
connent: 

"Henceforth, and down to the beginning of the twelfth 
century, the »ccounts of the succession to the see of 
armagh are greatly confused and very obscure, It had 
already got into possession of one powerful family, the 
menbers of which held it for *bout 200 years, reckoning 
from the death of St, Maelbrizid, who died in 926 or 
927, until the accession of the great St. Malachy. This 
fanily was most probably that of the dynasts of the 
district of Armagh, whose ancestor, Daire, had granted 
to St. Pstrick the ground on which the church and »ther 
religious buildings in the city had been erected, And 
it is rensrkable, that the two first bishops of this 
long succession, viz., Joseph and Maecl Patrick, are 
styled princes of armagh; a title which strongly indi- 
cates thet they were really chieftains -s well as 

_ bishops of the city. After them care was taken the 
see should not be conferred except on members of the 
ruling family. It seems, however, tht these lay usur- 
pers retained regular bishops to »sct for then as spuf- 
fregens, while they enjrxyed the church livings; sand 
hence we find in the subsequent period severnl persons 
called by some writers bishops of .rmagh, sand onitted 
by others," In this discussion, Stuart was quoting 
from Lanigen's Ecclesiastical History of Ireland and 
adds his own comment that to assert thrt prince sig- 
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nifies chieftain in the Above is specious but ground- 
less as the term is commonly used .in the annals of 
Ulster. 

In 932 Celican, son of Gairbhith, king of the 
Airthera died and in 948 Foghartach, son of Donnacan, 
king of -irgiella, died in penitence, 2%ccording to 
entries in Irish annals,. 

In 957 Muiredach, son of Fergus, of Slieve Gul- 
lion, located in what is now upper Orior barony, county 
-rmagh, became archbishop of Arnegh, He retired, or 
was deprxsed, in 965 and died the following yer. 

In 962, Eicnech, son of Dalach, king of Airgialla, 
and his son, Dubhdars, were slain by his brother, Mur- 
chad, son of balach, This lLattcr event probably took 
place during high king Domhnall's warlike venture into 
Airgialla for which he brought bonts over the Blackwater 
to Loch Ennel end plundered the islands in the lake, 
The Airginllans retaliated in 973 by deferting Donhnall 
at the battle of Cill—Mons in the county of Meath, The 
men of iirgiallna were nided by the Norsemen in this 
battle end were victorious »%ver the Ui Neill slthougzh 
losing their king, Donncusn, son 2f Mnelmuire, The 
“Airgiallens repested their triumph over the men of 
silech four years later by gnining a victory ina” naval 
battle fought on Loch Erne, The king of ‘ilech, Niall 
Us Cenannain, was slain during this brittle, 

In the year 980 Domhnall Us hiitedidh, lord of Ui 
Eachach, end Loingsench, son %f Foghartach, chicf of 
UYeNIE Paine nucueitlye fala py’ each “other, 

The first notice of a men who sssuncd the surnane 
of O'Hnnlon appears in the yerr 983. This was Flaith- 
bheartach Un hanluain, lord of Ui Niallsin, who was 
tre-cherously slain by the Ui Brensail. Flaithbheartach 
was the son of Dinarnaid, wh»? was son of aedh, son.of 
Brian, son %f “*nluan, from whom the family name is de- 
rived, Anlusn wes eleventh in descent from Nisllan 
fron whom the tribe of Ui Niallain was descended, 
Previous t9 this time, an individual hd only a given 
nané and was known as the son of, son Of, etc,, which 
nade femily pedigrees highly inportant. The family of 
O'Henlon thus nined was one of the chief fomilics of 
the clan Ui Niallain to. which they contributed many chicfs 
end 1t wes also one of the royol familics of the larger 
Area covered by the district of sirthir, Eventunlly, 
as Airthir was reduccd in size by more powerful necigh- 
bors, the designation came to apply only to the district 
Necupied by the O'Hanlons end a little lster the terns 
Orior (Airthir) and O'Hanlon's Country were synonymous. 

The annals note that in 985 there was 9 grert 
contention at Armagh on the Sunany before Lemmas be- 
tween the Ui Eschach and the Ui Ninallain, during the 
course of which the son of Trenfherr, son of Celechon, 
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and many others were slain, In 988, Echmilidh, 

son of Ronan, king of Airthir, was killed by the Con- 
ailli. The Airgiallans retaliated in 998 and killed 
Gillachrist Ua Cuilennain, lord of Conailli. That 
same year the Airgiallans lost their king, MacEicnigh, 
son of Dalach, in a battle with Ua Ruairo. 

Brian Boru seized the sovereignty of Ireland from 
Maelsechlainn in 1001 and with all the forces of south- 
ern Ireland marched to Dundalk, There he was met by 
the Ulidians, Ui Neill and Airgiallans under Aedh O'Neill 
and Eocaidh who refused to permit any further advance. 
No battle was fought at this time nor were hostages giv- 
en as the two armed hosts separated under a truce, The 
following year Brian again marched into Ulster and took 
hostages from all the north when Aedh O'Neill failed to 
give him battle. This indication of weakness in the 
northern chieftains was duc to a lack of unity which 
manifested itsclf in the ycar 1003 when the Cinel Eog- 
hain, or men of Ailech, engaged in open warfare with 
the Ulidians under Eocaidh. The battle fought at 
Cracbh Tulcha was disastrous to both armies and the two 
chicftains were killed togcther with a great number of 
the Ulstcr nobles on both sides who were engaged in 
the fighting, King Brian took immediate advantage of 
this discord which disrupted all of Ulster and assem- 
bled his troops and marched into the north, Brian 
proved his supremacy by carrying off hostages from 
Ulidia, Ailech and all the north except the country of 
the Cinel Conaill, now the county of Donegal, While 
on this cxpedition into the north, Brian visited the 
cathedral in Armagh where he laid an offering of twen- 
ty ounces of gold on the altar, | 

Brian is noted in history for the peace and pros- 
pertty which he brought to Ireland and for his defeat 
of the Norse at Clontarf in 1014, For two hundred 
years [Ireland had been in a state of almost constant 
warfare with the Norse and the morale and fortunes of 
the Irish had deteriorated to a very low point, Through 
Brian's tact and skill in uniting most of the Irish 
and defcating the Norse, Ireland underwent © rcevitaliz- 
ing period, During his rcign, good government stabi- 
lized the country 7nd an immense amount of construction 
and rebuilding took plece, Though he was slain at the 
battle of Clontarf, Brian's army totally defeated the © 
Norse and relicved the Irish forever of that bondage. 
With Brian -t the battle of Clontarf were men from all 
of Ircland except Ailech and Ulidia, The Airgiallans 
under Ua Ccerbhall (O'Carroll) and Mac Uidhir (Maguire) 
were the only warriors from Ulster that fought with 
Brian in the defeat of the Norse, The chronicler of 
the battle of Clontsrf states that Us Cenarbhall and 
Mac Uidhir were the two most illustrious Irishmen that 
graced the field on that day. 
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In 1021, Acdh U= hInnrechtaigh, king of Ui Meith, 
was slain by the Ui Niallain which was followed by a 
predatory excursion into Airthir by the son of Aedh 
O'Neill, Although they considcrably outnumbered the 
warriors with O'Neill, the Ui Niallain and their allies 
were defeated and many were slain in the battle fought 
in. the middle of Armagh, In the following year, the 
Ulidians under their king, Niall, made a great slaughter 
of the Airgialla at Sliabh-Fursid, The same year, Mac- 
ipo ee son of Cearbhall king of Airgialla, dicd, In 
102 Maelduin Ua Conchnaille, king of the Ui Niallavin, 
WAS slein by the U1 Loctsrin, 

Cathalan Ua Crichain, lord of Fir Manach and of the 
Airgialla in general, and Culocha Ua Gairbhith, lord 
of Ui Meith, slew each other ina bettle fought in 
Oe a wo doubt this local quarrel was another instance 
of the unrest that disrupted Airgialln sand mede it an 
ensicr prey, for the’ UL Neill, “In the year 1032, Air- 
thir wes menaced by the Ulidians and the men of Airgi- - 
alla grined a victory over the invaders at Druim-Bean- 
nehair (now Drumbanagher, about seven miles from Newry, 
on the road to Tandersgee). 

Archu Ua Celechain, lord of Ui Breasail, and Ruaid- 
hri Ua Loreain, lord of Ui Ninllain, were slain at 
Crnebh-caille, by the men of Ui HAthach (living in what 
is now the barony of Armagh) under their chief, Muirea- 
dhach Ua Ruadhscain, in 1037. Four years later the 
men of Airgialls undertook 2 preying expedition into 
Conoilli, but they were repulsed ind routed by the 
Conzilli ot Magh-da-chainnesch, In 1047 the Airgial- 
inns »Accompnnied the Ui Neill into Brenghs where they 
slew Madadhan Ua hiffernnin, chief of Clann Creccain, 
In 1048 Gillacoluim Ua Hcighnigh, chief king of Air- 
ginlla died and was buried rt Dun-da-leathghlas. 

In the yerr 1050 there was a conflict between the 
Airgialln snd the men of Msegh-Itha in which Eochnidh 
Us hossein was slain. Results of this battle »re not 
known but probrbly it wns only © minor affoir which 
had little or no effect on the peoples involved, 

In the yenrs 1053 and 1054, the fortunes of war 
favored the Airgislls and they gained victories over 
their cnemics, On the first occssion the Airginlla 
under their king, Lenthlobher, son of Laidhgnen, made 
1. predatory cxcursion nrgainst the Gnilengs snd the 
fugitives of the men of Meath sand Breaghs end carried 
off many cows and prisoners, Immediately the Gailenga 
went in pursuit of them and overtook the cattle spoil 
of the Airginllans. However, Domhnall, lord of Fir 
Menach, escorting the cattle home, successfully resisted 
his pursuers and slew their lender and many of his 
warriors. During the following yer, the Airgiallans 
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again led by Leathlobher defeated the Ui Neill and 

slew Acdh, royal heir of Ailech, In this same year, 

the Ui Niallain lost their king when Dubhghell Ua 
hAcdhagain was killed by Ua Laithen, It should be 

noted that cattle formed the nucleus of Irish economy 

at this time and for severnl hundred yenrs this situation 
remained unchanged, | 

The Airthera in 1057 defested the Ui Enchach under 
their chief, Gilla-Crist Ua Fnaelchon, On this occasion 
the Airthern were probebly aiding Ruadhri Ua Ruadhacain 
in a personal quarrel with his clansmen. Two years 
later, Airthir was the scene of © predatory excursion 
successfully conducted by Maclseachlainn Ua Madadhain, 
He slew Gillamuire Mac Airechtaigh, steward of Clann 
Sinaigh, and csrried off three hundred cows, 

Toirdhealbhach, grandson of Brian Boru, was recog- 
nized in 1064 as high king by most of Ireland with 
the exception of Ulster, In 1075, Toirdhealbheach 
assembled his supporters for ” hosting into Ulster in 
an effort to force from the Ulstermen a recognition of 
his assumed sovereignty. The warriors of Airgialla 
hastened to mect the oncoming foe and inflicted 92 dis- 
astrous defenrt on the invaders *t Ard-Monenn and sl»aught- 
ered great umbers, 

Ailbhe, wife of the king of Airthir ond successor 
of St, Moninne, died in the year 1077, As successor 
of St. Moninne, Ailbhe was abbess of Cill-Slcibhe, or 
Killeavy, near Newry, in. what is now the county of 
Armigh, This same year, Una Celechnin, royal heir of 
Airthir was slain and in the following yenr the chicf 
king of Airgialla, Leathlobhar Ua Laighnen, was slain 
by Ruadhri Un Ruadhacain, and Dubesa, daughter of am- 
halgaidh, successor of Patrick, wife of the king of 
Hire Gis, OLCG, 

There was another series of battles in 1086 and 
the Airtherna defeated the Ui Eachach and killed their 
leader, Domhnall Ua hAiteidh: the Ulidians defeated 
the Airgiallans at the battle of Eochaill and slew 
Cumasgach Ua Laithen, lord of Sil-Duibhthire, and Gil- 
lamoninne Ua Eochadha, lord of Clann-Sinaigh, together 
with many of their followers; and, the Conailli-Muir- 
theimhne slew Ua Baigheallain, lord of ‘tirgialla, 

In 1093, the Conailli-Muirtheimhne again defeated 
the warriors of ‘irginalla and slew their chief, Aedh 
Un Baigheallain, The Ulidians in 1094 made a great 
Slaughter of the Airthera and many of the nobility 
fell together with Usa Fedacain and Mac Acnghusa, It 
was in this year thnit Ireland expcrienced very severe 
westher from which srose a great dearth. In the year 
1096, Flann Ua hAinbhidh, lord of the South of Airgial- 
la, died in peace and Cu-—Uladh Ua Celenchain, royal 
heir of Airgiells, was killed by the Ulidians, 
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In the last year of the eleventh century, Ruaidhri 
Ua Ruadhacain, lord of the eastern part of Airgialla 
and royal scion of Ireland, diced in the forty-fifth 
year of his reign. He is described as the most distin- 
guished of the dynasts of Ireland. 

In the first year of the new century, 1100, a great 
Leinster army made a predatory excursion into Ulster 
as far as Sliabh Fuaid, This army burned and devastated 
Airgialla, Ui-Meith a.nd Fir-Rois, The following yenr, 
Donnchadh Ua Cearbhall, lord of Meath, went on a war- 
like venture into Fir Manech end Conrille and took an 
immense booty of cows. However, Cucaisill Ua Cearbhall, 
lord of Fir Manach and Airgialla, pursued and overtook 
one of the raiding parties at Airgedgleann, In the 
battle that followed, the invnders were routed with the 
loss of most of their fighting men, This same yeerr, 
the king of Ulstcr, Muirkertach Us Lochlrinn, granted 
scveral townlands to the monastery at Newry. 

In 1111 Donnchadh Us hanluain, lord of Ui Niallain, 
was treacherously killed by his kinsmen, However, 
before the end of twenty nights, these kinsmen were 
captured and put to denth by Us hAnluain'’s clansmen, 

A further extension of Ui Neill power was made in 
1113 when Domnall Us Lochlainn with the men of Cinel 
Bognin and Cinel Connill nrssisted by the Airgiallsans 
made a hosting into Ulndh, Un Lochleinn expelled Don- 
nehadh from the sovereignty of Uladh and divided Uladh 
between Ua Mathgamna and the sons of Donnsleibhe, Dal- 
radia and Ui Eachach Cobhe (now the barony of Iveagh 
in county Down) were retrained however by Ua Lochlainn, 
Donnehadh appealed to Muirchertsch Un Brienin, high 
king of 211 Ireland except the north, for assistance 
in expelling the Ui Neill. Muirchertach, with his 
army of Munstermen met the Ulstermen under Ua Lochlainn 
at Magh-Cobha, However, Cenllach, successor of St, 
Patrick, medinted 2 peace between the two armies, In 
defience of the perce treaty, Ua Mathgamna seized 
Donnchadh and blinded him, whereupon Ua Brianin marched 
his army to Grenog and again confronted the Ulstermen 
under Un Lochlnainn. The two ermed hosts feced each 
other for a month but were dissuaded from fighting by 
Ceallach, who finally brought about an agreement for a 
year's pcace between the opposing leaders, 

In 1126 a preying cxpedition was led into Airthir 
by Ruadhri Ua Tuachair. This raiding party devastated 
the country as they passed through 2nd secured a Large 
booty, Before the invaders could meke their getaway, 
they were overtaken by the men of Airthir who bcherded 
the lender and slew most of his followers, The Air- 
thera in 1127 ecsptured the house of Flann, son of Sin- 
ach, in the Third of the Saxons, in Armagh, from Rag- 
hnall, son of Mac Riachaigh, who was behesded by the 
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victors, Also in this same year, Gillachrist Un 
hEighnigh, king of Fir Moanoch and ‘irginlla, died in 
Clochir-mac-Daimhine, after choice penance, In 1128 
the Airginllnans accompanied the Ui Neill under Ua Loch- 
lainn on a hosting into Magh-Cobh* where they seized 
hostnges from the Ul Eschach Cobha, This warlike ven- 
ture was continued into East Meath and to the Fearn- 
Breegh where they were dcefented and lost a number of 
their fighting men. This host under Ua Lochlainn con- 
mitted a great crime before God and men with the burn- 
-4ng of Ath-truim and its churches in which 9 great’ 
multitude died in the floemes, Following this act of 
violence, Ua Lochlainn moerched his army home without 
having obtained the peace of God or of men, 

St, Cenllnach, Archbishop of armagh end Primate of 
Ircland, dicd »t Ardpstrick in 1129. When Cenallach 
felt death appronching, he exhorted the princes of the 
country to chosse Malachy as his successor in the prin- 
acy. Notwithstanding this, on Ceallnach's death, his 
cousin, Muirkertach, usurped the see which he ruled as 
a tyrant for three yerrs., Muirkertach's essumption 
of the primecy was 1 continuration of the monopoly over 
the see by © single princely family, thought to be the 
clan of Ui Sinnich, © branch of the Ui Eachach living 
in what is now the barony of arnrgh, 

Following the desth of Brian Boru #t Clontarf, the 
high kingship of Ircland was resumed by Maclsechlainn 
who rulcd until his desth in 1022, The Ui Neill suc- 
cession to the monerchy, which had lasted for six 
centuries, ended with Maclsechlainn, The kings of 
Ircland thet followed him were kings with opposition 
and did not enjoy regal power throughsut the country. 
Henceforth, until the Norman invasion, Ireland was 
divided int» seven independent kingdoms, any one of 
which might temporerily scknowledge the supremacy of 
a neighboring prince who gained sufficient strength 
to enforce his ambitions, The seven kingdoms exist- 
ing at this time were: Aillech, Ulidia, Airgialla, 
Connacht, Meath, Leinster and Munster, The Ui Neill 
rulers of Ailech were generally acknowledged as kings 
of Ulster by the Ulidirns and Airgisellans »lthough 
their overlordship required a constant demonstration 
of superior strength, Annalistic events record the 
provincial quarrels and struggle for power that existed 
in Irelend snd retarded establishment of aA strong 
central government, The events affecting airgiella 
indicate its semi~independence at this datc, In 
1136, Conchobhar, son of Domhnell Ua Lochlsinn, who 
was.first lord of Ailech and king of °ll the north, 
including Cinel-Conaill, Cinel-Eognin, Airgialla and 
Ulidia, and royal heir of Ireland, was treacherously 
killed by the men of Magh-Ith>. Toirdhenlbhnach Ua 
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Conchobhair, claimant to the high-kingship, made a 
hosting against Ua Maeleachlainn in 1138, For this 
hosting; the king mubtered the forces of Connaught, 
Breifne and the Airglallans under Donnchadh Ua Ceatb-~ 
hall, For the defense of his lands, Ua Maeleachlainn 
recruited the men of Meath and Leinster and received 
substantial reinforcements from the Norsemen along the 
coast. The two armies met at Craebh-Maighe Loraigh 
and set up camps separated by only a pass through a 
small wood, They remained in this position for a week 
without coming to battle and then separated without Ua 
Conchobhair receiving hostages from Ua Maeleachlainn. 

Donnchadh Ua Cearbhall, king of Airgialla, founded 
the famous Cistercian abbey of Mellifont, near Drog- 
heda, in 1142, Ua Cearbhall was prompted to do this 
pious deed by St, Malachy who was head of the Irish 
ecclesiastical hicrarchy at the time. Monks for the 
new abbey were supplied from Clairvaux whither Malachy 
had sent some Irishmen for training, 

In the year 1145, Donnchadh Ua Cearbhall marched 
against the people of Ua Macleachlainn and burned Treoit 
whercin threescore persons perished in the flames, 

This same year there was dissension in Ailech and the 
Cinel Conaill were victorious over the Cinel Eogain in 
a battle fought for the tribal chicftainship. Ina 
second hosting made by the Cinel Conaill rgninst the 
Cinel Eogain, they were joined by the warriors of Air- 
gialla under their king, Donnchadh Ua Cearbhall. The 
Cinel Con°ill were egain victorious and the victors 
banished Ua Gormleadhaigh from his chicftainship and 
established the son of Niall Mac Lochlainn as chicf of 
Cinel Eogrin, Ua Maeleachlainn revenged himself on the 
Airgiallans this year by a predatory excursion to Cunil- 
gne from where he made off with a booty of cows, In 

- 1146 there was a great windstorm in Ireland which des- 
troyed forests and killed *® great many people, 

In 1147 the Airginllans under their king, Un Cesr- 
bhall, accompanied the Cinel-Eogain on a hosting into 
Ulidia, This army defcated the Ulidinns and plundered 
and burned Leath-Chathail and returned home carrying 
hostages from the Ulidinns, During the following year, 
the fierce tribal warfnre continued with the Airgiallans 
first fighting on one side °-nd then on the other, 
Donnchadh Ua Cearbhall first allicd his werriors with 
the men of Cinel—Eogain on a hosting into Ulidin where- 
in the invaders subducd the country and carried off 
hostsges from the Ulidians, A little Inter, the Airginl- 
lans and Ulidians united against the Cinel-Eognin which 
prompted another expedition into Ulidin by the Cinel- 
Eogain. On this occession, the Ui Neill expelled Cuuladh 
Us Duinnsleibhe from his kingship and placed Donnchadh 
in his plece, Cuuladh appealed to UA Cearbhall for aid 


-20~ 


yr aot “ec 
ManB2T0 
beige 


TO Yt mods oO 
! pana rBQER mons 
tats ano eals mots assaAveot A Br 
AL tel gttA to nals 


‘eae tris oM ‘Td yadd A anh 


advo" ,oml 
ont f riw KTSsvrF 


hem Aoolta 
fort>. oy 
Bane 


to ey ly Ns w 
Li antdnaed 
rss ond fy, ree 
triadbad ; to ~s 
ea perisinood oF 
. foamin 
Latvoxs 


— 


SL GO8 ay 


mon 
ars £3 wot fo’ y 


oped) eee ray 


ibe protanen ala: 


-fok@rnA of 
ilo bab. sci 2ao 
-$eard oft vd AZ 
donlwud. bafiveaxo Lito LU ond 
spedomrol beorlg bar giramete ata 
Sih xo? Lirridairad nv ot boinoqan # 


8 ob att, \ anaeeere fers ers on Puecort 
nf firs tad Nose lee ‘\ : i. 
ac petedtam, 
bavionntad ab Mia engl tal; 
ath ‘to sane 
netanied bas adaemM ‘to ‘nem ot 
mo etmeanmeot? 
tom aotmta owt ont 
betarsqoa aigniso 
[ Hopiamsat Yor 

bra oltts ed of gaimoo’ dyosit 
tyfaooer rLendom 


poe is 
to s8e@Dt67 


al ,sbael 


aK ene 


‘ 7 C. fet fy 


abad 
aM Al 


DeIgmorig arty 
to DA son Sw 


aden) 28 
‘ne td 
rylp & 


eit 


Lot iat 


ae. 
au toa bre 
boow Iieme 
n09 


Lisdate +30) al) Absrommod - 


{fiandas 3U Bu 


oriw ‘asl aM 


Ww 


Lo auoast nts 
te vd ree auolgq 
dé viiorsronel fnottealaolooe 
£9 ane botlqqua erow yadds wor 


anigive’t xOt movurte Lt ‘Omos gnoe Bat 


"Tem 44 P igre gp BU Ads 
. BRE antsl nose 
dotvey ano: 


eid at Bs 


er 737 ) 
de td os 


euol*ro 


a hae 
Paes 
& oymove't 


to yrood £f 


WISH Ye 
on A 70 nd sgod- 
ames LTV 


ont oO 


rs Or etl ‘ 


if ot GHOSs 

avol rod ia 
3 ieio ” fed fierd 
titemod Loatd std 
dt va Bb: 
ay Ads siniadans ot Pt rif 


af iLoy 


4 


YTOS + D Sorter 
it tw 


ra 8 bo 
panty ~tond obra annLinitgrts ont 
feat ong bolangqmooo* 
tob wave ainht 

geod Bbeovrud bar 


ont “potpo 
bamurterd ben Litantenddai 
ony ux bet 
doiw bount$noo ores 
noaty Bre 
bolfias gaxtt 
{IU o@at antisod fh mo ninge 
od brris bas wriawoo ait bomk 
gtosed offttl A 
Gfomto ond Santrar potiny 
ti odnt mobs bho: 


EL TROY ome BE 
ofont sv to of fyooq oad santags 
atog stToosooild ntovornw 


tb afw yr spoy emee aldTt 


sow Lftenod Lentd 

aiid Nahe trinsrot olgtad A 
} yd abam gulteod broooa 
of stow yout ,gwirgod fant 
3 «ton? tobmy eLlfets 


totv gtagea ovew LL£fen09 Lonto 


mort’t iat elo nofmrod ru bonatard 


ffeltu to moa ons bodgligayes 


trfdo 


neLoaM AU 
rn Yd anoy etd anatiatarha 
to ebam of oTronw mort 
bariert ml mevod aber EW jrors 8 enw stony 
[itd ban ataoreT heyord 


witegod Lomtd 


sure 


HILL at 
,tiand 
~RIBLLU 


,anribill arid mort nat one 


-anntoet: 


rote 


r 


tw fadiat oo18 
sbte oma mo gattmstt 3 
{feridyred aU Abadon 
am Lantd to tt 
sa etobavat 
‘ond mort ae 


t ond 


. : v" 
‘ lus Hr oe : 
tee a pe 1 wena 


in regaining his throne end UA Cearbhall responded by 
marching his army, reinforced by Un Ruairc, into Ulidia 
and restoring Cuuladh to his throne, However, Cuulrdh 
was expelled shortly aftcrwards by his own subjects, 

The constant warfere in Ulster was a source of great 
concern to Malachy, primate of Ireland, and he arranged 
a mecting at Armegh in the latter part of 1148 between 
the northern chicftains, Terms of peace were agreed 
upon °nd the kings of Airgialla, Ulidia and the other 
northern countries geve hostages to. Muirkertach Ua Loch- 
lpAinn, king of Cincl-Eogrin, in token of their submis- 
sion, Similar hostings and predatory excursions in 
which the Airgiallans accompsnied Us Lochlainn continucd 
for two yeers, after which Ua Lochlainn was acknowledged 
high king by 211 of Ireland with the exccption of Mun- 
ster, 

In 1155 Donnchadh Ua Cearbhall trx0k 2 small group 
of followers to a conference with Tighernen Ua Rusire 
at Cenannus,. UA Rurire treacherously made a prisoner 
of Un Cearbhaill and held him captive for over 2 month 
on an isinnd in Loch Sighlen, Aided by his confedcr- 
ates, the king of Airgislls overpowered and killed the 
guards and mede his csespe from the island prison, The 
following year the men of Cinel Engain and Airgialla 
went on 8 hosting int» Ossory where they compelled the 
nobles there to acknowledge the sovercignty of UA Loch- 
lainn, There was a greet crop throughout Irelsnd this 
yesr, which was the first great crop for nine yenrrs, 

A synod was held in 1157 which was attended by 
the primate, seventcen othcr bishops, the high king, 
and the provincial kings of Airginslla, Ulidin and 
Breifne, together with a gresxt number of the lesser 
clergy and nobility as well 8 2 great number of the 
common people, This synod wes held in the abbey of 
Mellifont end -fter the prim»>te had solemnly consec- 
rated the »bbey church, the lay princes consulted with 
the bishops on the conduct of Donogh O'Mclaghlin, 
prince of Meath, who had become the common pest of the 
esuntry, <A short time prior to the synod, this man 
had murdered 2 neighboring chicf in violation of pre- 
vious guerentecs and O'Meclsghlin had usurped the king- 
dom of Meath with the aid of Diarmaid Mac Murcadhna, 
king °f Leinster, In addition, O'Mcl*ghlin was noted 
as . "cursed athcist." This "bad man" was accordingly 
excommunicated by the synod and sentence of deposition 
pronounced against him by the monarch and the ather 
princes, Thereupon, Donrxgh's brother, Dermot, was made 
king of Meath in his plece, at this synod, the high 
king grented land, cows ond sixty ounces of gold t9 
the monastery. Un Cearbhall, ©ls%2, made a gift to 
the monastery of sixty runces of gold, 
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The Connachtmen and their allies in 1159 made a 
preying expedition into Airgialla which was repulsed 
by the warriors of Ulster under the high king, Muirk- 
ertach Ua Lochlainn, In the battle fought at Ath-na- 
caisberna, the Ulstermen slaughtercd great numbers of 
the inveders and took away 4 greet cnttle-spoil, A 
short time afterwards, Ua Lochlainn collected an army 
of his followers from Airgirlln, Cinel-Eogfin, Cinel- 
Conaill snd Ulidin -nd made a hosting into Connecht 
where they burned Dun-Mor, Dun-Cinraidhi and Dun-nan 
Gall. Ua Lochlainn devastated much of the country be- 
fore returning home without peace or pledges, This 
same year, the king of Airthir, Murchadh Ua Ruedhacain, 
diced, Commotion and disorder reigned in various parts 
of Ireland for the next two years during which Ue Loch- 
lainn and the men of Ulster went on hostings into adjac- 
ent territories, In 1161 Us Conchobair of Connacht 
gave pledges to Ua Lochlainn and reaffirmed his recog- 
nition of Un Lochlainn's sovereignty. 

The importance of the school »t Armegh was demon- 
strated ot the Synod of Clane in 1162 during which it 
was ordered that in the future only graduates of Armagh 
were to obtain the position of chief professor in a 
school attached to any church in Ireland, Such a decree 
indicated a recognition of Armngh as the national unie 
versity of Ireland, 

Ua Lochlainn was almost undisputed monarch of 
Ireland at this time and the first high king since 1022 
to enjoy such nearly universal recognition of authority. 
However, he soon showed that he was unworthy of his 
high position and began harrassing the Ulidians by num- 
erous preying expeditions into their country, On one of 
these expeditions, in 1165, Us Lochlainn seized Mac 
Duinnsleibhe, king of Ulidia, and deposed him, After 
holding Mac Duinnsleibhe cnptive for 9 short time, Ua 
Lochleainn réleased him whereupon Mac Duinnsleibhe made 
his way to Ua Cenrbhall, king of Airgialla, At this 
time, Ua Cesrbhall was the special friend and supporter 
of Ua Lochlainn who held him in the highest estecm, 
Upon Us Cearbhall's intercession, Ua Lochlainn was per- 
suaded to restore Mac Duinnsleibhe to his throne but 
only upon ample guarantees of future good behavior 
and the giving of hostages, to which Ua Cearbhall was 
a party. Notwithstanding his oathe and promises, Ua 
Lochlainn in 1166 again descended on Ulidi> end seizing 
Mac Duinnsleibhe cruelly put out his eyes, Enraged at 
this perfidy, Us Cearbhall hurricdly reised an army 
and fell on the high king at Leitir-—Luin in whet is now 
the barony of Upper Fews in county Armagh, Although he 
had but few warriors with him, Ua Lochlainn gave battle 
to the Airgiallans but was deferted 1nd slain, Follow- 
ing Ua Lochlainn's dcath, Ruaidhri Us Conchobhair led 
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an army into the north and took hostages from the 
Cinel-Conaill after which he procecded to Ath-clianth 
and was innuguroted king of Irelend, Donnchadh Ua 
Cearbhall and the chicfteins of Airgialla attended the 
inauguration and gave their hostages to Ua Conchobhair, 
A great meeting was convened in 1167 by Ua Conch- 
obhrir at ath-buidhc-Tlachtghn which was attended by 
many Irish leaders, both lay and ecclesiastic, among 
whom was Un Cearbhall, king of Airgiallsa, There were 
thirteen thousand horsemcn at this gathering, of which 
six thousand were from Connacht, four thousand from 
Breifne, two thousand from Mesth, four thousand from 
Airgiella and Ulidis, two thousand from Leinster and 
one thousand Dines from Ath-clisth. Many good reso- 
lutions were passcd at this meeting, respecting vencr- 
ation for churches and clerics, snd control of tribes 
end tcrritorics, so thet women were able to traverse 
Ireland slone without fear, after this meeting there 
was 1 mustering of the men of Ireland for ©” hosting 
into Cinel-Eovain, Donnchadh UA Cenrbhonll and the men 
of Airginlla accompanied U2 Conchobhair on this hosting 
into the land of the Ui Neill. On this expedition, 
Tir Eo9gain was divided by UA Conchabheir into two parts: 
that part north of the mountain (Callsainn) was given 
to Niall Ua Lochlainn and that part of Tir-Engrin south 
of the mountoin was given to Acdh Uns Neill. Dirrmaid 
Mac Murchadhn (Dermot MacMurrough) returned from Eng- 
land this year with a small force of Normans sand re- 
eAained Ui Ceinnscnlaigh, . part of his former kingdon 
of Leinster, Mac Murchadha had been banished the pre- 
vious year from Ireland by UA Conchobheir for abducting 
the wife of Ua Runirc, 
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. Part III. - 
From the Norman Invasion to the Ulster Plantation 


The first Norman invaders into Ireland from 
England created only mild excitement among the native 
chiefs. To them the few Normans appeared only as pred- 
atory warriors in search of booty and would return 
home of their own volition ina short time. The inter- 
tribal warfare was far more important to the Irish than 
the arrival of a few knights from across the channel. 

Roderic O'Conor was recognized as high king by 
the men of Meath, Breifne, Airgialla, and Connacht and 
they came to his assistance when he resolved to enter 
Leinster and punish Marc Murcadha in 1169, Arriving near 
Ath-cliath the Irish army was soon split by dissension 
and Ua Conerxbhair dispensed with the services of the 
Airginllans and Ulidians under their kings, O'Carroll 
and O'Haughy. At that time, Donald O'Carroll died and 
was succeeded in the kingship of Airgiella by Murrough 
O'Carroll, Following the defection of the Ulstermen, 
O'Conor, though still superior in strength to Mac Mur- 
rough, entered into 2 peace treaty with his enemy and 
withdrew from Leinster, | 

In 1170, Richard de Clare, Enrl of Strigul and 
Pembroke (commonly called Earl Strongbow) arrived from 
England to aid Mac Murrough and réceived the promised 
reward, He was followed the next yesr by Henry II, 
king of England, who made a circuit through the eastern 
pert of Ireland and reccived homage from several of the 
Irish chiefs including O'Carroll of Airgialla, The 
passive manner in which the Irish accepted Henry's 
assumption of lordship is understood when.it is rcecog- 
nized that they accepted the Pope's transfer of his : 
lordship over the island to the English king. Possibly 
the anglicizing of Ireland would hsve been accomplished 
peaceably if the Norman invaders had bcen far-sighted 
administrators rather than warriors greedy for land. 
Following Henry's return t»o England, his lieutenents 
in Ircland immediately began seizing land from the Irish 
upon which the native chicfs rebelled and put armics 
ints the field to dcfend their rights. The chicfs of 
Ulster refused to recognize Henry's authority to grant 
their homeland to John de Courcy snd they were instru- 
mental in the formation of a confederacy to expcell the 
foreigners. This confederncy rsised an arny of 20,000 
men in 1174 from Tir Exgain, Airginalla, Ulidia, Connacht 
and Meath under the leadership of O'Conor, Entering 
Meath the Irish army levelled t>. the csarth the Norman 
castles which De Lacy hed built there and cleared the 
district of the English colonists. However, instead of 
following up his advantage, O'Conor disbanded his arny 
end returned home to Connecht, 
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The English edventurers continued to build their 
castles from which they sellicd forth to prey on the 
neighboring Irish. One of the most avaricious of the 
Normans in this respect was Richard de Flanders whose 
enastle of Slene was located in Meath, From this strong- 
hold, it was the custom of Flenders to send forth raiding 
partics int») the adjacent districts where they destroyed 
property, drove away the cattle, burned homcs and murdecr—. 
ed the inhabitants, Such outrages became unbeareble and 
the natives apperled to the kings of Tir Eo; ‘leas and 
Airginlla for assistance in their tragic pligh In 
1176 the warriors from Tir Exgain and eerients united 
and entered Meath where they attacked and destroyed 
several English strongholds, including the castle of 
Slane. In the massacre that followed the taking of 
Slane, de Flanders was slain along with most of his 
warriors, 

In the year 1177, John de Courcy, with a small 
force 2°f armored men, marched into Ulster to take p.s- 
session of the territory granted to him by King Henry. 
Entering Ulidia, de Courcy destroyed Dun-da- ~lethglas 
and crectecd 2 castle there fron which he marched 2ut 
t> raid the surrounding aren, In the some year, de 
Courcy defented the Ulidinans twice snd the Cinel En ngain 
and sirgiallans »nee cach, During the following yenr, 
however, de Courcy suffered battle reverses which proved 
that he was not invincible. One %ecrsinn is described 
as follows in the History of Dundalk by John D'Alton 
end J. R. O'Flansgan, 

"The Irish--chiefly the sept of 0! Hinlon--eccording 
to Hanmer, "comped by south of Dundalk, and by north of 
the river Dundugin, when De Corurcy, having marched to 
§ place within a mile and o-half of the Irish camp, made 
a stand, with his brothere (in law) Sir Armoricus Tris- 
' tran (ancestor of the noble family of .St, Laurence, of 
Howth), Sir Roger Poer, and others, consulted what course 
was best to be held." "On thet council of war Sir Arn- 
oricus advised that "when the enemy hath descried us, 
we shnll perceive by his array whrt he menns to do. If 
they turn face t9 us, 2nd offer tr fight, our foot shall 
recover Dundalk afore them; snd with our horses we will 
so handle the matter, that we shall sustain no great 
loss. If they fly, and teke the river, the sea comes 
in, & we sholl overtake them afore half pass. All were 
well pleased with his advice, & followed the direction, 
Nicholas St, Laurence, with his company, wheels before; 
Sir John de Courcy, At once followeth after, & Roger 
Poer tnkes the rerewnard, The enemy, having descried 
then, takes the river, Sir Nicholss gives the sign, 
whereupon the English army gave a grent shout, 2nd fol- 
loweth on their heels; the Irish brenk their arrry; 
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they tumble %ne upon another in the water; the current 
drowns some; the sea and the swiftness of the tide take 
others away. Such ns would not venture the water, were 
overtaken by the English, O'Hanlon, and his company, 
thot hid passed the water, seeing the carnage of his 
men, could not come to the rescue by renson of the salt 
water. The English horsemen overtook the foot of the 
Irish, and skirmished with them, until Sir John de 
Courcy cine; by that time the sea, likcwisc, had stop- 
ped the Irish from flying, 2t 1 grest water, 9 mile 
from the Lurgan, on the south side of Dundalk, The 
Irish, secing themsclves in this strait, turning their 
faces, choose rathcr tr dic with the sword, like men,. 
than t>» be drowned in the sess like beasts," A desper- 
ate engr-gemcent ensued, in which Sir John dé Courcy was 
again "sore wounded."--"The sleughter on both sides was 
great; few of the Irish, and fewer of the English, were 
left alive, The Irish got them to the Fews, and the 
English to Dundalk; but who got the best, there is no 
boast made," 

. It was in this year that Ireland experienced a 
wonderful, violent wind, which prostreted a very large 
portion of woods and forests and great onk trees were 
blown flat onto the ground, 

In 1181 Hugh Mac Murrough, roysl chicf of Muin- 
nter-Birn and the Airthir and the Cantred, was killed 
by MacMahon in treachery while they were at © mecting. 

John de Courcy continucd to strengthen his position 
in Ulidis and to harrass Airgialla and Ailech by prey 
hunting expeditions, In 1188 de Courcy's forces made a 
predatory excursion into Tir Eogain where they collected 
a large cattle booty. O'Loughlin, king of Ulster, 
assembled his warriors and pursued the invaders to Cav- 
_enna-g-Crannard, a place nerr Armagh on the road to 

Newry. In the battle that followed, the English were 
defented but the Irish lost their leader when O'Loughlin 
was slain by an Englishmen's spear, During the follow- 
ing year, O'Mulroney was deposed as king of Fir Manach 
by his tribesmen whereupon he spperled to O'Carroll for 
assistance, Shortly afterwsrds a party of English on a 
preying expedition entered airagialla and defeated the 
forces under O'Carroll and O'’Mulroney and killed the 
latter, That same year, Armagh was plundered by de 
Courcy after which he burned 2 lerge portion of the 
town, including the Rath, Trien, and the churches from 
St. Bridgct's Crosses to St. Bridget's Church, Murrough 
O'Carroll, arch-king of Airginll*, cied in the monastery 
at Mellifont after choice penence, 

Illustrating English cruelty to the native chicfs 
is their treatment of O'Carroll, king of Airgialla. 
Seizing this chief in 1191, they held him prisoner for 
a year and then putting out his cyes, they henged hin. 
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Family feuds and tribol worfarce were continuous 
in Ulster at this period, The principality of Airginalla 
had lost a great deal of its errlier territory and in- 
cluded only what are now the countics of Louth, Monaghan, 
Fermanagh and Armegh, The increasing power of Aticch 
made it possible for its rulers to generslly assume don- 
inion over the neighboring sub-kingdon, The English 
invaders neturelly concentr>ted on obtaining a foothold 
on the coast from which they could expand their holdings. 
One of the first areas to fall completely under the 
English was that section of Airginlla now known as the 
county of Louth and which the early invaders called 
English Oriel, That part of ‘irgialla now called the 
county of Monsghan was known t» the early English as 
Irish Oriel, The O'Carrolls who were the chief kings 
of Airginlla durinz and immediately preceding the Nor- 
men invasion were clininested Gonly in the struggle by 
the foreifpners, 

The men of Airthir and Ulidia internittently fought 
cach other ond secrsionally united sgarinst their com- 
mon foes, the Ui Neill and the English, Sporadic out- 
bursts °f violence and treachery mirk their common 
history of which a typicel event recurred in the yenr 
1194. During this yerr the O'Hanlon treacherously 
slew the son of Magnus Mac Donlevy, Two years later, 
Roderic MacDonlevy, obtaining ellies from the English 
and the nen of Connacht, made a hosting into Tir Eogain 
and Airthir, However, the Cincl Exgain and Airthera 
met the inveders 2% the plein of iArnagh end defcated 
them with great slaughter, 

The Ui Neill in their kingdom of Ailech had two 
ruling bronches: the descendants of Conall, or Cincl 
Conall, who lived in what is now county Doner al, and 
_ the descendants of Exgan, or Cinel Engain, who lived 
in what is now the county of Tyrone, The king of 
Ailech was chosen from these two branches and as the 
Ui Neill extended their power the king of Aailech was 
acknowledged as the king of Ulster, However, there 
was intermittent warfare between the Cinel Conall and 
the Cinel Engen which neverthelcss did not become 
serious enough t» prevent the Ui Neill from obtaining 
sovereignty over Ulster, Sometimes the men of Airgialla 
Allied themselves with the Cinel Conall snd sometimes 
with the Cinel Eogrn, 

Indicative of the northern feuds at that time is 
the entry in the Annals of Loch Ce for the year 1196: 
"Ruaidhri Mac Duinnsleibhe conducted a lerge army from 
Connacht, including the son of Mnelisa O'Conchybhair, 
and the son of Mac Murchadha, grandson of Macl-na-mbo, 
end Brian Buidhe O'Flaithbhertsigh; but the Airgialls, 
and O'thAnlusin, and the chicf men of the Cenel-Eoghain 
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assembled to meet them, viz:--two large battalions; 

and they gave one another battle, when this ermy was 

all slain there, alons with the son of O'Conchobhair, 
and the son of Mac Murchadha, and the son of O'Flnith- 
bhertsigh; so that there cscaped of them only Mac Duin- 
nsleibhe with a few horses, *nd a very few of the arny." 
In the .bove entry, it should be noted that O'Henlion 
was sufficiently powerful t». be mentirned scparsrtcly 
from (une reeset or alirpiniin, 

The twelfth century ended and the thirtecnth cecn- 
tury began with continuing trib?l feuds in which the 
airginlls fousht mainly with the Ui Neill aztrninst the 
encroachments of the Enzlish, In the yenr 1210 the 
Envlish introduced Enzlish laws snd customs into Irc- 
-land and divided that portion of the country under their 
control into counties, »mong which ° portion of sairgi- 
Alln nesr the const was cAlled the county of Louth, 
However, these countics extended no farther than Enzlish 
colonists had been able to secure and maintain their 
posscssions sf:einst the native Irish. 

In 1241, Donald Mor O'Donnell, king of Tir-Connill, 
Fir-Manach, Cnirpri, sand Airginlla, dicd on the pillow, 
after bringing victory from the world snd from the 
demon snd he wig buried in the Monestery of Es-ruadh, 
O'Donnell wns succeeded as king of Airginlls by Pstrick 
(Gilla-Prtreiz) O'Hanlon, The following year, Richerd, 
the English Earl of Ulster, and Willinm Vescy, Justici- 
ary of Ireland, led an army into the north against 
O'Hanlon -nd other princes who were obstructing English 
expansion, Hostafes were trken on this ocension by the 
invaders from O'Donnell, 

Gilla Patrick O'Hanlon, king of Airyzinlla, was 
killed by an archer in 1 battle with the men of Connacht 
in the yerr 1243, Upon‘his desth, Murrough O'Hanlon 
was elected king of Orior. Henry III summoned a nunber 
of Irish kings, including O'Hanlon, to »-ttend him in 
an expedition rgainst Sertland in 1244, although it's 
probsble that the summons wis neslected. The feud with. 
the Ui Neill of Tir Boghnin was continucad sna Murrouc 
was ceptured and imprisoned on the island of Loch-an- 
Drocheid, Through the miracles of St. Patrick, he was 
sble to cserpe from his prison in the yerr 1245, How- 
ever, during the following year Murrough O'Henlon was 
killed by his encmics at the instigetion of Brinn 
O'Neill, 

After many battles, Brian O'Neill was recornizcd 
as king of Irelnnd by 211 the chiefs of Ulster and 
Comnacht, Two years later, in 1260, Brian led an arny 
against the English at Dun-crA-lcth;hlias in what is now 
the county of Down, On that ocersion the Enzlish 
scored - complete victory and killed Brian and many of 
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his principal chieftains including Cooley O'Hanlon 

and Neal O'Hanlon. Hugh O'Neill succeeded Brian as 
king of Tir Eoghain and Airgialla and allied his forces 
with the English in a hosting into Tir Conaill in 1265. 
This expedition was defeated by the men of Tir Conaill 
and the invaders were forced to return home without 
having obtained any hostages or booty. 

Revenge for the murder of Murrough O'Hanlon was 
obtained twenty years afterwards with the slaying of 
Laughlin MacCann outside the court of the Lord Arch- 
bishop in Armagh by Eachmarcach O'Hanlon. In 1268 
Eachmarcach, king of Airthir, was taken prisoner by 
the Constable of Ros-ne-cairge, Walter de Marisco. 

That same yerr O'Hanlon escaped and fled back to his 
own country. é 

The ancicnt feud between the man of Ulidia and the 
men of Airgiflla broke out again in 1269 and Eghmily 
MacCartan, chicf of Kinelarty, in the county of Down, 
was slain by O'Hanlon. The war cry of O'Hanlon's 
clansmen when going into battles of this kind was 
"ardchully aboo," | 

Events recorded about this time indicate that the 
final dismemberment of the formcrly great principal- 
ity of AirgiaAlla has taken place, The English had 
trken over the country of the O'Carrolls and named it 
County Louth. O'Hanlon was king of Airthir (nanglicized 
Orior) sand wag allicd more with the Ui Neill than with 
anyone else, Moc Mahon was king of the area now cal- 
led the county of Monaghan end is the territory hence- 
forth called Airginlla and referred to by the English 
as Irish Oricl, It appesrs probable that Orior included 
most of the county of Armagh although the exact bound- 
aries of Orior probably fluctuated with the strength 
of the O'Hanlons., 

Aftcr a hundred years, the English in Ireland were 
living, fighting and ruling in much the samc manner 
as the native Irish, Great lordships were granted to 
adventurers by the king which were retained or lost on 
the battlefield, Nationalistic patriotism was almost 
&s unknown to the invaders 2s it was to the Irish, end 
history has recorded Irish aiding thc English against 
other Irish nd vice vers», Each native chicf and 
English lord was conccrned solcly with holding or extend- 
ing his own domein. The English lords gave only nominal 
nlicginnce to the king in Engl°nd and in numerous 
inst=nces these lords conducted their affairs without 
refcrence to the crown, Conscquently, thc nrtive chicfs 
felt thcmsclvcs in for grester dangcr from these Nor- 
mins in Ircland thin from the king in Engl»and, In 
1272 severnl of the Ulster chicfs attempted to obtain 
from the King a cessation of the continunl harassment 
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from the English lords by reaffirming their loyalty 

to the king in England. A letter signed by the O'Neill, 
king of Cinel Eogain, Oghie O'Hanlon, king of Airgi- 
alla (correctly "Orior"), and other Ulster chieftains, 
was sent to King Edward I and stated that they were 
aiding the kings Sencschal against the rebcls and 
prayed thet Edward would not listen to charges against 
them, 

In 1273, O'Hanlon and the Cinel Eogain invaded 
the constrictcd Airgialla and slew its king, Oghic 
MacMahon, together with a great many of his followcrs., 
A few years later, however, the ambitions of the Ui 
Neill of Cincl Eogain brought them into conflict with 
O'Hanlon who was compelled to obtain help from the 
English under Ralph Peppard, 

A little later, the O'Hsanlons must heve found the 
English encrosching too far for, in 1291, the Earl 
of Ulster and the Justiciary made an cxpedition into 
Ulster against O'Hanlon and the othcr chicfs who werc 
hindcring the peace. 

In the lattcr part of the thirtcenth century, 
Richard, Earl of Ulster, was the dominant Englishman 
in Ulstcr to whom the Irish chiefs in the north must 
pledge obedicnce end loyalty as to the king himsclf, 
and the Earl ruled his territory Almost like an indc- 
pendent prince, Numcrous administrative deteils in 
connection with their territories hid to be cleared 
through the Enrl, many of which required that the 
Irish chicfs had to visit the Earl to discuss the 
problems, In 1297, Cooley O'Hanlon, his brother, 
Angus MacMahon, and many other northern chicft-ins 
were returning from a formal visit to the Esrl of 
Ulster when they were unexpectcdly attackcd by the 
English of Dund®1k,. Due to their superior numbers 
and the surprise of the attack, the English were able 
to slay the king of Orior, his brother, and many of 
the other chiefs and followers, 

In 1306, Neal O'Hanlon was one of the Irish chiefs 
to whom Edward II wrote to request that they would -t- 
tend him in his expedition to Scotland, 

The power of the English crown had dropped consid- 
erably in Ireland by the close of the thirtecnth 
century and English law and rule, as far as the crown 
was concerned, were acknowledged only in Dublin, 
Meath, Kildarc, and a few other small areas, Colonists 
from England were so little protected by English author- 
ity thet it became customary for these scttlers to 
pay "black rent" to neighboring netive chicfs. "Black 
rent" was a tax paid to the Irish chicfs to keep them 
from molesting the English. O'H=snlon was one of the 
chiefs that collected "black rent" and he levied it 
on An aren extending from Dundnilk to the north of 
Dublin, The colonists, of course, struggled against 
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this tax and ocecnsionally sent out their own warring 
parties in ret»lintion. One such sortie was under 
taken by the men of Dund-lk in 1314 when they made a 
raid against O'Hanlon and slew two hundred of the 
Airthera, O'Hanlon retalisted and plundered Dundalk 
that same year and it is assumed that payment of the 
"pleack rent" was continued, 

In 1315 Edward Bruce arrived from Scotland on 
his illfstcd attempt to become king of Ireland, It 
does not Aappenr that O'Hanlon as chief of his clan 
joined with the other Ulster lenders in the rebellion 
against English rule, This is indicsrted by the fact 
that during the cerly period of Bruce's cnamprign in 
Ircland, he expturcd the son of O'Hanlon and scnt him 
as a prisoner to Scotland, and also by the fact that 
the O'Hanlon attended parlinment in 1315. However, 
their chicf's failure to enter into rebellion was not 
populrr with ll the Airthers snd the following ycar 
4 kinsman, Richard O'Hnnlon, led a foray egrinst Dun- 
dalk, This cffort to obtein provisions of war from 
the Dundalkers was repulsed by them with greet loss 
to the Irish, It should be noted thait when *” man wns 
Glected tribal chicftrin in Gaclic Ireland he did not 
use his given name afterwerds, Henceforth, he was 
known as O'Hanlon, O'Neill, etc., depending on which 
clan he hed assumed the leadership of, and thcrefore, 
in the above instance, it's probable that Richard 
O'Hanlon was leading part of the Airthora in opposition 
to the rest of the clan, 

One of the requisites for tribal chieftainship 
among the Irish was physical perfection, This require~ 
ment arose from the necessity of the chicf lesding his 
clnan in battle and, consequently, blindness or other 
physicsl defect berred a man from obtaining or retain~ 
ing the chieftainship, This is illustrated in 1321 
when the king of Orior, Magnus O'Hanlon, was blinded 
end cmasculatcd by his kinsman, Neal O'Hanlon, son of 
Cooley, Nerl thercupon assumed the chicftrinship of 
the Airthers., Following this event, Nenl was treacher- 
ously slain by the English of Dundalk, 

On June 25th, 1325, Stephen, Archbishop of Armagh, 
informed the Apostolic See that he had published in 
his diocese the process against Louis, Duke of Bavaria, 
which the archbishop had received from the Pope at 
Avignon the previous yenr, He declared that he had 
called togethcr the bishops of Derry, Cloghcer, and 
Dromore, and the clergy and laity of his diocese, 
into the Cathedral of Armagh, and had there caused to 
be publicly rend the apostolic mendxrtc, and explained 
both in English and in Irish, and had ordered his suf- 
fragans to publish it, in © similer monner, throughout 
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the province, This apostolic mandetc was an act 
deposing Louis ss Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire 
Which, however, was not »bserved in the cmpire, Donald 
O'Hanlon, king of Orior, signed Stephen's letter to 

the Pope 2s 2 witness, 

During the errly part of the fourteenth century 
the Earl of Ulster was not only the most powerful fig- 
ure in Ulster, but through his possessions elsewhere, 
was proberbly the most powerful men in Ireland, He 
ruled Ulster almost independently of the king of Eng- 
land and netive chiefs held their lordships and lends 
by militery service of the Eerl, Holding their lord- 
ships and lands from the Earl in this m-nner were Henry 
and Od) O'Neill, Rory Maguire, two MacMahons, O'Hanlon, 
MacCertan, O'Cehan, O'Floinn, and two MacGilmorecs, 
However, the whole de Burgo lordship which hed reduccd 
the proudest of the Irish to vassalage fell with the 
murder of Willian, Eerl of Ulster, in 1333, and within 
fifty years, practically the entire province of Ulster 
was agnin under the control of the Irish, 

John Darcy, Justiotary, summoned a number of 
Irish chicfs, including O'Henlon, to attend him with 
arms and horses in 2n expedition to Scotland in 1335. 

The conflict between the colonists of Louth and 
O'Hanlon over the psyment of "bleck rent" was legally 
settled in 1335 with the signing of 2 public written 
compsct, This compact was an agreement whereby the 
English settlers agreed to pay - yerrly tribute for 
protection from the attacks of the natives. The king 
in 1341 ratificd this treaty and established O'Hanlon's 
legal right to collect certsin revenue every year from 

the English slong the coast from Dundslk t» Dublin, 
The men of Orior in 1355 slew Adug Mac Quillin 
according to cntrics in Irish annals, However, there 
is no explanation given for the deed, The next notice 
of the O'Hanlons as recorded in the annals is for the 
year 1376, It's noted in this year thet Ruarcan O'Ham- 
itl,sehief. poct to O'Hanlon died, A ‘chief's poct, or 
Ollamh, was responsible for preserving the history 
and gceneslogy of the tribsl chief and he performed a 
very important function. O'Hamill was also kceper of 
a house of hospitslity to which all trevelers were 
welcomed and entcrtrined without charge. Public inns 
of this type were common in Ireland and were generally 
Loentcd at the junction of the more conmonly traveled 
ronds, Innkcepers were compensnited for keeping an inn 
by being allotted large arens of land, 

In the year 1380, Edmond, Esrl of March, and by 
merriagc, Enrl of Ulstcr, came t» Ireland as lord licu- 
tenant. On his arrivol, several of the native Irish 
princes pnid court to him 7s their %verlord, Among 
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those paying their respects to the Enrl were Niall 
O'Neill, O'Hanlon and O'Reilly, The Enrl made stren- 
ous cfforts to regain control of those areas in Ulster 
which belonged to the Earldom of Ulster, Several of 
the Irish chicfs, smong them O'Hanlon, gave the Earl 
their assistance for a short time, In attempting to 
bring Magcnnis, lord of Ivengh, in County Down, under 
the rule of the Esrl of Ulster, O'Hanlon end his Eng- 
lish allics suffcred » disastrous defent, The lord of 
Orior and many °f his werriors lost their lives during 
this battle, Mnagennis, however, was subducd by the 
Earl's followers 2 short tine later, 

The conflict in Ortor which had been in evidence 
for many years between the English sympathisers snd the 
faction favorable ty» O'Neill resulted in the murder of 
several O'Hanlons over a period of time, One of these 
probably occurred in 1391 when O'Henlon, lord of Orior, 
was slein by his own kinsmen, It should be remembered 
that the increasing power of the O'Neill's was nt the 
expense of the lesscr chicft»ins, Conscquently, it 
must hve appeared to. some of the O'Hanlons that Eng- 
lish supremacy offered 9 greater apportunity for scmi- 
independence than the O'Neill overlordship. O'Neill's 
continuing struggle for Ulster supremacy with O'Donnell 


did not prevent him from dirccting his attention to 


the rest of Ulster, By 1398, O'Neill was the acknow- 
ledzed overlord of 211 Ulster, including both Irish 
and English, with the exception of O'Donnell's country 
of Tir Connell, 

In 1395, Richard II, king of England, landed in 
Ircland with an army of 34,000 men with which he hoped 
t> awe the natives and bring about A more perceful 
occupation of the country. During the king's sojourn 
in Drogheda, he was visited by several of the Irish 
chiefs why professed their fealty end friendship for 
him. Among those who submitted t» him as their sov- 
ercign lord were O'Neill, O'Hanlon, O'Donnell, and 
MecMahon, These chiefs were well received and acoomp- 
anicd the king to Dublin where they were entertained 
and knighted after the Enzlish manner. The given 
nine for the O'Hanion of this period may have been 
Ninallan, as given in one ittem, or it muy have been 
Catholius MacMortytagh (Murtagh or Morach) as given in 
another item, at least his allisnce with the Enzlish 
was unpopuler with some of his tribesmen, %nd they 
Killed hin the following yesr, 

In common with other Irish chicfs, the O'Hanlons 
had their traditional plece of coronation, This was 
at Carlingford, and Crawford's Legendary Storics of 
the Carlingford Lough District makes the following 
comment. "In 1404 the manor of Carlingford and the 
town of Irish Grange, which had previously belonged 
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to the Abbey, and the Convent of Newry, were vested - 
by forfeiture in the King, who granted them in fee to 
one Richard Sedgrave, Lord Thonmes of Lancaster landed 
here in 1408, and proceeded to Dublin, to assume the 
office of Lord Lieutenant, and on his frequent visits 
to Carlingford from there 'tis said he always sat in 
the "King's Scat", a great coronation stone of the 
O'Hanlons, which was set by the castle walls, and re- 
moved when the new quay was being meade close up to the 
old castle of King John," 

The continuing warlike eeids of the Irish on the 
English colonists prompted the king t»% send over a 
noted soldier in 1414 as lord lieutensnt, This was 
Sir John Talbot who reided and plundered the natives 
for the next five yeors, Among those who received the 
brunt of Talbot's efforts were the O'Hanlons of Orior 
and the MacMahons of Oricl, Talbot plundered chicfs 
and churches and spared "neither saint nor sanctunrry." 
The new lord licutensnt's first expedition began in 
the southern part of the English section, called the 
"Pele", where he s2on defeated the Irish chief, O'Moore, 
By the terms of pence, O'Morre was crxmpelled to aid 
the English against MacMahon who was defented and 
forced t> Accept the same conditions of peace, With 
the help of these two Irish chicfs, T-lbot was sable 
to reduce two other powerful chicfs, O'Neill and 
O'Hanlon, 

In the yerr 1422, Niall O'Donnell assembled all 
the chicfs of Ulster for an expedition into Connaught, 
O'Hanlon, of course, was one of the chicfs accompeny- 
ing O'Donnell on this occasion, This great host 
plundered nnd devestated far into the neifhboring 
province end then returned home, During the following 
year, O'Hanlon end several other chieftains made a 
foray into Louth and Merth against the colonists and 
exacted the payment of still more "black rent," 

a strong hand was agein needed in Ireland to sub- 
due the native chiefs and the Earl of Ormond was sent 
over in 1424 as lord lieutenant, His principal objcct- 
ive was the subjuagntion of Ulster which he commenced 
by devasteting the plains of Armagh and pert of Irish 
Oriel, Ormond's forces were »%pposed by O'Neill and 
nost of the northern chiefs although ° few of the Irish 
lords allied themselves with the English leader, 
O'Hanlon, MacMahon, and O'Neill of Clannaboy fought 
with the Enzlish in this war cither through necessity 
or animosity towards O'Neill of Tir Enghan, The Eng- 
lish were victorious in this war end forced O'Neill 
ana O'Donnell to retire to thetr own territories of 
Tir Exsghen and Tir Connell, 

Armagh was plundered by Brian MacMahon and the 
English of Louth in 1432. The invaders extorted a 
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large ranson from the elders of the town to prevent 
its totel destruction, Many of the church velusbles 
were taken end burned on the town's green, After com- 
mitting as much damage as possible, MacMehon and his 
allics returned t»% their homes in triumph, 

A hosting was made by O'Neill into the Fews (now 
A barony in the southern pert xf County Armagh) in 
1452, Until about this period, the Fews was part of 
O'Hanlon's country. However, Hugh, son of Exghan 
(Owen) O'Neill seized the areca and it became a part 
Of the O'Neill lordship. 

Irish annals record that in 1476, John, the ae 
of O'Hanlon, was slain by his own brother. In 148), 
O'Hanlon was slnin by the sons of Hugh O'Neill probmbly 
in an attenpt t» extend their dominion over more of 
a ae tac Innds, This Felim O'Hanlon was an eninent 

ender and * erptain distingu @ his noblencss 
and greet deeds, 4§ees 

The ancient feud between the O'Hanlons and the 

Magennises broke out again in 1484 when Edmond 0O'Han- 
lon, king of Orior, seized and imprisoned Hugh, tanist 
of Ui Eachach Cobha., At the same time, Alexander, son 
of Hugh Magennis, was treacherously slain by Hugh 
O'Neill, junior, The apparent alliance existing at 
this period between the O'Hanlons and O'Neills was 
“disrupted three years later with the raiding of O'Han- 
lon's country by Cooley (of the Fews), son of Hugh 
O'Neill, Several raids were made on Orior by the 
_O'Neills aided by the sons of Redmond MacMahon and 

great devastation committed on the lands of the O'Han- 
lon, Edmond’ the Red, son of Murrough. In this year, 
1487, there was a great inclemency of rain during the 
summer, like a winter of inclemency, so that much of 
the crops of Ireland were destroyed thereby. 

The warfare between the O'Hanlons and O'Neills 
was continued in 1492 when the sons of the O'Hanlon and 
the sons of Redmond O'Hanlon slew John O'Neill, son of 
Carbry O'Neill, During the following year, the sons 
of Hugh O'Neill slew the O'Hanlon, Edmond the Red, and 
his son, John, Edmond the Rcd, was a son of Murrough 
O'Hanlon, There was a great famine in Ireland in 1492 
which was accompanicd by a hot summer, 

There was a great conflict in 1493 between the 
O'Donnells and the O'Neills for supremacy in Ulster. 
Most of the castcrn Ulster chicftains allied themselvcs 
with the O'Neills end thereby incurred the enmity of 
O'Donnell, In revenge, O'Donnell mustered all of his 
forces and plundered and laid waste those tcrritorics 
hostile to him, which included Orior, the country of 
the O'Hanlons, 

In 1491 Perkin Warbeck posing as Prince Richard, 
of the House of York, arrived in Ircland and was 
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accepted by most of the Irish as the heir to the 
English throne. After a short stay in Ireland, War- 
beck departed for France where he was recognized as 

the King of England, In 1494 King Henry sent over 

Sir Edward Poynings to Ireland as lord-deputy whose 
principal business was to suppress the adhcrents of 
Warbeck, Poynings first step was to lead an expedition 
against the northern chiefs, O'Hanlon and Magennis, 

who had given shelter to some of Warbeck's supporters, 
The difficulties of the country rendered the supcrior 
forces of the English uselcss and Poynings would have 
been forced to retire in disgrace but for the suspicion 
that the Earl of Kildare was in league with O'Hanlon. 
This furnished the lord-deputy with an excuse to with- 
draw from Ulster and proceed against the Geraldincs, 
The Earl of Kildare was arrested and sent to prison in 
London but was afterwards declared innocent of the 
charges. Warbeck's cause declined and he was exccuted 
by King Henry in 1497, 

In 1495 O'Hanlon (Melaghlin), son of Felin, 
accompanicd the O'Neill and some other northern chicfs 
on @ warlike expedition against Maguire, After several 
small battles, O'Neill at last gave Maguire his own 
terms of peace, Later this year, two sons of Felim 
O'Hanlon, namely Murrough Roe and Gilla-Patrick were 
slain by the sons of Hugh and Carbry O'Neill. During 
the following year, the O'Hanlon (Melaghlin, son of 
Felim), with his brother, Ardgal, treachecrously slew 
Gilla-Patrick MacMahon and took his brother, Ever, 
prisoner, After thesc treacherous acts, the MacMahons 
allicd themselves with O'Reilly and the English, 

There was great inclecmency in Ireland this ycar so 
that there was enormous destruction of becves and on 
other cattlc also. There was a great dearth in the 
greater part of Ircland and great hindrance on the 
husbandry of the year, 

In a battle with the MacMahons in 1497, Manus 
O'Hanlon, the Swarthy, Melaghlin O'Hanlon, son of 
Manus Oge O'Hanlon, and ten or twelve of the men of 
Orior with them, were slain in e@ battle with the 
MacMahons., The O'Henlons killed sixteen of the Mac- 
Mehons during the battle. That same year, Glasny, 
son of John O'Hanlon, was slain by the sons of O'Byrne. 
Trouble with the O'Neill's broke out in 1498 and the 
sons of Brian Bacagh (the Lame) O'Hanlon, son of Edmond 
Roe (the Red) O'Hanlon, slew Con O'Neill a fortnight 
after Little Christmas, 

The famous battle of Knock—Doce (battle-axe hill) 
was fought ncar the town of Galway on August 19,1504, 
between the forces of the esrl of Kildare and the forces 
of the lord of Clanrickard, Werrriors eng>ged in the 
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battle were fairly large as the number killed was 
variously estimated at from two to nine thousand men, 
The pretext for the battle was the depradation com- 
mittcd by Clanrickard on the country of O'Kelly, al- 
though Kildare had »” personel quirrel with Clanrickard 
which mode him anxious to cspouse O'Kelly's cause, 
Kildarc's allies included most of the Ulster chicftains, 
exccpting the O'Ncills, and the warlike chiefs Magennis, 
MacMahon and O'Hanlon were in the forefront of the 
battle, in which Kildare's army dcfertcd their focs. 

In the year 1515, English rulc extcndcd only over 
one-half of the counties of Louth, Meath, Kildare and 
Wexford, and even in this restricted sre1, most of the 
populntion were native. Irish. Settlers within this 
area, called the "Pale", received pence from the Irish 
chiefs only if they continued to psy "black rent." The 
rest of Irelsnd was divided into more thon sixty scp- 
arate states, cach of which was ruled by its own chicf. 
IN Ulster, these independent chieftsins were as fol- 
lows: O'Neill of Tyrone, O'Donnell of Tirconnell, 
O'Neill of Clannaboy, O'Cah*n of Kenoght in Derry, 
O'Doherty of Inishowen, Maguire of Fermansgh, Magennis 
of Upper Ivcagh in Down, O'Hanlon of Armagh, and Mac- 
Mahon of Irish Oricl (Moneghan), It was said of these 
men.thet they lived only by the sword and obcyed no 
othcr temporsl person but only him that was strong. 

Quorrels, of course, were common amongst the 
various states with each chicftrain trying to extend 
his influence or nttcmpting to retain his independ- 
ence, The chicf disscnsion in Ulster, nsturally, 
was between the two most powerful branchcs of the 
Ui Neill, the O'Neills of Tyrone sand the O'Donnclls 
of Tirconnell, This battle for supremecy in Ulster 
again broke into open warfare in 1522 and both O'Don- 
nell and O'Neill Assembled 211 their warriors and 
sllics for the contest. Most of the Ulster chicf- 
tains, including the O'Hanlon, e-rrayed themselves on 
the side of O'Neill. This great host marched into 
Tirconnell where they faced the men under O'Donnell. 
However, after some fcinting and light thrusts °t 
cach other, the two armies parted without a decisive 
battle. O'Neill pretended to return home, but turncd 
and marched his army southwards, devastrting the country 
as he passed through, O'Neill's losses on this cxped- 
ition were very minor and a little later he collectcd 
the same host end deveststed much of Tirconnell, 0! 
Donnell retalisted by scnding 9 preying psrty into 
Tyrone which returned home with 1 great crttle spoil. 
Henring of this, O'Ncill returned home to an armed 
truce with O'Donnell, 
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The strategic position of O'Hanlon's country was 
illustrated in 1529 when it was cloimed that the king's 
dcputy in Ireland had to spend cight deys cvery summer 
cutting pesscs through the woods adjoining the English 
Pale, Among the thirty passes mentioned 2s requiring 
maintenance, were three in O'Hanlon's country of 
Orior, : , 
England severed connections with the Roman Cath- 
olic church in 1535 when Henry VIII, king of England, 
was declared head of the church by the English prrlia- 
ment, An attempt was made to establish the new Eng- 
lish church in Ireland, and -t first thc majority of 
the Irish failed to realize the significsnce of the 
king's section. However, ina fairly short time the 
Irish awoke to the actusl situnrtion ind strong opposi- 
tion to the English church was instituted. In Ulster, 
O'Neill seized the opportunity to rally his chicfteains 
and attempt to regnin the kingship of Ireland, In 
August, 1539, O'Neill was joincd by O'Donnell, Magen- 
nis, O'Cahan, MacQuillan, O'H»anlon, ond other northern 
chicfs in an invssion.of the Pale, During this invssion, 
O'Neill's forces burned the English towns of Navan and 
Ardce snd. waisted the adjecent country. Procecding on 
to the hill of Tare, after collecting an immense booty, 
O'Neill revicwed his troops of whose numbcrs he was 7 
extremely proud, Following this display of might, 
O'Ne1ll prepared to retreat into Ulster, However, 
the Lord-Deputy Grey had mustered his forces and 
marched them to Bellshoe in Mesth where 2 great body 
of O'Neill's troops were ener»mped on the Farncy side 
of the water, A desperate battle cnsued, in the course 
of which the Irish were deferted and dispersed, Thus 
ended for the time being, the kingly smbitions of 
O'Neill, 

During the next few years, the O'Neills regained 
their strength to such an extent that they were a 
source of continusl alarm to the English, Conscquently, 
the king in 1548 appointcd a strong viccroy for Ireland 
in the person of Bellingham, His measures were prompt 
and vigorous and he fortified the sesport towns, built 
a strong castlic at Athlone, freed Magcnnis, MacMahon, 
and O'Hanlon from paying tribute to O'Neill of Tyronc, 
O'Hanion's tribute to the English government was sct 
at = tax of 30 kine yearly and to support 40 gallow- 
glasses to be called out whenever the English wished 
them, 

Another threat to the security of the O'H»anlons 
had been developing in northwest Ireland which reached 
q. climax in 1557. In this yenr, the Scots who had 
been pushing the Irish out of whit is now county Antrin, 
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succeeded in penetrating southwards into the plains of 
Armagh, The Scots were 2 warlike race and made a 
business of war, In fact most of the northern Irish 
chieftnrins employed Scot warriors who were called gel- 
lowglasscs., In their invasion into Armagh, the Scots 
were supported by the natives end might have held their 
ncw territory but for the prompt action of Sussex, the 
King's lord-deputy in Irelend, Sussex mustcred the 
forces of the English and hestened into Ulster where 

he dcferted the Scots and plundered Armagh twice within 
A month, Very probnbly the country of the O'Hanlons 
was devastated during this short wir which was fought 
in their country. 

A few years later the celebrated Shanc O'Neill, 
chief dynast of Ulster, began to be imprticnt of the 
English overlordship. His assumption of almost royal 
powcr in the north and subsequent rebcllion was to 
prove harmful to °1l of Ulstcr, but particularly to 
the county of Armagh. Shane was a strong man and 
proud of his hereditary descent as king of Ulster, 

He not only deemed himself the genuine sovereign of 

the country but vaunted that the Magennis, the Maguire, 
O'Reilly, O'Hanlon, O'Kane, and other northern chicfs 
werc his subjects and vassals, O'Neill had a bodyguard 
of six hundred soldiers end he was master of an army 

of four thousend foot sand one thousand horse, Shane 
wis successful in kecping English lnw from being estab- 
lished in Ulster and was finally deferted, not by the 
English, but by O'Donncll, Following the rout of his 
army in 1567 by the men of Tirconnell, O'Neill flcd 

to the Antrim Scots for protection and was shortly 
afterwerds murdercd by them, After his death, he was 
“accused end convicted of the crime of rebellion and 

his estates confisented by the English crown, The 
estates of O'Neill's sdherents were also confiscxted 
and these included: Clennsboy and Fewes, Colernine, 

the Route,;cIveagh, Orior, and several other large 
territories, Most of these lords were concillisted to 
some extent, however, and reccived part of their estates 
back t) hold from the English crown by lctters p-tent, 

It Appears probable thet by this time, Orior, 
the country of the O'Hanlons, was restricted t» the 
ares included in the present baronies of Upper and 
Lower Oriocr., The constant warfare in which they were 
beset from ell sides by superior forces hid finally 
reduced the O‘'H anions to chiefteins ofp petty state, 

It should be remembered that the O'Hanlons had at all 
| timés occupie? a highly strategic and vulnerable posi- 
tion in Ulster, “Their coursge and resistance werc 
remarkable t. withstand for so manv nundreds of years, 
the onsloughts of the Ui Neill, the Denes, the men 


~39— 


to antsiq ont otmt abupwitvor grty 
& obsam bro vor ollitlunw nf oROW 
deta] siodtaon oft Yo taom tont al ew to 
-Leg bofing ossw odw arotatew sd0e Bb et , 
atooe oAS ,AgomsA oon! Aoterval rlod 
ttoAdt bio ow nel tiain bar aoviten ons vi be Scouque 01 
oid ,koeaue to nokton tamorq offs 107 dud cscgaae Se 
ont Hesrotaum xoaawB  boolstl mt ca ee a twat 
erolw ivtail otmi banotacd bas set oft to Be 
nidtiw sotwt AgamiA Bbotohbautq Bar atoo! eAy Bos Stab 
ancofineH'O oft to yrtnyoo oft yldrder® yrovV Adviom 2 
triguet enw doldw apw drode etdd analteb botetanveb eaw 
.yardnues oe 
,Aftov'O onrde Boetradeise ont yatet arroy wot 
ot to tnolirgmt od cf meged ,roteLU to sennyo 7 
Leyort tgaomin te mottanaar ath .oidebtolaove Ae 
od aew notifodeor tnoupsedyve bon ddwcm oft Al <onog 
ct yieriwotéing dud .vtoteat? to [in o¢ Intered ovead 
bar oem aactte 7 arw onde AgrmtA te ytawsco ong 
hp try 5 to ant ec Jnoosoh yretibpred ald tc beew 
to mgtorovea ontusoa oft tisemin homood vlao ton 
bitty p~ ong ,etanoneM odd gant botauaw tod yidnroe ¢ 
offo mroddacn todde bar ,omnk'O ptofmehtO ,yfit 
Ber tty? & bod LLftou"'o aires ey bar etootdva att” ont ow 
yure ae %o toterm anw ond Bun ersiblog bowbaud xe ‘to 
onnd@ sarod barevodt ome Bae too? brreucdd avok Te 
~indac- antod mort wel detiant untqoow mf Ivleasooue ay 
ot vd ten .DbodtFotoh yilreat? anw bar voteLlU af Benes. 
aif te tuct old gatwolicd .ffomncd’o yo sud ‘ae 
bolt LLtou'O’ ,ffomnoontT to mom ont yd FOUL me 
yidicne enw ban ncitosterw act etoo8 arrigh Bat 8 
erw od ,Atnob atd aotiA mode yd Boxsebaim eda fi 
bar noiffodot to emitas odd te bototvaoo baw boswoor 
oif .owcero detfand ond yd Botrostinco athens ane 
Bodcsatinco cafn otow atnoradbs e'Iifey'O tc sodrd 
pontoatofeD .aowol bar yedranals wobylomt oaort J 
sagtrlL sosddce Intovoa Ban (reid ,Agrovl .otuch 
ot Hogeifltones otow ebtol saad? to gs | raotncgt yaad 
2o¢ntas thot to traq bovioset bar ,tovowort moa. 
brea + 
fot 


inoteq atottol yd mwoto Aatigad oAt act 
,teia0 .omld atdd yd sadd afdadesg ¢£ 
ond ct badoladeor enw , ane inn 'O art te 
fan rsgql Ww setncrted dasserg ont mt” 
oiuw Yoas Holetwoalt orrteaw daatvance of 
tlinnct bed aso? veknoque yw aobia. 
oteta yttoq 8 tc antedtotdo ot eaclan 
{fn ta ban anclackH'O eas) ceag bat uke 
~facq ofderontuy Bre ofgotnase widata 
- grow oonedeteaot Bark pi ghar ahodt 
(QtAoy te abovbaed varm retaitiw ct old 
Een dh | pnett nad | DER AME Bee eee 


of Iveagh and, finally, the Normans and English, 
They were the bulwerk of Ulstcr agrinst invaders 
desirous of scizing Armegh, the pearl of the North, 

On November 22, 1566, the O'Hanlon was killed 
while supporting Shane O'Neill in 9 battle with the 
English, Following his desth, there wes considersble 
competition for his chieftrinship, principally between 
Shane O'Hanlon end Art O'Neill, an illegitimate son 
of the Baron of Dungannon and brother of the future 
Earl of Tyrone, He was better known vs Art M'Baron 
and had strong native support, However, Shane Mac 
Exchy O'Hanlon had the support of OQucen Elizabeth and 
was mede lord of Orior, The patent for his chiceftsin- 
ship was as follows: "Appointment of John M'Cohye 
O'Hanlon to be captain of the county of Orrye. To hold 
during good behavior, paying 2 fine to the Deputy of 
100 fat cows at Dundalke, All rights snd services 
sncicntly issuing out of the country reserved,-3rd 
August, 1567." The Queen's reaction to the candidacy 
of M'Baron was given ina letter t» the lorddeputy 
when she wrote: "Mislikes thot Art M'Breron should be 
mide O'Henlon. The perple should be trnined from the 
inordinszte tyrany of the Irish chicftnins and to taste 
of the sweets of civil order." It should be noted 
that there must hve been considereble prestige con- 
nected with being O'Hanlon for an O'Neill of Tyrone 
toustrave’ ifor) it. 

After Shane O'Neill's death, O'Hanlon maintained 
his independence during the first few years of Turlough 
O'Neill's rule as the O'Neill, In 1571, Queen Eliz- 
abcth and O'Neill made a trenty by which the juris- 
diction over the minor U]stcr chicftains wes divided 
between them, Magnossa (or Manus) O'Hanlon was among 
the chiefs wh» were taken under the direct protection 
of the Queen, Later, that seme year, however, the 
same chiefs were ploced under direct allegiance to 
the O'Neill. 

A theoretical confisertiocn of Oricr and the Fews 
took place in 1571 with the granting of these two 
countries to Craptrin Thomas Chatterton and his follow- 
ers, Chretterton, however, found it difficult to tnrke 
possession of his new territorics ond in 1572 requested 
that the governnent grant him Colla MacBrian's country 
in place of Orior. His request was not grented and in 
1573, Chatterton received 4 new grant which read: 
"Commission to Thomas Chatterton, of Ladyard, Wilt- 
Shire, Esqr,, with his friends and followcrs, being 
natural Englishmen, to invnde, subdue, »%r expel, or 
bring to mercy the perple of Ohrere alias O'Hanlon's 
and Galliglias' country, and the Fews, T° remain in 
force for seven years after 28th Morch, 1570... Recites 


ELL) a 


Malizad® bar anemteW odd shes “atin 
aiabeval Jantoga:rovell to wrawiee 
MS10KW ont to Lauro’ ons ctanenk ae hina 
boliin eaw nofnk'O oft ,ddeL ,Ss lib ae ee 
oft dtiw ofdtrd em mt LLbon'd bane | eet ae @ oll: 
a alg tng pe aow ovens ,ddeob ald | Lt wie 


nc@ odemttisolit ge ,LLLev'O ta mek ne Lech orcad 2 
ors? ond tec qantend Sar sesniragavd te nored ong 
nornd'M 324 en mwoml rotted aew oH  encryT Rad 
OAM onene ,tevownH ,drcgque ovidsa sacaite GAA Bae 
ban atodrstld mvou to tacaqua ont Dak rotnnd'O 
-sirdisino eld set teotegq oft iactnO- te Bool ob on Bmw - 
ayaco'M mic to dnomtntcqqA" j;awelic? ae enw gie 
bicH of ,oyrsO te _dnwco od te otrteres od cd ere Lets" O 
to Ytuqod oat o¢ ontt fF gatyrq ,tolwArded hecy 
scotvrsg brs adtigta [LA ,jotlrbocth te ewes Fed 00 
Hri€- .bovrseaot yotauco oft Yo tyr erie yltnotone 
yosbibars odd ct ncttonon etmeswO off " .9ORL .temene 
Ytucobbrol. ome c3 vottel ant sovte saw acing Ge 
od Diucda neiaG'M daA tedsd egodtietM® ;o¢eew one poner 
OAS meat Honteit od blucde ofgceaq oT oie sina 
otant Gc? bur anitestotdo detxl ond te yeoays o¢Palboit at 
boicn od blucda +1. "“,sobte Eivio tc adoowa ont Fa 
-100 ogtdaorg ofd-robfence mood oved daum srany trade 
onc? te Lifet'O an wl mofmnal'O gmtod adiw botoon: 
of 20% ovinda: c# 
Honftatatem actack’O  .d¢reob. e' F£RoK'O onene gosg7tA 
dauctivT to aragy wet dent? osd gitwh comobroqobakt abd 
~Sifd noou ,fVet al ,fffoW'd oft ar ofua a' LEtowie, 
~aitut ond Hotiiw \d yrortd «a ebem LLitot'O ban ddoda 
bobivib acw amiadtoido tovaf{U itemim odd trove ncttore: 
aaicar esw acinsk'O (euceM ac) seacieeM ,modd neowhod 
acftootong toorlb odd sebaw nevted eaow crlw atotie oft 
ond ,tovowcd ,Teey omee dedt .~todel .acowD ond Bo: 
cd oometnotin toorlb tobaw beocle amon etoino oma 
LLtou'o ont: 
awot ond Sar acts te, actdroat taco Lrotdore ond se ga 
cwt ogodd to gatiner_ odd dtiw I8ai mt sora stood” 
~wolfot sid bar actrottedd acncd? atedqed og. eolvdtnauco | 
ond oF Givolttib tt bayot ytevewed .mesaedtadd aap’ 
ot ao pen Sve at bar eolstetintod woe eth to act 
Yisaueo e'natrdoam alicd mid hin perros erorg 
Xf Sur botne1g gon aew teoupod at .te$20 Te 
ibeos sotdw tnetry won e Seviooos 
“3LiW ,brsybed to yactrottad® erncd? et act 
aitod ,etowelic? ban abaots? ald Agkw)..1pad 
re ,feqxo ic ,oubdua ,obevat of nontatiant 
@'nolasH'O estle ero1dd te ofqeoq oft Yor 
af Atamet of  .awod odd bar pie te 
aotiooh , ,OSeL Hour BS todd | 


iy as 


- 


that sundry parts of the Queen's Earldom of Ulster 
being waste or uninhabited, or habited with wicked 

and barbarous people, some Scottish and sone wild 
Irish, Chatterton hed undertrken to subdue and settle 
with feithful English these Countries.-7th January 
1573-4." (From Clenna O'Hanluain by Henry M. J. O'Han- 
lon.) In his efforts tr forcibly tnke Orior from the 
O'Honlons, Chatterton was unsuccessful and was killed 
on one Of his expeditions into the country. The lord- 
deputy Sidney while treveling through Ulster in 1575 
wrote that the Fews and Orior were in extreme disorder, 
not only becnuse of their devestation but because of 
the continusl raids crarried on by their neighbors, 
both English snd Irish. He suggested that the lands 
be regroanted to the original holders who would thus 
probably become gord subjects to the English crown, 

The English Privy Council scted on this advice and in 
1576 revoked the grant to Chatterton, 

The strength of some of the northern chiefs in 

1575 is given as follows: O'Hanlon, 12 horsemen and 

120 foot soldiers; Magennis, 80 horsemen and 600 foot 
soldicrs; Maguire, 200 foot soldiers; O'Cahan, 40 
horsemen and 200 foot soldiers. 

O'Hanlon complained in 1576 that his yearly rent 
was much greater then Magennis' although Orior was 
a puch smaller country. However, the lord deputy con- 
sidcred O'Hanlon an »%pen enemy and not entitled to any 
consideration while om the other hand he considered 
Magcnnis a dutiful subject. 

O'Hanlon and some of the other northern chiefs 
who. had been made vassels of Turlough O'Neill again 
complained of their high taxes in 1579. During the 
early part of December in this yenr, O'Henilon's con- 
tribution to the government was set 2t one hundred 
head of cattle. This same tx was levied against 
O'Donnell, M'Mahon, O'Brasil and Baron Dungannon, 
Later that month, these chieftsins were joined by 
O'Neill of the Fews in © coalition against Turlough 
O'Neill, They were supported by lord-deputy Pelham 
wh? was anxi»xus to keep the Irish divided, Pelham 
was reploiced as lord-justice the following year and 
O'Henlon thought it expedient to return t» the friend- 
ship °f the O'Neill, A little later, however, Tur- 
Lough O'Neill assembled 1,000 warriors and devastated 
O'Hanlon's country notwithstanding the perce. Through 
the intcrvention of the English marshall in Ireland, 
the O'Neill was again sworn t»2 kecp the perce, 

In 1584 Sir John Perrott arrived in Ireland as 
the new lord-deputy. During his circuit of the north, 
he was visited in Newry by O'Hanlon 2nd other Ulster 
chiefs who pledged their nllegioence, That same year 
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Perrott divided the hithert»s independent prrts of 
Ulster int» seven new counties, under the names of 
Armagh, Monaghan, Tyrone, Coleraine, Donegal, Ferm- 
sanegh and Cavan, for each of which he appointed sher- 
iffs, commissioners of the pesce, coroners, and other 
officers 7 

In considering the proposal to elevate Hugh O'Neill 
to the Earldom of Tyrone, the Queen's ministers advised 
thit they could »pprove the proposal if her Majesty 
reserved to herself all the inhebitents from the Black- 
water to the Pale, such as the O'Henlons, M'Cann, Mog- 
ennis, and MscMahon; and if the Fews be left to the 
government of some well-chosen man, It was deemed that 
if these measures were adopted, it would assure the 
Pale from inv»xsion and cut off forever from the O'Neills 
these principal chiefs, Indicative of Hugh O'Neill's 
forethought were the allinnces he had made with neigh- 
boring chicfs by marriages, His driughter was marricd 
to young O'Donnell and his sisters were married to 
Magennis and O'Hanlon, In addition, he was related 
to Maguire and O'Cahan, who were his cousins, and 
MacMahon, who was his nephew, However, these alliances 
did not provide Hugh O'Neill with unswerving loyalty 
from his adherents s all of the Irish chiefs hnd need 
to. be an opportunist. 

In A. "Description of the Present State of Ulster 
for the yerr 1586" as quoted from the Carew Mss. by 


Henry M. J. O'Hanlon, the following is given for 


county Armagh. 

"Armagh contains Oriragh, which is O'Hanlon's 
country. Clanbressnil, Clanncan, Clanull, Tiriagh, 
Fewes, and O'Nelan, of late meade all contributions 


‘to the Earl of Tyrone, O'Henlon's country is able 


to make 40 horsemen and 200 footmen, Clanbreasail 

has no horsemen but 80 Kerne (or footmen). Clancann 
(which was once the territory of the MacCanns) has 

20 horsemen and 100 Kerne, who live upon stealth and 
robberies, Clanaville (or Clanull) appertains to the 
Archbishop of Armagh and his freeholders...and Turlough 
Braseloch (who) holds his portion of land from the 
Earl of Tyrone,..,...is able to make 30 horse and 80 
foot, Muckre end Tiresughill, now possessed by the 
Earl of Tyrone,,Fewes is peopled by certnin of the 
Neyles (O'Neills), accustomed to live much on the 
spoil of the Pole,..,30 horse and 100 foot. O'Neylan 
is claimed possessed by the Earl of Tyrone... (and) 

hath placed there some of the Quins and Flagan, who 
fostered him, and sometimes he dwclleth there himself," 
Strength of some of the »%ther Ulster chiefs is given 

as follows; O'Niall, 300 horse and 1,500 foot; O'Don- 
nell, 200 horse pnd 6,300 foot; O'Cahnan, 140 horse and 
hOO foot; O'Doghertic, 60 horse 2nd 300 fort; Magennis, 
60 horse and 80 foot. 
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In 1587 Hugh O'Neill was made Earl of Tyrone 
and was acknowledged as overlord by most of the Ulster 
chiefs, Through his influence, most of them surrender- 
ed their clan lnnds to the English crown and received 
them beck under English law, Eocha O'Hanlon, lord of 
Orior, surrendered his land t». the Oucen whereupon he 
was knighted and regranted his country of Orior, Meéen- 
tioned in the patent were Evcha Oge O'Hanlon, only 
legitimate son of Eocha O'Henlon; Turlough, Shane, and 
Brian O'Hanlon, reputed sons of Eochn O'Hanlon; and 
Patrick, Mclaghlin, Shane Oge, and Felomic O'Hanlon, 
brothers of Eocha O'Hanlon, Among the new knight's 
dutics were to pay 7 yearly rent of 60 English pounds, 
and to attend when required the deputy or the governor 
of Ulster with 12 footmen ond 8 horsemen, 211 in arns, 
He wes privileged to hold a bnron's court twice a year 
but the title of O'Hanlon wes abolished, Sir Eocha, 
however, did not formally sccept the regrant because 
of the provision in it whereby the land would be for- 
feited if any member of the family succeeding to it 
should enter into rebellion against the crown, 

Ulster again beceme the scene of internal disorder 
with Hugh O'Neill, the new Earl of Tyrone, and Tur- 
lough O'Neill, the elected O'Neill, striving for 
northern supremacy. The border cl»ns, such as the 
O'Hanlons, were ceught between two, or rather three, 
opp 2sing forecs, There wos the struggle for suprenacy 
in Ulster bctween Hugh O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone, end 
Turlough O'Neill, the O'Neill. Im addition, there 
was the continuing strife between the Irish and the 
English which brought little but devastetion to the 
porder clans, By this time, there were very few great 
Irish clans which weren't divided in their loyalty and 
the chicf of the pro-English faction was designeted 
as the queen's O'Donnell, the queen's O'Reilly or the 
queen's O'Hanlon, as the chase might be, 

Indicative of the waning power of the O'Hanlons 
is the change in ownership of the Fews which was 
brought out by a government commission in 1588,. The 
commission issued the following stitement: "Fews was 
nnd is possessed by the sept of the O'Ninlls called 
the sept of Hugh M'Owen, which sept paid dutics and 
services fron tine to time ty O'Niall, chicf,of the 
O'NiAlls, By the sprce of 140 yerrs last past, nanely 
from the coming of the said Hugh M'Owen O'Nisll into 
Fews, who was the first of the O'Nislls who possessed 
it, and during the tine aforesnid the said county of 
the Fews was reputed to be prrcel of the said County 
of Trrone, but before the time aforesnid the jury say 
by virtue of their osth, thet the aforesnid County of 
the Fews was psrcel of the country called O'Hanlon's 
country, and not part of Tirone afrresrid," 
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Sir Eocha O'Hanlon's dislike of vassalasre under 
Hugh O'Neill was commented upon by the archbishop 
of Cashel in 1588 in his account sf the State of Ire- 
land written for the Qucen, The archbishop wrote as’ 
follows: "First under O'Niall ere these six: Marcuirc, 
M'Mahon, O'Cahan, Magennis, M'Ouillan and O'Hanlon, 
These six arc preat men in land and forces, These 
six principal men are very willing t» be rid fron the 
power 2f O'Niall, ana be immediately under her Maj- 
esty t» know their rent and duty; »%f whon three already 
viz., M'Mahon, Magennis, M'Ouillan, do. yielu rent year- 
ly to her Majesty." 

In 1593, Turlough O'Neill retired as the O'Neill 
ana Hugh O'Neill was elected to succeed hin thus cent- 
ering in one man almost ebsrlute vower in the north, 
From this time until his surrender in 1603, the history 
of Huh O'Neill is the history of Ulster. Divided as 
they were in loyalty, ana reduced in strenzth from con- 
stant werfare, the O'Hanlons pleyed only a minor role 
in the last strugtzle of Graclic Ireland to throw off 
the bonds of the invaders, Sir #scha O'Hanlon was 
torn between his desire for peace ana security under 
the Enzlish crown, which was nt best difficult t» de- 
pend on, #nd his love for Irish wsys as exemplified 
by Huth O'Neill, Consecouently, his actions durin the 
next ten yesrrs reflect his indecision and probebly his 
inebility to follow 2 consistent policy. 

at this time the Earl of Tyrone wis ostensibly a 
loyel sovernnent supoortcr 2nd during Maruire's rebel- 
Lisn in 1593, he pledzed his sunport of the izovernment 
exvedition ameinst Maguire. Lord Hamilton in Noe ea 
abethean Ulster" tells of the expedition 7s follows 
¥ 9 Of the’29tn the erny encamped clxse To fithis- 
killen gee which was held by a small farrison of 
Maguire's men, Maguire hinself was »xbvixusly nervous 
anc’ Gisineline@ to fisht, for at’ the Approech of the 
Government forces he burned everythin= thet was burnable 
exept the Castle, and retired further west with his 
nain force, 

Neither Tyrone nor Bingham had so fer Arrived on 
the scene, The reason for the former's non-Appesrance 
wes subsequently exvlsined by 2 svy (Phelin O'Hanlan), 
who reported to Binthan that, throurhrut the 20th, the 
Earl had been in close consultation with Hugh Roe, 
Macuire himself and Neil Garv, a story which was after- 
wards corroboratea by Connor. Roe, who had it from a 
diffcrent s»%urce And conmunicateu what he had learnt t9 
Binchan, " . 

Althoush he was treinine soldiers anu storing 
provisions for war with the iinslish, O'Neill stalled 
for time where ever possible. an instance of this 
securreu in the latter part of 1593 when he wrote to 
the Lor& Denuty thet he had cantured 9 notorisus 
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malefactor and sent him to O'Hanlon for safekeeping, 
Sometime prior to this event, Sir Eocha O'Hanlon had 
been appointed the crown sheriff for county Armagh, 

Eerly in 1594, Sir Henry Bagenel wrote to the 
lord deputy that the O'Hanlons and the Magennises had 
combined with O'Neill but not for any love they bore 
him, A short time later, Bagenal egain wrote to the 
lord deputy and reported that O'Neill had gotten " very 
great buying from O'Hanlon, namely great supplics of 
provisions, 

The northern insurrection began in 1594 when an 
Irish force under Hugh O'Donnell defeated the English 
at Enniskillen, The next year, O'Neill openly centered 
the ficld with his army and deferted the English force 
stationed at Portmore, In June 1595, Sir William Rus- 
sell, lord deputy, marched from Dundalk against,O'Neill, 
Two Irish chicftains, his allies, alternately bore his 
militery ensign: O'Molloy on the first day, and O'Han- 
lon, hereditery regal standard bearer of Ulster, on 
the second, During 2 skirmish on July 20th in the 
Newry mounteins, O'Hanlon was wounded in the foot, 
Thereupon, he was excused from further duty and return- 
ed home with his followers, 

Sometime latcr O'Hanlon was persunded to join 
O'Neill's forces and two of his sons sided the Ulster 
prince against the English in 1596, The battle was 
fought at Killecluone with Sir Willism Russell leading - 

the English army ond the Irish army under O'Neill, 
accompsnicd by Maguire, O'Cehan and the two sons of 
O'H»nlon, The Irish victory was complete -nd the Eng- 
lish were forced to retreat to Newry after losing six 
hundred men on the battlefield, O'Neill's loss was 
estimeted at not to exceed two hundred men. 

At the Queen's request, O'Neill submitted a peace 
proposal which specified that 111 persons should hve 
freedom of conscicnce and that the Enrl and his follow- 
ers, smong whom was mentioned O'Hanlon, should be par 
doned, The pence proposal was rejected and O'Neill 
continued with his prep>rations for a long war, 

In 1597 the fortunes of war fsvored the Irish 
end they defested the English in several engrgements 
fought in Ulster, The principal battle this year was 
fought nenr Armagh with the English forces led by the 
lord deputy end the Irish under O'Neill, The English 
forces were defeated end they withdrew from Armagh, 

One of the most famous battles of the cntire war 
was fought in 1598 at the Yellow Ford, nesr Armagh. 
Two-thirds of the English under Bagenrl were killed 
and they lost nll of their wer equipment in the retreat. 
The Irish under O'Neill suffered only very light losses. 
Turlough (Terence) O'Hanlon, eldest reputed son of Sir 
Eocha O'Hanlon, was with the Irish as Ulster royal 
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standard-bearer, When the English cavalry under Mon- 
tague sought eserape by flight, Terencc O'Hanlon led 
his horsemen in pursuit and killed many of the Eng- 
lish, On this raid O'Henlon captured 200 horses from 
the invaders. 

The following quotations are taken from "The 
Description of Ireland in 1598" edited by Edmund 
Hogan, S. J., and are illustrative of the position of 
the O'Hanlons in county Armagh: 

"The Countie of Louth--It hath the most dangerous 
borderers and neighbors of any county: for it lyeth on 
the MacMahons of Monaghan, upon the O'Neilcs of the 
Tecenes, and the O'Hanlons of Armagh, 

"The Countie of Armagh, This Countie hath to the 
South the Countic of Louth, the Blackwater to the North, 
the River of the Newric to the gast, and the Countie 
of Monsghan to the West. It contayneth all the Land 
between the River of Dundalk and the Blackwater, saving 
a small proportion called Cowlcy, joining to Carlin- 
Lora, bélonging to Louth, “In it nre” these ‘several 
countrics comprehended, Ornaugh, otherwise O'Hanlon's 
Countrie, Clanbrassell, Clencanc, Mucknoc, Oncylans, 
Clanant, Tirrinugh, Feucs, Most of these have Several 
Captens, to whom the Countrics do appertain, but in 
time of Sir John Perrott were all made contributories 
to the, Earle of Tyrone, to whom they were subject in 
the latter times, 

"OQ'Hanlon's Countric rencheth from the Newrie 
end from Dundalk to Ardmaghe: it is for the most part 
without Wood, but full of Hills nnd Boggs, It is able 
to meke 50 Horsemen and 250 footemen, 

"The Principall Men of this Country are: The 
Primate of Ardmighe, The Eerl of Tyrone. O'Henilons. 
Turloghe Brasilagh, Sir Turloghe McHenric of the 
Fews, Art McBarons Sonnes, The Clergie of Armagh. 

"Armagh is, as I have been told by the Harl of 
Devonshire, Lord Deputy, the most fruitful and luxuriant 
soil of all Ireland: so that if any monure be laid on 
2% SOnUMDrOVEesi pout abacomcs.barran Ss it were in 
resentment," 

The military strength of the other countries 
according to the sbove quoted source were: Clanbras- 
sell, 160 footmen: Clancane, 150 footmen: Clanant, 

40 horsemen and 100 footmen: Feues, 50 horsemen and 
200 footmen, 

Phelim O'Hanlon who led a smell faction of the 
O'Hanlons against the Irish was killed while fighting 
for the English near Newry in 1599. The English lead 
er, John Clifford, inva letter stated: ~"There “is “also 
slnin at Newry one Phelim O'H anlon, who hod twenty 
horsemén in pay of your Mejesty. He was the most 
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sufficient man for that scrvice that this Kingdom 
afforded, and the best for intelligence, He hnad 

four proper men for his sons, whereof three of them 
did run off to the enemy presently upon his killing," 
The names of three of these sons were Patrick, Hugh 
end Phelim Og, Shortly after this, Phelim Og O'Hanlon 
was sent by O'Neill with 160 men t» reinforce Sir 
Excha O'Hanlon in guerding Newry agninst the English, 
Hugh O'Henlon, however, returned t» the English side 
end wis killed fighting ageinst his own clen in 1600, 

During the yerr 1600 most of the Irish border 
chiefs subnitted to the lord deputy, Mountjoy, who by 
means of strategically pleced garrisons hoped to en- 
circle O'Neill, However, the long war was drawing to 
© close and the decisive battle fought -t Kinsale in 
December 1601 in which the English routed the Irish 
was the turning point of the war. O'Neill surrendcred 
to the English Oucen in March of 1603 and shortly 
afterwards made . ncw submission to the succeeding 
King, James I. 

On the 12th of Februnry 1605, Sir Eocha O'Hanlon 
was attaintcd for his part in the recent rebellion end 
his estetes confiscrted by the English crown, How- 
ever, this wes supposed to be 42 mere formality as he 
was promised his estates back on condition that he 
surrender then voluntarily which he did in June of 
the same year, A pardon was issued later which in- 
cluded the following O'Hanlons: Eocha O'Hanlon, of 
Tomregie, in Armagh County, Knight: Eochn Og O'Hanlon, 
his son and heir apparent: Shane Og O'Hanlon, another 
of his sonst Manus Og O'Hanlon, of Tonregic, in said 
county, gentleman: Edmund M'Collo O'Hanlon, of the 
seme county, gentleman; Glesny M'Owny O'Henlon, of the 
seme county, gentlenen; Redmond O'H anlon, of Ginck- 
instown, in County Louth, entleman, 

Concerning the regrant of Sir Eocha O'Henlon's 
estates, Sir Arthur Chichester wrote to Sslisbury 
indicsting thet he had "received letters signed by 
the Lords of His Majestie's Council, signifying his 
Highnesses pleasure for their accepting surrenders 
of patents from the Earl of Tyrone, the Enrl of Tyre 
-connell, and Sir Oghie O'Henilon, and regranting same." 
However, the regrent was never made nd in October 
1608, Sir Arthur Chichester wrote: "Sir Oghy O'Hanlon 
who lately surrendered his interest to the King, upon 
promise to have it repassed to him, which should have 
been performed by this time, if he had sought it, end 
would have permitted certain freecholders to take let- 
ters patent, »nd to hold immedistely of the King, *s 
he promised, " 
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In September 1607, O'Neill and O'Donnell with 
their closest relatives and friends sailed from Ilre- 
land and with them went Irish hopes for a free country, 
Following their surrender in 1603, O'Neill and O'Don- 
nell had becn hounded by the English snd their final 
dep»-rture wis induced by news of = plot to accuse them 
of tresson agfinst the king, Their departure ws the 
king's excuse for confiscating »lmost the entire pro- 
vince of Ulster which was soon followed by the Ulster 
Plentation, 
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Part IV, 
The Ulster Plantation and After 


By the flight of O'Neill end O'Donnell, the 
English government was furnished with an excuse to 
declare forfeited a great portion of the province of 
Ulster, Among the lands thus seized was all of county 
Arnagh with the exception of Orior, O'Hanlon's country. 
However, most of Ulster which was not confiscated 
with O'Neill's snd O'Donnell's estates was declared 
vested in the crown a short time later by virtue of 
the Act celled the llth of Elizsbeth, This was the 
‘ct by which Orior had been granted to Chitterton in 
1571 and which was supposed to have been voided, 
Beceuse Sir Eochs O'Hanlon was very old and inform at 
the time of the plantation, he was more easily set 
aside by the government than would have been the case 
if he hid been 9 younger men, Sir Encha was known 
to be genernlly sympathetic to English rule sand the 
Plentation commissioners were disposed to trest him 
fairly, although there was the generslly cxpressed 
hope thet there would be no more O'Henlons. However, 
his son -nd heir, Exchs Oge O'Henlon, forfeited any 
family right to Orior by entering into rebellion with 
Sir Cahir O'Doherty in 1608. Sir Eochs was judged 
to be directly conpromised by heving furnished 9 
night's lodging to his son during this short-lived 
rebellion, In conscquence his estates were confis- 
cated and he was granted a pension for life of 80 
English pounds per year in lieu thereof. Sir Eocha 
had four sons; Eochs Oge, Turlough, Shene, Brian; and 
a doughter who married Henry O'Hagan, one of Tyronc's 
nost loynl supporters, 

O'Doherty's rebcllion wes primarily caused by an 
insult he received »t the hands of en Englishman 
nancd Pawlett, who was acting as deputy governor in 
Derry early in 1608, However, O'Doherty had been a 
loyal crown supporter and hed not received fron the 
English the eststes which had been promised to hin, 
Consequently, he was resdy to seize almost any excuse 
in an attempt to gain the promised estates, O'Doherty's 
rebellion, in which he was joined by his clansmen 
and sympnthisers lssted only about three months sand 
ended with his desth, Eochr Oge O'Hanlon was probably 
prompted t». go into rebellion by the fact that he was 
O'Doherty's brother-in-law, Eocha Oge was joined by 
other malcontents in county Armagh to - number in 
excess of 100, This guerriln band harried the Eng- 
Lish and Scotch settlers and lived off the spoil they 
were able to collect. Shortly after O'Doherty's denth, 
O'Henlon's bend was surprised in camp by 2 superior 
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English force and the members scsttered, Eocha Oge 
escenped but his wife, Margeret, was found by an English 
soaldicr, who stripped her and lcft her in the forest 
to die. After terrorizing the settlers in Counties 
Armagh and Tyrone for snother yenr, Enchn Oge was is- 
sued 9 perdon on condition that he lenve Ireland and 
cntcr the Swedish army. Young O'Hanlon, with many of 
his followers ssiled for Sweden in October 1609 and 
fades from history. He left four sons; Patrick Mor, 
Phelim, Brian snd Edmond Laidir, 

Because it wns known that most of the Irish were 
secretly in sympathy with Eochs Oge O'Hanlon 2nd his 
followers, the crown levied a fine of over 266 English 
pounds on the inhabitants of Tyrone and Armagh, Most 
of the fine was levied against the baronies of Orior 
end the Fewes from where O'Hanlon was operating. It 
wis considered thet such means would probably drive him 
end his kind dut of the country, Among the other ecx- 
penses which were incurred by the crown were listed 
payment t». Neil O'Fegan end Ferdoragh O'Hanlon. They 
had reised 2 force o7f 40 men in an effort to capture 
two notable traitors, Patrick Oge O'Henion and Andrew 
McColle, (O'Hanlon) who with their followers had con- 
mitted meny outrages in the counties of Tyrone snd 
Armagh, A similar expense was incurred in the case of 
Patrick Cartan, who had raised a force of twenty men 
to prosecute Brian McArte's son and Arden McCollo 
O'Hanlon wh?) had gone ints rebellion after the flight 
of the Earl of Tyrone, 

Early in 1609, the Orders and Conditions were 
issued for the Ulster Plantation which ws soon fol- 
lowed by the Project of Plinantation, English commis- 
sioners were sent int» Ulster to determine the exact 
extent of the lnnds which were now vested in the crown 
snd were avelilablce for plantation puro»oses. fn each 
country, the commissioners sclected jurors from among 
the lending families to assist them in their work, 

In county Armagh, Redmond O'Hsnlon was appointed as 
one °f the jurors, From the evidence submitted during 
the investigation for County armagh, the commissioners 
confirmed their previous belicf that the lands not 
escheated by the treason of O'Neill must be considcred 
As beinz vested in the crown by the ct known as the 
Lith of Elizabeth, However, there were minor except- 
ions emong which wes the inheritance of Patrick 
McPhelim O'Hanlon, Patrick, son 7f Phelim O'Hanlon 
who was slain fighting with the English in 1599, was 
on the pension list in 1603, In 1605, the lord deputy 
wrote to the English council that they had procurcd 
the lands of three towns, estimated to contain 300 
acres, for the fort of Mount Norris, This land and. 
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e€ight and one-helf other townlends adjoining were 

being surrendered by Patrick O'Henlon who was hold- 

ing then by the 901d custom of tanistry, The lord 
deputy had agreed to grant Patrick © good estate in 
return for the above surrender. Five yeors later the 
promised grent was made as follows: "Grent from the 
King to Patrick O'Hanlon, gent., of Armegzh Co., of the 
lands of Moytone, Meckergrary, Druiminlargh, Dirnch- 
ighon, and Drumchro, the two towns of Killincharnis, 
Tullinallen or Tullichonner, Tuliikerrin, Achmochranchie 
and half of Drummer or Drummire, These lands were re- 
grented upon his surrender of them, reserving for the 
Crown, fist of Mount Norris snd 399 acres adjoining, 
which were lstely measured and mesred by Sir John Floyde, 
Knt.,,9nd William Moore, .of Birmeat,..gent., .by»virtue of 
a warrant from the Lord Deputy; and were to be granted 
t3 Henry Anderton, .bs8aq,, for 21 years, provided that, 
if after that term the said fort should be relinquished, 
end no longer continue a fort with a ward, it might be 
lawful for (Patrick) O'Hanlon, and his heirs t2 re-enter 
and possess it, as the land thercty assigned, s> long 
as it continue without owsrd, Oct, 10th: 7th James 
(1610)" Patrick O'Hanlon is rls». on the pension lists 
of 1606, 1611, and 1623, However, in 1626 Patrick | 
found it necessary t° journey .to London. t2 try to -get 
his back pensircn from 1623, He received part payment 
on this back pension, but in 1628 he again petitioned 
the English Privy Council ss follows; "Petition of 
Patrick O'Hanlon, Gent., to. the English Privy Council. 
Has 360 (English pounds} due t> him, and has long been 
a suitor at court, but has got nothing. Is reduced 

to absolute poverty. Got 2 letter from the King two 
years ago ordering payment of his arrears and pension, 
but the Lord Deputy would not recognize it, 2s it wes 
not addressed to himsclf, Prays thst he may not be 
forgotten, He end his family have long becn standard- 
bearers t°% the Kingdom of Ireland, which is a post of 
ereat credit, A barony which his family had possessed 
in Ireland was of late disposed of by one of the Lord 
Deputies, He would petition for its recovery, but that 
he is too parr, Underwritten: Referred to the Irjsh 
Commissixzners," Harly the following ycar, Patrick s 
neme appeared on a list of the pensioners who got an 
order for their payments in Ireland. 

Under the plan for the Ulster Plantation, all of 
the confiscsted lands were to be granted tr three 
classes of settlers: the English and Scotch under- 
takers, servitors and natives. Grants were generally 
supposed to be of three sizes, large, medium and small 
in which the acreages were 2,000, 1,500, and 1,000 
acres. The servitors, both English and Irish, were 
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to be placed in those arenas where the natives were 

t» be settled -s 2 me2ns 2f holding them in check, 
The servitors were soxldiers whs hed been leaders in 
reducing the Irish rebellion, while the undertrkers 
were t9 plant their estates with English or Scotch 
ecOlonists., Grants to the natives were fgencrally con- 
Siderably smaller thon 1,000 »scres, The English can- 
didnatcs for lands in Ulster ususlly expressed a pref- 
erence for grents in the county of Armagh because it 
was better known and had A number of superior attrac- 
tions for the gnglish, not the least of which was its 
proximity to the Pele, By the proclanations for the 
plantation, the rccupents of the confisented londs 
were t>. be permitted tr stay on their estotes until 
November 1610, However, due to later difficulties 

in getting the undertnkers to tnkc possession of their 
new properties, the Irish were eventuslly permitted 
possession until May 1611. 

Particularly in the county of Armagh, the natives 
of nll classes were feared tnd suspected by the English 
authorities and among those in the highest renks were 
the sons of Sir Mocha O'Hanlon who were nephews to 
the self-exiled Barl of Tyrone. Others in this county 
wh? were strongly suspected 2nd ferred were the sons 
of Aart M'Beron and Sir Tirlougrh M'Henry O'Neill who 
were alsn closely related t» the distinguished exile, 
A great many of the O'Hanlons had been faithful to 
the crown during the yerrs of wer and it was consider- 
ed desirsble to grant some of them small ecreages in 
their former territory. Rev, Geo. Hill in his "Histor- 
icnl Account of the Plantation in Ulster" lists the 
following O'H=nlons who reecived land grants st the 
time of ‘the plentation: 

"Tirlagh Groome O'Henlon, gent. The towns and 
lands of Aghteraghan, ome bellibve: and the 1/6 of 
Nederny balliboe: in 711, 140 acres, 

"Shane McShane O'Hanlon, vent,, 5/6 »2f Nederny 
balliboe; 100 acres, 

"Shane McOghic O'Hanlon, fent., 5/6 of Bally- 
Yenan ballibre: 100 rcres, | ‘ 

"Felin and Brien O'Hanlon, -tents,, sons of Ozhie 
Oze O'Hanlon, Bellinelick, %ne ballib»re; the half of 
Tawny-yoongh and Raconnel bellib»xces; in 911, 240 acres. 

"Rorie McFerdoreah O'Hanlon, fent., the town 
and lands of Corlosty, 120 acres, He died in 1620 and 
was succeeded in his estate by his son, Patrick Ogc, 
who was then ” grown men end merried, 

"Shane Oge McShane Roe O'Hanlon, sent., the town 
and lands of Corerom, 120 acres, 

"Patrick McManus O'Hanlon and Ardell Moore 
O'Mulchrewe (O'Hanlon), the helf of Racomvell balliboe, 
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and Crevagh, one sessiozh, 120 *scres, 

"Redmond McFardorazh O'Hanlon, the half of 
Crenarhnorc, 60 acres, 

"Patrick Moder (O'Hanlon?), gent., the lands of 
Ballyzargan, one bILlLib»e, containing 120 “cres, 

"Ardill McFelim O'Henlon, gent., 2/3 ports of 
the balliboe of Dromenlege, containing 80 scres," 

also mentioned in other sources as recciving a 
erent of 1lsnd is Redmond O'Hanlon snother servitor 
wh? was granted seven ballib»ves in Orior, dated 10 
Decenber 1610, 

Mentioned as © servitor of Irish birth is idmund 
Groone O'Hanlon who may have received lnnds in Ulster, 
He was %m the pension lists of 1610 anda 1623, 

* perdon was issucd in 1611 to Shane Oge O'Hanlon 
probably for teking part in Enchn Oge O'Hanlon's ill- 
fated rebellion, 

In - list of differences for land between the 
British undertekers, servitors end natives in the 
severel eschented cnountics in the province of Ulster 
in 1611, the followinzs is included for county Armezh: 
"Between Sir John Bourcier and Art O'Hanlon for the 
town of Downlegc, which the snid Sir Js5hn challenges, 
Aallcging it to be nemed Sheaghmurey Crivagh. This 
was Sugecsted by this art t» be A concenlment, but 
now it appe>rs t» be nomed Maghery Creenagh, a balli- 
boe formerly pnssed for glebes, nnd found in the sur- 
vey by that nome, end therefore he must lose it." 

One of the interesting legends concerning O'Han- 
lon's country which is relnted by Crawford in Legend- 
ary Storics of The Crrlingford Lough District is 
nancd "Moyry Cagtle's Cat" which is summ-rized in the 
following psregrophs. 

The Moyry Pass, Pass of Invermullane, or Gap of 
the North, is the only road lesding into Ulster through 
the mountains of Louth; it is 2 nerrow defile that 
extends for some miles throuvh the Slieves of South 
“rmaigh, about midway between Dunanlk sand Newry--—Cong- 
cullan'ts country. In this pass many battles were 
fought in 2.ld timcs, from the Cattle Spoil of Cooley 
t> the invasion of Robert Brucc, who entcred the Pale 
here, when he wes crowned King 2f Ireland at Dundelk 
in 1316, and the Battlefield of Faughort, where he 
sfterwards fell, is close by, °s is als» the place 
where Nnom Onisie (St, Bridztet) was born, 

In the battles between Hugh O'Neill and Elizabeth's 
generals, the Moyry Gap was indeed 2 "Bearna Baoghail," 
a Gap of Danger, O'Neill's clansmen made it so. trouble- 
sone for the armies of the Pale thnt Essex, sooner than 
attempt t. force it, »%pened negrtintions with O'Neill 
and signed a truce, for which he was reeslled and lost 
his head, after him cane Deputy Mountjoy, who was 
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also repulsed, but the ammunition of the Clan Niall 
giving cut, he was enabled to force the pass, and in 
order to kcep it, had » castle erected 4,.D, 1601, the 
pass thence forward ceased to be "a fortress dedicated 
by nature t% the defence of freedom," 

On terminestion of the wars with Hugh O'Neill, 
Deputy Mountjoy left a warden and twelve men t» hold 
the Moyry Castle. is the sentries walked the ran- 
perts one day, they noticed emerging fron the woods, 
an old men lending an enormous cat by 2 chain, Al- 
though the men was dressed in the native Gaelic cors- 
tume, he was derk with 4 foreign-looking spperarance, 
He was admitted to the c»stle where he said he was a 
wizerd or juggler, He cntertained the inmates with 
wonderful fents and the tricks he made the tiger-cat 
go through, The wiagard told of how he hed renred the 
berst since it was 2 cub and of how it wos ever rendy 
t. protect him from his foes or to perform xt his 
command, 

For ° time, the wizard and his cat made their 
home in the woods and then went out on anrther tour 
If Ulster. Coming again to Mayry Castle, they were 
chellenzed by the sentry who, %m getting no answer, 
fired and killed the wizard, Thereupon, the cat 
lesped onto the castle wall and killed 9211 within, 

The cat now reverted t»7 2 exnpletely wild state 
end went round the country killing 911 the animals 
he met. On %ne %ccAsinn he carried off a child which 
was only saved when about 2 dozen of O'HaAnions' clans- 
men drove off the crt with their spenrs, The whole 
countryside wns now hunting the cat and the men of 
Orior set treps and snares in an cffort to catch hin, 
The cnt, morerver, was not satisfied with attaining 
his own freedom but resolved to start a crt-lenme 
for the emancipation of 211 domestic cents. There was 
one traitor-cat who feared for his lifc, and made the 
plot known t» the verple, end when the inhabitants of 
Oirghiellsa found the trend cvents were teking, and 
that they were about to be cestroyed by the Tiger-cst, 
they resxlved t9 ‘strike first, 

BA omunci?-of wir wes ‘held in “the house of Chicf 
O'Hanbon,. At first they egzreéed to yo in’a body to 
kill the cat, and many 9 worrior who hau faced a 
thousand battles turned pale at the thoucht of mecte 
ing the terrible tiger-cst, The questirn wis, was 
he vulnerable; was it 2 mortal ert or demon in cent's 
form; was it possible tv wound or kill him, this 
infernal spirit in e-t-shpe? 

But O'Henlo scorned the iden of ° whole arny of 
nen g xing to fight onc cat, whatever his size might 
be; he voluntecred t7 @>% Alone And @lay if, be it cat 
or devil, so going to his armoury he sclected a 2090 
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sword, end donninz a suit of armour set out for the 
castle, advancing with grert caution, Luck favoured 
him, however, for he espied the cat criled up on the 
bettlements Asleep, efter sorging himself with a 
lamb, O'Hanlon crept quictly up, and with . mighty 
sword-stroke severed its head and body, 48 the head 
fell in a pool of blond, he mouth »rpened nna said, 
"When you <> home tell your kitten what you've done 
ths Foy 

O'Hsenlon ceme home in triumph, and when he arrived 
he found the people there aweiting his return, and 
hearing of his success they were overjoyed, to be 
freed from the cetamount of the castle, 

He started telling them how he had killed the 
nonster, and when he had gotten so fer in his narra- 
tive, as where the falling head spoke to him, telling 
hin t. acquaint the kitten at hone of what he had done, 
the little kitten who was lying at the fire listening, 
suddenly sprang at O'Hanlon's throat anda severed his 
Wind-pipe before anyone could interfere to save hin, 

It wes one of the cat-leaguers, and thus avenged 
the catemount's death, although it lost its own life 
for doing so, for the perple killed it on the spot. 

Cattle-lifting was the principal and alnost 
oly offense to. be dealt with in Ulster at this period, 
For neerly.one- hundred yerrs after the Ulster Plan- 
tation, the words ind bogs of the north were inhabited 
by displaced Irish or their descencrnts who preyed on 
the Seotch end English crxloconists, During the carly 
years.of this period, erttle were the principal iten 
of wealth and the woo%dkerne or rapprrees devoted most 
of their attention towards its theft, 

During the spring term °f court in 1614, among 
the offenders brought before the court was: Laghlin 
McDonnell O'Hanlon of Carrickclaghan, yeoman, He 
was accused of stealing three cows which had a value 
of 208. ench, The court found him guilty and sent- 
enced him tr. be cxecuted, The common mode of execu- 
tion for these culprits was t»o put © halter eround 
their neck after passing of sentence and lead them 
through the main strects of the town to the plnice of 
execution where they were immediately hengcd, 

In 1623 * Phelin O'Hanlon, who may have been one 
of Enche Oge O'Hanlon's sons, is mentioned in Irish 
records as commanding a troop of 40 horse in the 
Newry garrison. 

In the Irish uprising which began on 23 Octrber 
1641, the O'Hanlons under Patrick Oge O'Hanlon son of 
Patriok Mor O'Henilon, took their 21a stronghold at 
Teanderagee, Durinz the assault on the castle, Patrick 
Ozge O'Hanlon was killed, His two brothers, Edmond 
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BE .cha, end Ardell Ogfe took an active part at the 
outsct of the rebellion, ena the O'Hanlons were 
able to hold Orior arein for a few years, 

By the act of Charles I, passed in 1642, which 
confiserted the lands belonging to the Irish who had 
joined in the rebellion, only one O'Hanlon was men- 
tiosned, This wis Fyrmyn O'Hanlon of Castlemore, 
Counby Cork who was atteintcau rand his lands confiscated, 

About the time thet Owen Roce O'Neill returned to 
Ircland t». leed the Irish uprisinz, Csptein ardell 
O'Hanlon returned from Spnin where he had seen ser- 
vice in the Spnanish arny, He served uncer O'Neill 
until after the battle of Clones, county Moneghan, 
which wes foucht in 1645, The Irish were defeated 
in this battle snd O'Hanlon was taken prisoner by ' 
the English, Although he had been promised quarter, 
O'Henlon and another Irish officer were shortly after- 

aras murdered in exla blond, 

Most of the Irish nobility espoused the cause 
%f the kinz in Chsrles! strugzle with Cromwell. 

Among the officers in the Clonmel garrison in 1650 
were Captrins Edmond O'Hanlon and Fardorecho O'Hanlon, 
Edmond was © grandson of Enchs Ofe O'Hanlon and ul- 
timeately rose to the renk of 2 Colonel in Kine Janes! 
Irish orny in the war of 1689-91, Edmond's son, 
FPanix, also served.in the army of King J-mes *s a 
eaptein of infentry, 

During the Cromwellinn Plantation of 1652-8, 
Almost -ll of the O'Hanlons possessing property were 
atteintca ena their lnnds confise ted for distribution 
t> Cromwell's soxldicrs, 

With the restoretion of the Stuart monarchy in 
1688, there wags only onc O'Hanlon who petitirned for 
the recovery of his lands, This wes Hujth Buldhe (Yel- 
low-haired) O'Henlon who wis enrolled on the "List 
°f Innocents", The "List of Innocents" were those who 
were to) young, or otherwise incsprcitrteda tro trike 
part in the uprising 0f 1641. In his petition, hugh 
stated that his father dicd two years before the re- 
bellion began and thit, at the time of his father's 
death, he (Hugh) wos only three months 21d, He 
claimed that his estate hed been erented to his family 
for m=ny services in the wars »sgninst the Irish, Hugh 
may have: been * son ObeRatrick, son °f Phelinm, brother 
of Sir Encha O!'Henlon, However, Hugh wns not xblic t 
regrin his cstnote, 

Redmond Count O'Henlon, Ireland's Robin Hod, 
was 2 fanous repprree or outlaw in Ulstcr during the 
quarter century following the Cronwellian confisen- 
tions. He was born about 1623 nenr Slicve Gullion 
in county armsgzh ana hac three brothers: Loughlin, 
Bamond Ban, and John. Redmond is thought to hive 
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received 2 food educntirzn and tr hive served fora 
short period with the English -rny in Ireland, 
Following this service, he probibly spent 1 number 

%f years in the French srny ena then returned to 
Irelnnd where he collected 2 nunber of followers and 
became the leading zuerills-type lender of his time, 
His noble title of count was probrbly siven to hin 

As A sort of nickname in deference to his French srny 
experience, Redmond herrssseu the Seotch and English 
e.lonists in the countics of armagh, Tyrone, Down and 
Monazchen for. rbout twenty yerors, During his csrcer 
in the north, the isnglish soldicrs °nd settlers ex- 
erted the utmost efforts t»  "pprehend him but with- 
out success, One of the incidents in Redmond's career 
is the origin for the crms born by his bronch of the 
O'H-nlons, It scems that on me rccensirn during which 
Reamona became separsted from his followers he becnrme 
weery snd lay aown to sleep. He was awikened two or 
threc times by a lizgara runnin cross his face and 
eventunlly awoke sufficicntly t». look rArouns And saw 
A wila boar about tr attack him, His encounter with 
the boar drew him into © word in the opposite dircct- 
lon he hau intended ta take and thus he was ennbled 
t. esc*pe from a party of enemies lying in wait for 
hin, 

Aooh De Blacom in "The Black North" writes of 
County armagh as follows, 

"When De Latocnayc, the French enigre, walked 
through Irelsnd in the yerrs 1796-7, he declsred that 
the country between irnwzeh city snd Newry town was 
"certeinly the most benutiful in Ireland," 

"If he took the wild mountein road and travelled 
by White Cross, Belleek, Mountain House and Camlough, 


I would think his declaration not unjust; for those 


brown uplands, with their views of the vast and varicd 
mountains of Mourne, their glimpses of the deep-sunk, 
sky~blue distant lough; these, and their masses of 
golden whins in Sprinz, drifts of white canavaun in 
Summer, vast slopes of purple heather when it is 
harvest on the ferms--these pleces, I say, are lovely 
indeed, Especially sre these highlands reaching 
ecross to. County Down delizhtful to those who are 
familiar with their story. I know no lovelier spot 
than the crossrosds of Mountsin House, where the little 
tavern is as quiet as a convent, though once Count 
Redmond O'Hanlon used to.mect his men there, if there 
was a coach to be halted as it climbed the updown 
road over the mountain's shoulder,” 

"One day the little tailor who was one of O'Han- 
lon's company was heard by the grentle-man-outlaw to 
boast that he could hold up 2 ecrxach single-hanued, 
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The little man was put to the test, Somewhere near 

Lislea, it may have been, the tailor approached the 

Dublin coach, presented his pistol, and cried: "stand 

and deliver {" A stalwart traveller in the coach 
merely hauled the tailor through the window and 

~ carried him away captive," 

"Aye, but Redmond O'Hanlon, hidden aloof, had 
Spied what had happened, and now he galloped by 
nountain peths tx some »xther spot thet the crach 
must press. Again there was "Stand snd deliver !" 

This time the travellers knew that they were dealing 
with the master robber himself, snd they h»nded out 
their possessirns humbly enough, They said nothing 
about the prisoner under the seat; but, when they had 
seiven up their purses and watches ond jewels, Count 
O'Henlon snid softly: 

"And now, gentlemen, one thing more, Just hand 
over my wee tailor '!" 

Finally after all other devices anc men had : 
failed to capture or kill Redmond O'Hanlon, the “ng- 
lish fovernment put © price of 200 English pounus on 
his head and induced Redmond's foster brother, Art 
O'Hanlon, to murder him, art shot the gre nt outlaw 
while he was asleep on 25 "pril 1681. Finerty in his 
History °f Ireland has the following notice of the 
murder: "The Catholics were ferociously pursued in 
Ireland after this shameful tregedy, (Assassination 
of Oliver Plunket), Proclamations were issued aztainst 
them by Ormond, wh» had yet again become Lord Licu- 
tenant, They were forbidden to enter fortresses or 
t> hold fairs, merkets, or gatherings within the 
walls of corporate towns. They were Also forbidden 
the use of arms—-an 21d En@zlish expedient in Ireland- 
and they were commanded to kill or capture any "Tory' 
or 'sutlaw' relative within fourteen days from the 
date of proclamation, under penslty of being arrested 
and benished from Ireland, This was the settins of 
brother egainst brother with a vengeance, Few of 
the Irish people were found base enough to comply with 
the unnatural order, but Count Redmond O'Hanlon, one 
of the few Irish chiefs of snclent fomily who still 
held out against English penel law in Ireland, was 
assassinated by one of Ormondc's ruthless tools, The 
blood strins from the heart of the brave O'Hsnlon 
will sully forever the escutcheon of the Irish Butlers," 

A stirring poem concerning Redmond O'Henlon was 
written by Francis Carlin sand named, "Ballad of 
Douglas Bridge," The orem was included in Terence 
O'Hanlons "The Highwayman in Irish History." 
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Ballad of Douglas Bridee 


On Douglas Bridge I met a nan 

~Who lived adjacent t> Strabane, 

Before the English hanreed him high 
For ridings with O'Hanlon. 


The eyes of him were just as fresh 

As when they burned within the flesh, 
and his boot-legzs were wide part 

From riding with O'Hanlon, 


"God save you, sir," I said with fear, 
"You seem to be 7 stranger here," 
Note ie’ sata he,’ "nor any man 
"Who rides with Count O'Hanlon," 


"T know each ;tflen from North Tyrone 
To Manrehin, and I've been known 
By cvery clan ina parish since 
I rode with Count O'Hanlon. 


"Before thet timc," snid he t> me, 
"My fethers »wncd the land you scc; 

But they sre now among the moors 
A-riding with O'Henlon, 


"Before that time," he seid with pride, 
"My fathers rode where now they ride 
AS RAappnrees, before the tine 
Of trouble and O'H anton, 


"Good-ni-ht to you, and God be with 
The Tellers “%f the tale and myth, 

For they are of the spirit-stuff 
That rides with Count O'Honlon,." 


"Good-nirht to you," I said, "and God 
Be with the charescrs, fairy-shod, 
That bear the Ulster Herves forth 
T> ride with Count O'Hsenlon," 


On Douglas Bridec we partcd, but 
The Gep O'Dreams is never shut 
To one whose seddled soul to-nistht 
Rides out with Count O'Hanlon, 
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Other O'Hanlons who were in King James' Irish 
aArny were Colonel Brinn O'Hanlon, Captein Colin Hanlon, 
Licutenent John Hanlon and Ensign Petrick Hanlon, 
Colonel Brinn was =-.s9n of Gleaisne, son 2f Patrick 
Ben,)-s0n of wdmond Laidir, som. of BE xcha Ofe,. son of 
Sir Excha O'Hanlon, Listed in the ‘ttninders of 1691, 
by which they lost their property, were; Shane Ban 
O'Henlon, Encha O'Henion, Phelim McEdmond Teifue 
O'H=nlon, and Brian O'Hanlon, 211 of Tyrone's Ditch, 
ecxunty armazh; Phelim MePatrick Ofe O'Hanlon of Clnra; 
Recnond O'Henlon of Pheeos; Roeer O'Hanlon of Tander- 
agec; John Hanlon, clerk, and Patrick Hanlon, both of 
Carlingford, 

"Trish Life in the Seventcenth Century" by Edward 
MacLyserht has the statcment "Thus in 1683, Sir Henry 
Piers mentions whet he enlls - febulous story implicit- 
ly believed by the Catholics 2f Cr. Westmenth, a belief 
in the power of a certrin relic sv fgrert that none of 
then dsred swear filsely on it for fear of deformity 
or desth following," It may be of this rclic that 
Willian Carleton was writing in his story "The Donrgh; 
or, The Horse Stealers" which follows in condensed 
forn, | | 

Scecne °f the story is in Carnmore, a small 
villere in the county of Fermanarh, i vailunble horse 
has been stolen from the Cassidys nnd the brothers, 
Meehan, arc suspected along with other known evil 
dxers, It was the custom, if other nessures failed 
to reveal the thicf, to request 211 suspects to pub- 
licly swesr on the bible that they were innocent, In 
serious affairs, the suspects were sometincs requested 
to decl*re their innocence by swearing on the "Donezh," 

Denis snd Anthony. Meehan with three other crin- 
inals heve stolen Cassidy's horse na successfully 
hidden it, Denis Mechnn hes a very weak character 
ana is held in subjection by his stronger brother 
who is entirely unprinciplec end has effection only 
for his deuchter, anne, Thcse men with other sus- 
pects heve just finished swesrring their inn»cence In 
the bible when the priest places ©. small box on the 
table covered with a bleck. cloth, "Let," seid the 
curste, "none of those whr have sworn depert fron 
within the ring until they once nore clesr themselves 
upon this," snd as he spoke, he held it up, "Behold!" 
ssid he, "end trenble--behvxld TH™ DON3GH !!!" 

4 low nurnur of swe And Astonishment burst from 
the perple in genernl, whilst those within the ring, 
who, with few exceptinons, were the worst charecters 
in the psrish, »ppearcd resdy t» sink into the esrth., 
Their countennnces, for the most prirt, valed into the 
condemned hue of puilt; many of them becrme almost 


ob0e 


dainl ‘gone neta at stow cow cnsenaio monde 
acineH atiedD miadqgro fe Late H'O netead £ Tone £09 oT ow 
wicinsH dotted aniensn Oar ne Lark mel ta 
Aobts-S te mea .omaield to aca 7 eae arigd J 
tc aca ,onO aocH te aca ,tiitnd beens te B08 
Leaf te exobatestd:. oft mi Botetl ache’ adoc 
nnd onei@ ;otow ,¥ydroaerq sfonde gael yord neem 
eu tot bre mb SoM mifodt  wotmaH'O artors 2 nee 
fovid e' onc a1yT tc Lie ac inaH'o ne fae Gis . 
saretld te acinrd'O onO Nofatetom miload . ‘ rhanet 
-yobne? te acinon'O sonc ;acesat Tc re bere '0 a 
te d¢ced .naeineH Motate I Ban ,dareto Ac LaAk ovict prow} 
brotentlend 
Brewhd yd “yretaod Atreotnove’ ont nt tid “detst® ow 
yrnoH ia ,€8aLf at unt” teonotrita ody and tinsaydonM 
~tiotlamt yacde avetudet * alfne on deny ancidaon etolt 
tetfod n ,AdtronseoW 9 Te goliedtn S oft yd bovetiod wh 
1g ore cea oifor atronos a Yc towed ond mt 
mictob tc rot «ct 2 ac Yloelrt growa Dorst mont 
edt otfLot abd tc of yan tI  .tdwolict? Agasd ae 
idgrscod oft" yacte ald at weltiow enw netoLrnd mrpslirw 
atobaco ot aeweolic? dotaw Yarolaogte osatcH of? , 9c 
Tat 
iiene wn .oucmateD at eal yiedte add Te omeac 
tr ydauweo odd ot oneliiv 


~~ * 
- 
hey, 
-t 


oetond oldruirv ; iar. 
,stontorw of? Orc aybieeso oad nett moicte nood anni 


Iivo mwent tonse dtiw pacts botosqawa one ,mAtooM. 
boLlint aomvearon tonddo Tf ymetawo oft anw JT “,arecb 
-duq ot avoogayea [ir taswpox cd , Tots odd poor 

oI hips ew orow yodt gedt afdid off. me  trowa, VY 
entens- hi ao enca orow etooqawe ont ,artetie auc hts 
nena". ot a natreowa yd osonpocaml thodt phlei h 
" iLO sotte ocerd? Agiw nerioom yrontess. Gare efmod ‘ 
vifuteeoooue Bar gated a’ yblaged note ta oved akeuik 
notorryecno askew yrov & aed andooM afmed  .ti mobb td 
~ofte1d xonnetta ali Yt melsootdva ai bio at one 
yine acizootts eri bare daly Lost cqscs ylortsina | af 
~eva tonite Atiw mom ogo? sors ,tudriweb ald ict 
nc sonnocant tlodd aniweeawa bodetatt gaut oven adoog 
ont ac xed fLene e aeonlq daotsq one ston oldid aFi< 
oid bina ",tod" ,ddeLo Wortkd A Adie boroveo afdrs 
rc rt traqab mrewa oven cw secht to once"  otouno 


7 
a. 


aovfoamord teefo otcn sone yond fryer maths | orld 
* DIicdos" ig $f blad on ,odcqa.on es our." 


if! wOeMOd HHT bie ned-~oLdron Ey) 

meTt tatud teomlalnctier Cam oar to 1 
panty ont ofadiw cache dalidw ,frtom 
arotocrede tercw oft o4ow eee 
treo oft ctmt Ante cd yOrot begged: 
ont Cont bolra ,trra dgacm oft pais 
tecatn onrood moat ‘be wn: vt, 


eee i fb fr 
ci Ne ‘ of 


ans a 


unsble t. stand; ond, -ltogether, the state of trep- 
idation and terror in which they sto7d wns strikingly 
wild and extraordinary, 

‘The curnte now proceeded to warn the cuilty ones 
to depart for no ome hed been known to swear falscly 
on the Donarh without being visited by 2 tremendous 
punishment, cither om the spot, or within 24 hours. 
Before he had concluded, 211 except the Meehans and 
. few who) were really innocent, hed slunk back and 
hid themselves in the crowd, The Meehnns were the 
last to approach the Donsgh t2 swenr their innocence, 
This was a severe trial even for Anthony and Denis 
feinted when his brother perjured himself on. the Don- 
agh, On reg>ining his scnscs, he »skea to be saved 
from his brother and he would reverl 111, Anthony 
then in attempting t. shoot his brother, killed his 
daurhter who tried to. save her uncle, Anthony died 
within a few minutes during 1 fit of ap»plexy, ' 

Expert »%pinion %m the Don eh wes given t2 Mr, 
Caricton as follows, 

William Betham wrote © lettcr datcd October 
1832 connenting on the Donezh, The Irish word Don- 
nich, which is pronouneca Dona, menns the Lord's Day, 
or the first cay in the weck, senctifica or conscern- 
Led UO. tie servece ot Ue Lord, os Tis. DOX,. beim Moly, 
as containing the Gospels, ond hevineg the Crucifix 
therern, was dedicsted or conscernted tr the service 
of God, The box is of brass crvercu with plates of 
Silver and A box 2f yew inside, The Dona is nine 
and one-helf inches long, seven wide, and not quite 
four thick, Bethom fixes the .¢e of the Donrrh's 
outside covering -s the 14th century, the inner sil- 
ver box. 9s much earlicr, end the yew box as probably 
of the time of St. Tizernich, 6th century, 

Rev, Dr. a. O'Bcirne wrote 9» letter dated August 
15, 1832 commenting %n the Donarh, He went into 
county Fermenagh to. inquire int» the history of the 
Donarh but wis rable to learn very little, It had 
been a possession of the Maguires although none of 
the name knew anythinz of its history, aAftcr much 
inquiry Dr, O'Beirne ot the following from a: person 
in the Arer; 

"Donazh O'Hanlon, an inhrabitant of the upper 
part of this county (Fermeanarch) went, »bout 600 ycars 
ee¢> (lonser than which time, in the »pinion of a 
célebratcd antiqusry, the kind of enrraving on it 
could not hav: been made), m * pious pilerimage to __ 
Rone, His holincss of the Vaticon, whose name hast" ya. 
escrped the recollection of the person who zave this * 
information, as a rewsrd for this superrsratory fpurndy, |. 


presented him with the Donarzh, 4s soon ns Done 4¢.', 
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returned to Ireland, the Donazh was placed in the 
Monastery of Aughadurcher (now Aughalurcher). But at 
the time when Cromwell was in this country the mona- 
stery was destroyed, and this ‘rk of the Covenant hid 
by some of the feithful at a small lake, named Lough 
Byé, between Lisbellaw and Tempo. It was removed thence 
when peace was restored, and again placed in some ne 
of the neighboring chapels, when, as before in Aughad- 
urcher, the oaths were administered by the pricsts with 
all the superstition that a depreved imarination could 
anvent, As. "that. thoin thighs might rot off," etc, 
When Kings James and William made their appearance, it 
was Aafein conccrled in Larry, an old castle at Sir H. 
Brooke's deer park, Father Antony Maguire, a@ pricst 
of the Romish church, dug it up from under the stairs 
in this .ld castle, aftgr the Battle of the boync, 
deposited it in a chapel, and it wns usec as befrre. 
after Fether sntony's’ derth it fell into the’ possession 
“oF Nis wiece, who ta0k it “ver ty ‘the neliehborhond of 
Florence Court, But the Maguires were not satisfied 
that a thine s». sacred should cepart from the family, 
and at their request it was brought back. Dr. O'Beirne 
believed that the box was made after th: year 1449, 
Among the O'Henions why left their native land to 
enter foreign military service were: Don Hugo O'Hanlon 
end Don Felix O'Hanlon, cadets with the Irish regiment 
serving in the Spanish ermy in 1738; Don irdell O'Hanlan 
~ and Don Eugenio O'Hanlan, captsrin, both in the Spanish 
army in 1612; Captain O'Henlon wounded in the service 
of France at Fontensy; Captnin James O'Hanlon serving 
with the French army in 1745, | 
O'Hvart in his "Irish Pedigrees" giveg the follow- 
ing pedigree for the O'Hsnilons descended fron Sir Escha 
O'Hanlon: Excha Ose, his son, Had two brothers, Tir- 
Lough and Edw-rd, 
Patrick Mor, sin of Encha Ore, 
Edrnand,, his son, An officer.in ‘the sarny of Kinz James 
LL | 
Felix of Kileavy in county armarh, his son, 
Edmond Ruedh of Killeavy, his son, 
Hugh of Newry, his son. Died in April 1807, armed 
86 yenrrs. 
Patrick 2f Newry, his son, Had 1 brother, Hurch, who 
died in 1828 withnsut issue, Patrick beenne 2 bar- 
ristcr and was living in Cralcutta in 1830, 
Huyh, son of’ Pstrick. Wes law sdvisor t» the Irish 
APraice. i Loto om 209., His brother, Pringle, was 
a Captein ‘in the First Bengzrl Cavalry snd their 
brother, Edward was killed at Rangoon in the East 
Indics, 
‘nb Ots Dera 
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O'Hanlon in his "Clanna O'Hanlusin" gives a 
pedigree for the O'Hanlons of Mount Barnel as follows; 
Count Redmond O'Hanlon, 

Terence ,-‘nis* son, 

James, of Killeavy, his son, 

Terence of Mount Bagnel, his son, wh> was born in 
Killervy in 1698 and died in 1779. He had two sons 
end one daughter: James: Patrick, born in 1728 and 
died unmorried in 1760: Marearet, died in 1767 at the 
age of 32 yerrs, 

James of Mount Bagnal, his son, who was married first 
t> Anne Moran of Dublin, They had one dauchter, Cath- 
erine, who mairricd Thomas Dolan of county Dublin, 
James was morricd next to Alice Coleman of Dundalk, 
They had one son, Nerle. Jancs died in 1789. 

Neale of Mount Barmel, his son, wh»? wes married to 
anne Marce °f Newry. They head two sons and two deugh- 
ters: Janes, born in 1812; Terence wh>r died unmarried: 
Blizabeth, who marricd Mathew Martin of Dundalk; 

Mary Anne, who merried James Gernon, 

James of Mount Barnal, his son, who never married. 
James O'Hanlon was the friend and fellow-worker of 
O'Connell during the grent political battles of their 
timc, He was 9 witty 2nd powerful sperker and it was 
written of him that he was to his county of Louth 
"what his ancestors of Orircr were t> the Ulster clans, 
the Strndard-Bearer of the Perzole." James dicd of 
inflannation of the lungs at the age of 38, 

Some members of the O'Hanlon clan are mentioned 
in the Index to the Prerogative Wills of Ireland 1536 
t> 1810 es edited by Sir arthur Vicirs: 
1811--Hindlen, Philip, Old Merrion, ec», Dublin, csq, 
1785--Hanlen, Christopher, Dublin, livery st-ble kecper, 
1805--Hanlon, Bryan, Mary-street, bublin, corn chandler 
1802--Hanlon, Jemes, Mountbsanell, crx, Louth, farmer 
1811--Hanlon, Janes, Dublin city, woolen drrver 
1802--Henlon, John, Red Cow, cr, Dublin 
1802--Hinlon, John, Ballymorren, ce», Wicklow, frerner 
1728--Hanlon, Phelin, Dublin, innkecper 
1656--Hanlon, Richard, Sbbottstown, c», Dublin, yconan 
1750--Hanlon, Tinothy, Grengeforth, co. Corlow, farmer 
1808--O'Hanlon, Hugh, Newry, cr, Down, gent. 
1700--O'H°nlon, John, Bnllyinlcssin, co, armagh, gent. 

In 2 list °f wills preserved in the Revistry 2f 
Deeds, Dublin, and compiled by Sdword snd Mabel Phelps, 
the following O'Hanlon is noted: 
1724--Hanlon, 4lexr. 

The first Vicor Aaprystrlic to the Upper Nile was 
Mser. Henry Hanlon who was born in 1862, 
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John O'Hanlon was born in Ovecn's County, Ire- 
land in 1821. He was ordained 2 Catholic pricst in 
the United St-tes and then returned t» Irelfnd, He 
was 92 noted historian and author, 

& few O'Hanlons nizrated tx the United States 
during colonial tines, althoucth the main influx of 
the Irish int» this country didn't take plece until 
efter the Revolutionary War, 

There wos ° Hendlan that ceme to Maryland with 
Lord Baltimore, 

John and Willien Hendlin ecrnme t. Newcastle, 
Delawrre in 1740, 

amnes end Hugh Hanlean left wills in Norfolk 
County, Virginie, which were proved in 1717 ana 1718, 
respectively. 

Charles Hanlon is nentirned in New York history 
curing the yenr 1737. 

Patrick O'Hanlon was 2 nmnerchent in New Jersey 
in 1766. 

The above mentioned names ere include« only to 
indicste the errly Prrival of some members of the 
fanily to this country. The names listed were noted 
incidentally t. other rese*srch, 
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Pedigree of Sir Eocha (Oghy) O'Hanlon 
Last Irish Lord of Orior 


Adapted from Irish Pedigrees by John O'Hart 


1, 


Niallan, son of Feig, Lived prior to 400, This 
Niallan had @ brother named Fiachra Ceannfinan, 
who was ancestor of Duffry and Garvey: and another 
brother, Oronn, who was ancestor of Mooney, of. 
Airgialla. | 

Eoghan (or Owen), son of Niallan: had a brother 
named Muireadhach, who was the ancestor of St. 
Colman of Kill. 

Muireadhach, son of Eoghan, Lived about 430, 

Had a brother, Finneadh, who was father of Daire, 
(P, 118, MacManua). His nephew, Daire, was king 
of Airgialla during the time of St, Patrick. 
Baodan, his son, 

Ronan, his son. 

Suibbneach, his son. Hada brother named Crunmoal 
Colgan, his son 

Pemecn. nis.80n,, hak led Jn 7el. Lord of Airthir 
Suibneach (2), his son. (Congal, son of ZEZgnech, 
Lord of Airthir, killed 747.) 

Cosgrach, his son, Hada brother named Cearnach, 
from whom the Carnev family was descended, 
Dermod, son of Cosgrach (Lorcan, son of Cosgrach, 
Lord of Ui Niallain, slain 879) 

Anluain, his son. "an-luain: "Irish, the champ- 
jon) From whom the name UahAnluain is derived. 
Brian: his son 

Aedh (or Hugh): his son 

Diarmaid: his son 

Flaithbheartach: his son, Died 983, The first 


“to assume the surname of Ua hAnluain 


Cumascach: his son 
Maccraith: his son. 
Flann: his son 
Moroch: his son: had a brother named Giollapadraic, 
Ardgal: son of Moroch, 

Moroch Ruadh: his son, 

Edmond: his son. 

wocha: his son. (King of Airgialla in 1272) 

Shane (John): his son: had a brother named Patrick. 
EKocha (2): son of Shane 

Shane Oge: his son 

Eocha (3): his son 

Shane (3): his son 

Giollapadraic Mor: his son 

socha (4): his son 

Shane (4): his son, Became Lord of Orior in 1566. 
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ie (5) Oget: his son, This Shane had five sons-- 
Eocha (called "Oghy"). 


iS Patrick, 

ae Melaghlin, 
4, Shane Oge, 
Dye elem , 


Sir Eocha O'Hanlon, of Tanderagee, knight: son of 
Shane Oge: Chief of his name: Lord of Upper and 
Lower Orior, in County Armagh. 
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In Vister. foote horse 

Neil mec Bryrn Ferte of the Uoner Clanneboy 30 30 
Shane Mac Bryan of the lower Clenneboy 30 50 
wie Thies “cuntry, “celled the Duffrye 20 
Mec Artens cuntry, and Sleught mac. O'Neils 100 20 
Mac Rory of Killwerlen 60 10 
Fugh Mac Turtogh of tlhe Fesrher beyond 

the NMynwater LO 


Shane mac Bryan Cerregh, and his cuntry joyn- 
yn7 on the Bensyde 50 10 
wemer mac Surly ouy, and his *d2: brothers Neece 
and Randoll in the cuntry of Towany (being 
tle Route) tomether with y Climes LOO 100 
Mac Nahon “ith Ferny -na Cl-nearvell, Patrick 
Pecarvy Toybe, being © competitor. to. y 


county of Monahan 500 160 
sadmund Reerh of ys Breny 509 100 
O'Chene with his cuntrye 509 200 
Sleuzht ‘rt, Sr. i4rt O'Neiles cuntry 390 60 
Henry Of nae Sh2ne 209 70) 
Turlovh mac Henry of ye fewes hrotkrer to ye 

erle of Tyrone 300 60 
O'Rassen and his cuntry LOO gay 30 


Li: wee ane Arey DE bwiat tree ayaa of 
fin and lougk Sadly nosesereu by con 


O'vonnell's sonnes 7nd mec Pugn Luft L00 60 
Mec Connazh LOO 12 
Lord Savedg of litle Ardes 30 10 
Mac Guyre in the couty of "ermanagh 509 30 
O'Henlan 200 LO 
Ot “4 in 30 20 
reverie of Tyrone hath’ Tor his. on 

retvaer' commonly attending about him 200 200 
BOrmoOc (a Carron. phe tenis. brotier 399 OO 
Ircrl, mac Guynies 399 7 
ory J0ONn OU ' vorherty- Ane lis cvatry 

joyniny vunon love7zh “oyl: UU iy 
In ti:e Vac owyrnes cuntry 509 30 
O' Boyles anu his cuatry 100 20 
O'Conell sand his cuntry of Lunergall 200 60 
O*retlorher . 200 i.) 
Sleutht Rories cuntry 1990 40 


Summa in Uleter, foote 5949, horse 1652, in all 
3592 
Summa totalis of the Rebells whole forces in Irelenue, 
Poote a27o00, Horses 11552) in.ell, 29352. 
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From “istoricail Ballad Poetry of Ireland 
arranced by M, J. Brown yeer 1691 


The Irish Rapperees 
By Sir Ch, Gaven buffy 
(Rory's boys, The Rory in question was Reamond or Rory 
O'Hanlon) 
Righ Shemus he has gone to "rence and left his crown 
behina: -- 
Til luck be theirs both day end nisht put runnin! in 
his mind! 
Gord Lucan followed after with his slachers brave -nd 
true’, 
And now the doleful keen is reised--"Vhat will poor 
Ireland do? What must poor Irelsnd do? 
"Qur luck," they say, "has sone to France--what can 
; poor Ireland do?" 


Onl never fear for “Ireiand, for’sne heeso"rers stili, 

For Rory's boys are in the wood; and Reny's on the hill; 

And never haa poor Ireland more loyal hearts than these-- 

Nay “cod “pe kino aria. vood to them, the frithful Rano-rees [ 
Pire-fesrless Ranprrees ! 

The jewel were youn Rory with your Irish Rapparees ! 


oe slot Byorr eerrt., Glan Oliver, and couldcer than 
the clay, 

Oh i htehts “your head, Clan Sessanach, since Sarsfield's 
mone away! 

he S- Li bole uLove vou. bane tO us for se of long Jago, 

But. fowld your rend, for Irelana still can strike a 
deauly blow--- 

Con strike a mortsl blow-- 

Och! dhar-a-Chreesth! 'tis she that still could strike 

the deadly blow! 


Tne master's bawn, the master's seat, a surly bodesh fills; 
The master's son, 2n outlawed man, is riding on the hills, 
But God be praised, that round him throngs, as thick as 
summer bees, 
The svords that suverded Limeric’ well--his loysl Raporrees! 
Eis lovin! Ravp-rees! 
Who dares say no to Rory Oge with all nis Rapnv-rees ? 


Black Billy Grimes of Latnamerd, he racved us lone and 
sore-- 
Goa rest the faithful heerts he broe !--we'll never see 
them more ! 
But ['’ ll go beil he'll breat: no-more while Imagh has 
gallows trees, 
Por why? 44he. met, one lonesome night, the ferrless 
| Rapnarees }! 
The anery Ranprrescs ! 
They never sin no more, my boys, who cross the Ranp7rees ! 
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continuation, from Historical Ballad Poetry of Ireland, 
arrenged by I°,- J, ‘Brown 


Now, Sassanach and Cromveller, trke heed of what I say-- 
Keep domn your bleck and angry looks thet scorn us night 
and day; 

For there's a just and wrathful Judse, that every action 
| sees, 

4rid He'll meke strong to right our wrong, the feithful 

Ravparees ! 

The fererless R-pperess! 

The men thet rode at Sarsfield's side, the roving 

Ravparees ! 


The Ancestors of Niallan -- 
Progenitor of the Ui Miallan 
(From O'Harts' "Irish Pedirrees") 


dam 

seth. 

Sve. 

Cainan, 

lahalaleel 

J-red 

unoch 

Metnuselah, 

Lamech, 

Noah aivided the world amonvst his three sons, be- 

rotten or nis-wife 'Pitea: viz., to shem he. gave 

Asia, within the “vphr=tés, to the Indien Ocean; 

to Ham hie rave Syria, irabia, ena Africa; snd to 

Jaohet, the rest of isia beyona tue iuphr-tes, to- 

gether with Zurope to Gades (or Cauaiz). 

11, Japhét was the eldest son of Moah; he had fift 
een sons, amonv7st whom he aivided Surope end the 
part of isin which his father had -llotted to him, 

le,*  Marog: 

13." Baoth, 

14, Phoeniusa Farseidh (or Yenius Farsa) was Kine of 
Scythia, at the time that Ninvs ruled the issyrian 
Rmpire, 

wae MPO 

16, Gaodhal (or Cathelus), the son of Niul, wes the 
ancestor of the Clan-na-Crel, 

Ee Mapu. 

YY,” exynitie. 

i Heber cout (Sseut: Irian, a Scot)* 

20, Beoman, 

ol, Ofamen, 
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Continvation The Ancestors of WNisallen.--from O'Farts 


25. Feber Glunfiorin. 

25. ‘Agnen Fionn. 

27. Febric Glas, 

2%, benuelh, 

29, =Wuesdhed, 

346 Ahladh. 

aa apo Gi. 

37. Deag. 

263. Breta. 

34. Breoghen (or Brirus) was kine of Galicia, Andal- 
usie, Murcia, Castile, end Portugal---11l which he 
conquered, 

57 Bide 

36, Milesius whose sons were the lesderse of the plan- 
tation, or .reland’ by the I"ilesien or Scottish 
HWeLOn eG DOO pice: tiv tie Yeerrof, the Vorld’ 
bnraes, Chousana Tive: hundred, Or the nexte year! >fter 
Solomon begrn the foundstion of the Temple of Jer- 
usalem, 2nd one thousand six hundred cnd ninety- 
nine ye>ors before the Nativity of our “Saviour Jesus 
Christ; woich, secordiny to the Irish ‘commutetion 
of Time, occurred 4nno unui five thousand one hun- 
ared ond ninety mine’; 

37. Heremon: nic fon. . He ‘end his eldest brother ‘keber 
WEG >. JOLntLY, she first “Milesian’ Ponarchs, of »Ire- 
sand, they pecan to reim, *28,MFP3. 8500) 20m, Before 
Ghrist, 1699. 

33. IntabsFaieh ("feidh":"Irish) es provbet) : 10th 
Monarch of Irelend, 

39. eBiti rial: .1ibbh Monarch, 

HO. Holk-—aich. 

41, Tigernmes: 13th Monarch, 

H2, mnboath. 

43., Smiomghall, 

44, FPiecha Labhrainn: 18th Nonere!, 

5. Aoneus Olmucach: 20th Monarch, 

WS. Main. 

4”. . Rotheachtach: 22nd Monarch: slain B.C, 1357 

43, Dein, 

“9, Siorne "Saomhelech" 34th Monarch. 

50. Olioll Aolcheoin, 

fl. -Giaicheach:. 37th TNonarch 

§2. Nuadias Fionnfail: 39th Nonarch 

cy Jeden Glas. 

4. Simeon Breac: 44th Monarch. 

5. wluredee! Boleech: 46th I'onrren, 

6, efizch> Tolersch: 55th lon-rech. 

i. Meuse Lrohrac:e: 3 59th Nonere: killed B.C. 737. 

8. sochsidh Buadhech: 

9. .Upaine Mor: 66th lonarch of Irelend, 

0. Colethach Caol-bhreash: 69th Monaren, 

lL. Felg@ Folbhthach: 7lst. Monerch: slain B.C. 541, 

2. Iaran Gleofatizveoh: 74th Monarch 
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Continustion The Ancestors of biallan --from O'Herts 


76, 


Conla Caonlts “7lth Mone roi of. Irelend 

Olioll Cas-fiacnlach: 77th. honarch. 

BFochaian 4lt-Leethan: 79th Fonerch., 

Aoneug (or Aeneas) Tuirmeach-Tesmrach: 81st 
Tonerch 

Enna Airneach: 84th Monserch, 

Assaman Dbamhuna,. 

Roighen Ruadh. 

Fionnlorh, 

Fionn, 

Sochaiah Feidlioch: 93rd Monarch, 

Bress-Nar-Lother. 

Lugheidh Sriabhr-n Deerg: 98th Fonarecn, 

Crimthann-lMiadhi-Nar: lLOOth Tontren of Ireland, 

It was in this lNonsrch's reign that our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ wes born, 

Feredach: Fionn-Fesechtnach: 1Lo2nd lionsrch, 

The epithet "Feachtnaci" was applied to tris Mon- 

arch heceuse of his truth 2nd sincerity. In his 

Feten Lived Doran, bie wonscet Loaomn.acoelebrated 

Breen, or Chief dustice of sthesKkinzdom; kt is 

said tnat he was the first wio wore the wonderful 

coil-r crlled Iodhain Morfin; this collar posses- 

sed a wonderful property:--if the juage who wore 

it. -ttempted to vass a frlse judazensnt it would 

immediately contrsct, so as nearly to stop his 

breathinz; but if he reversed such felse sent- 


ence, tne collar would at once enlarge itself jgand 


hang loose around his neck, This collar was also 
caused to be worn by those who acteu as witnes- 
Seo, "60-962 00 best the accuracy of theim.evidence, 
This. Monarch, Feredach, died a naturel death at 
the regal city of Tara, A.D, 36. 

Fiacna Fionn Ole: 104th Nonereh, 

Tuathal Teachtmer; 106th Monarch of treland., 
Fedhlimidh (Felim) Racttmer:. 133th Monarch, 

Conn Ceadcathech (or Conn of the Hundred Battles). 
irt Banfhear, the 112th Monarch of Irelend. 

Cormac Ulfnada. 115th l'onarch. 

Cairbre-Lifeachar, the 117th Tonerch of Ireland: 
Hochaidh Dubhlen., 

Colla da Chrioch., 

Fiachra Casan. 

Fedin., 

Feig. 

Niallan, 
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The O'Hanlons of Orior 
By Hugh bivenan 
(Printed in Newry Beporter, Vecember, 15} 1923). 


The Rev, Seumas O'Cuinn, a learned local antiquary, 
erathe "Loutheirchearorical Journal," ~Vobs Tris Ko. 1, 
prints a drawing and gives the following description 
of the O'Hanlcn arms on a tombstone in New town cemetery 
Lordship, belonzing to a family of O'hanlons who re- 
Sided near Carlingford, and cl=imed to be descendea 


from Redmond traec’Rapperee: “On>the shiela will be 
Been & boar passanhol« «a. ue The: crest isa moiled 
right hand graspine a dagger... ‘the motto is, Fide- 


lior Nemo, being in nglish 'No one more loyal,'" 
He further’ remerks:' "One misses the lizerd to which 
persistent tradition gives. pride-of place: in its 
stead the hand and dagger appear." ........ 


Regarding the O'Hanlon arms on the Newry tomb, 
it may be stated in-plain terms that the shield is 
quartered, the crest is a coronet, surmounted by a 
right hand grasping a lizard, a dagmer is in the 
eexterwchief, anda tboar-uncerneath, «The ‘motto 1s 
"Fidelior Nemo," 
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